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PREFACE. 



The object of the following little book^ ex- 
pressed in its title^ scarcely needs any fiirther 
explanation. At the same time^ being well 
aware of the number of productions^ already 
before the public, in some degree of a similar 
nature, the Author feels it necessary to state 
her reasons for the present undertaking. 

In looking anxiously for an interesting 
book, which should serve to introduce her 
own^ children to the knowledge of Scripture 
history, in a manner at once attractive and 
easy, the Author was led to observe, that most 
of the works published with this view, are 
written in so abridged a form, as to deprive 
the sacred story of those numerous charms 
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vi PREFACE. 

with which it is clothed in the Bible itself ; — 
charms, of which children are so far from 
being insensible, when presented to th^ni in 
language adapted to their years, that (as £ar 
at least as the Author's experience has gone) 
no subject seems to possess for them hillf 
that lively interest, which their young minds 
attach to the simple, the diversified, the 
picturesque, and affecting narratives which 
abound in the Word of God, Were there 
not difficulties to a child in entering at once 
on the perusal of the Bible, and many points^ 
especially of geography and history, which 
require development, not to mention practical 
application, from which it were pity that they 
should be debarred^ the best method probably 
would be, even from the first, to put the 
Scriptures themselves, or at least selections 
from them, into the hands of children. But, 
these difficulties and necessities considered, 
this seemed not advisable at the very begin- 
ning. In giving, however, the history of the 
Bible in other words, and with the necessary 
explanation^ it was desirable to retain, as 
much as possible, in easy narrative, the 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



PREFACE. Vll 

varied fulness of that sacred story ; so that 
the child's first impressions of the Divine 
volume should be, that it is not only the 
best^ but the -most delightful^ book in the 
world. Such is the end at which the Author 
has aimed, though feeling at every step the 
difficulty of accomplishing such a purpose, 
and lamenting her inability to do any thing 
like justice, even to her own thoughts, how 
much more to the subject itself ! 

Besides a developed and connected view, 
in easy language, of the Scripture story itself, 
the Author has endeavoured to intersperse in 
the narrative such notices of the countries 
spoken of, together with such references to 
the New Testament, and practical remarks, 
as would tend to make the work either more 
interesting, more intellectually improving, 
or more valuable, in a moral and religious 
light. 

The present volume is carried down, as 
will be seen, to the close of the Pentateuch ; 
und it is thus presented to mothers, with the 
view of ascertaining how far the work is likely 
to answer its end, before any additions are 
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viii PBEFACE* 

made to it. Meanwhile^ in the hope that she 
may toot have been altogether unsuccessftd, 
the Author trusts^ by the Divine blessing; tti 
continue the design: but even should that 
intention be disappointed^ perhaps what has 
been done^ though incomplete in reference 
to the whole of Scripture history, may yet 
have its value, as an introduction to it, in 
familiarising the young reader with its com- 
mencement, embracing, as that does, a por- 
tion, not only of great importance in itself, 
but peculiarly abounding in interest for chil- 
dren. 

It may not be unnecessary to add, in 
regard to the age of those for whose use the 
following volume was intended, that it may 
be put into the hands of very young children, 
even those of five years of age, who can read 
at all fluently, provided they read it with a 
parent or teacher. To older children it may 
perhaps prove both improving and interesting 
for their own private reading. 

The highest satisfisiction which the Author 
proposes to herself, is, that her little work 
should obtain the approbation of judicious 
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and pious parents, and prove, by the bless* 
ing of God^ an assistance to the Christian 
mother, in giving to her children an early 
knowledge and love of His sacred word. 

Clare Hall, Antigua^ 
Oct. 22, 1830. 
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THE 



YOUNG CHRISTIAN'S 

SUNDAY EVENING. 



INTRODUCTION. 

Edward. Is to-day Sunday, mamma? 
Mamma. Yes, my love, it is. 

E. Oh ! how glad I am, that happy Sunday is 
come again ! it is very often Sunday. 

M. Yes : you know how often ? One day in each 
week is Sunday, and there are not many days, are 
there ? 

E. No, only seven ; and one of these days belongs 
to Almighty God : I like Sunday best 

ilf . I am glad you do, Edward ; for it is the best 
day in all the seven. But can you tell me why you 
like Sunday so much ? 

E, Yes, I can ; for, when Sunday comes, I am so 
happy 1 1 know that I must be sure to get up in a 
good humour, and when I wake, I think of it, and 
try to be good. Then, though I am not to have my 
play-things, nor to make a noise, which I forget 
sometimes, yet I like Sunday best. For my Sunday 
books ai-e so pretty, and I am very fond of my Sun- 
day-maps; and then, mamma, there is the best 

B 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 

treat of all^ I go to Church with you. May I go 

with you to-day ? 
Af. I do not think I can take you to-day ; at least, 

not unless you are sure that you will be quite good, 

and not get up and down so often ; for I cannot pray 

to God myself, if I hare to look at my little boy, 

and to keep him quiet. 

E. Indeed, mamma, if you will try me to-day, 

I will be quite quiet ; I will kneel by you when you 

kneel, and sit by you when you sit down. — Do try me 

once more, dear mamma. 

M. Well, Edward, if you wish it so very much, I 
will take you to-day \ and I hope that from this time 

you will always be quiet at church, and not forget in 
whose house you are. 
E. Church is God's house, mamma. 
M. Yes, my love, it is ; and when we gothere, we 
must not forget, that the great God is there, and that, 
though we cannot see him, yet he sees and hears us. 
A church is called the house of God, because it is 
the place where all those, who do not forget God, go 
every Sunday to pray to God, and to praise him ; 
and to hear part of his Holy Word read and ex- 
plained. My little boy knows, tjiat to pray to God, 
is to ask of God any thing we f<^el we want; and as 
we axe not able to help ourselves, nor to take care 
of ourselves, and as we should never be able to be 
happy if God did not bless us, we have very great 
need indeed to pray to God. And then, as we are 
every day doing things that we ought not to do, and 
forgetting to do what we ought to do ; and as, if we 
try ever so much, we cannot grow good without 
God's help, we have very great need indeed to ask 
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INTRODUCTION. 3 

QoH to forgive us, and to send his Holy Spirit into 
our hearts to malce us good. 

E. And, mamma, we must thank God for all' his 
kindness to us. 

M. Yes, my dear child ; we have much to praise 
God for besides. It ii^ God who has given us all our 
blessings and comforts, our kind friends, our sweet 
homes, our food, our clothes, our beautiful fields and 
flowers, and every thing that makes us happy. 
Now here af^ a great many reasons at once, Edward, 
for going to the house of God: but I must tell you 
one more. At church, besides praying to God and 
blessing him, we hear his Word read and explained; 
that is, the Holy Bible, which tells us so much about 
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ, and heaven. I 
need not tell you now, Edward, what I mean when 
1 speak of God, and our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
heaven ; nor why we are to love God's Word, and 
keep his Sundays holy, because you have learnt all 
this in that little book of Catechisms, which was 
written to explain these things to very little children, 
and which is called " The Infant Christian's First 
Catechism.*' 

E4 O yes, mamma, I have learnt it all ; I am 
come quite to the end of the book ; there is no more 
for me to learn. 

Af. There is no more in that little book, but there 
is a great deal for you to learn still, my boy. You 
know very little yet of all the beautiful stories that are 
written in the Bible ; you are not quite old enough 
to read the Bible itself, because the words are not 
very easy ; but stQl, do you not think it would be very 
pleasant, if I were to talk to you on Sunday evenings, 
b2 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 

and to tell you, in words that you can quite imder* 
stand, some of the beautiful stories which are writ- 
ten in the Scriptures ? Do you not think, if we had 
something of this kind to do, our Sunday evenings 
would be spent very happily ? 

E. Oh! that they would mamma! Will you begin 
to-night ? this very evening ? Oh ! how I wish it 
were come ! 

. M. r mean to begin to-night^ my Ibve ; if you 
behave well at church, and are good and kind, and 
oltedient aU day, 

E. Oh ! I will try so hard to be good ! And w.iU 
God Almighty help me, mamma ? 

M* Yes ; God Almighty will be sure to help a little 
phild, whom he sees trying to pleasfs l^n;i. He will 
B^nd his Holy Spirit into that jUttle phild's heart, tp 
mako him good. N0W9 ^y love, go up s^s^ and 
£tay there till it is time to go to church. 
> , £* Eass me, dear mamma, before I go ! 
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FIRST SUNDAY EVENING. 



ADAM AND J&YE IN THE GARDEN OF EJpEN. 

And now I must tell my young readers, that the 
little boy, who was talking to his mamma in the 
morning, was about five years old ] he could read 
very nicely, and was upon the whole a good child : 
that Is, he took great pains to be good, and, when 
lie felt naughty, he Used to try to get good again. 
He knew that God saw all that he did, and he was 
afraid of making God angry with him. He loved 
his papa and mamma, and tried to please them, by 
obeying them in all things, and he was always very 
sorry when he had been naughty ; for then his dear 
mamma looked grave at him, and he did not like to 
see her look grave ; he loved to see her smile, and to 
hear her say he was good. Now little Edward had 
often looked at the pictures in the Family Bible, and 
in some of those pretty books which his mamma 
gave out to him every Sunday morning, and thought 
how much he should like to know what they were 
all about. For though many of these little books 
had reading in them, giving some account of the 
ipictures, yet the words were not plain and easy 
enough for so young a child as Edward to under- 
stand. He was, therefore, quite pleased when his 

b3 
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6 FIRST SUKl>Alf EVENING. 

mamma said that she would talk to him evefy 
Smiday evening, and tell him some of the beautifbl 
stories fliat are to be found in the Bible. EdWsdrd 
had always thought Sunday a very happy day, but 
now he loved it better than ever. He could hardly 
wsdt for the evening, and as soon as it was come, 
and candles were brought into the room, little 
Edward got his chair, and looked at his mamma, 
very often, to see if she were ready too^i At last she 
came and sat down by him, and began to teach hitfr. 
And now you shall hear all that little Edwaird WQfi 
taught by his mamma. 

E. Mamma, said Edward, what are you going 
to tell me about to-night ? 

M. I shall talk to you, this evening, about Adam 
.and Eve in the garden of Eden. Adam waB the 
first man, and Eve the first woman, that God made^ 

B.C. He placed them in a beautiful garden, which 

^HW- was called the garden of Eden, or Paradise. 
This garden of Eden was in that quarter <rf the 
World tailed Asia. It was full of trees, and flowers^ 
and froits ; it was full of happy creatures of eveiy 
kfnd. 

E". Oh! mamma, how happy Adam andEve liiust 
have been in that sweet place, with flowears to lake 
care of, and so many birds and animals to amuse 
them ! Were they not very happy ? 

M, Yes, my love; God made them qiiite good^ 
and quite happy ; He made them like himself. No 
quarrelling was heard in that blessed place ; eve6 
all the animals loved one another. The wolf Md 
the lamb used, then, to feed together ; and tiie Itoo, 
and the leopard, and the tiger^ and all fiios^ animals 
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FIAST SUNDAY EVENING. 7 

that are qow.so fierce and augiy, in Paradise would 
tie down with the little kid* But you know thej: 
cannot do so now ; the gentle lambs and kids are 
qiidte afraid of the lions and the wolves. 

Now Edward, who was very fond of lambs and 
kidS; was. sorry to .hear this; and he asked his 
maymna wbat.bltd m^de this sad change. 

M. HUf iny dear . child ! Sin came and spoilt 
eyiery thi]%« Yov know that we sin, whenever we do 
any thing that .God does not like ; whenever we do 
what he tpUs m not to do. You will think it very 
strange, that sin should find its way into that pleasant 
pleie^ where all was so good and so happy^ But 
it did get in ; and I will tell you how. There was 
one tree in the garden of Eden, which God told 
Adam and Eve they were not to touch. There were 
a great many other tcees full of fruit, which God 
gave them leave to eat of, and only one which they 
were not to touch. God said, that if they did ^at 
of that tree> they should surely die. .God wished 
to try Adam and Eve, if they would obey him y and 
ao h^ told them not to touch this tree, which was 
called the Tree of Knowledge. Now, there was a. 
wioked apiiit, called the Devil, who did not like to 
see Adana and Eve so happy. He had been happy 
bims(&lf once ; even . one of the angels in heaveiji ; 
but he was proud, and woi|ld not obey God ; therer 
fl^re God drove him out of Heaven ; for, if he had 
ataid th^e^ he would have spoilt that happy place. 
iffiW thia wii&ked spirit; whom Qod had punished 
i^^i^mu^h, and. who was unhappy himself, did not 
l}k0 to ae^ wr fnrst parents so happy ; and he thought 
he would' ivj <tQ make them wicked also. So he 

B 4 
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took the shape of a serpent, and went into the 
garden of Eden, and found Eve alone : and he toM 
her that, to eat the fruit of that tree would mak^ 
them wise, and that they should not surely die for 
eating it as God had said. Then Eve minded him 
more than God, and she took of the fruit of the tree 
which God told her not to take, ftiid gave some to 
Adam too; and they both ate of it Thus sid got 
into that world, which God had made 'SO 'good. 

E, Did God see what they did, mamma? 

M. Oh, yes, he sees every thing, lliey tried to hide 
themselves from him amidst the iStAck shade of tiie 
trees ; for they were afraid to see God, knowing that 
they deserved his anger ; and they were ashamed to 
shew themselves to him. But God's searching eye 
found them out. Adam and Eve forgot that they 
could not hide from God. You see here what a sad 
thing sin is ! When they were good, they used 
to love to hear God's voice, and they used to go out 
to meet him. 

E. Mamma, good people are not afraid of God f 

M. No : but the wicked are; because God's anger 
is very terrible, and the Bible says that he is angry 
with the wicked every day. God was very angry with 
Adam and Eve, and sent one of his mighty angels 
to drive tliem out of Paradise : and ihey came into 
this world where we live. 

When Edward heard that Adam and Eve were 
obliged to leave Paradise, he looked very grave, and 
was almost ready to cry : and he said to his mamma, 
Poor Adam and Eve ! were they not very sony to 
leave that happy garden ? 

M. Yes ; they were very sorry to leave that garden 
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wheve they bad been so bappy in ibe lote, and 
f^cvour^ and presence of God; and I dare say tbejr 
wef^ ratber sorry to leave those trees and flowers 
vrhiob they loved so well, and which would never 
gipw again as they did in Paradise. But God was very 
good. He forgave tbean what tbey had done, and 
proQUsed to se^d them a blessed Saviour, who should 
die to get fQr them a better Paradise than Eden* 
£. Ob^ mamma I is there any better Paradise I 
M. Yes, my Ipve ; that better Paradise is Heaven. 
And our blessed Saviour did come^ as you know, 
and die forthe.fans of the whole world;— for Adam 
and Bve, and fby ua too : — only let us take care 
that we are very sorry for our sins; that we love 
Otti Lord Jesus Christ, and that we try to please 
God ; then, when we leave this world, we shall be 
quite sure to find that our Blessed Saviour Jesus 
Christ has kept places for us in that better Paradise 
above. 

E. Mamma, God said, that if Adam and Kve took 
th^ firuit of the Tree of Knowledge, they: /should 
#urply die. Did they die ? ' . ' 

. Af. Yes, my love, they did die ; though not at tba 
moment that they disobeyed God, for he was kind 
epiough to give them time to become better. But 
msuay years after they died, and their bodies wero 
laid in the ground, and turned again to dust, out of 
wbii^h Ihey were made at first ; and all the men and 
women that have lived ever since have died ; and 
c^l that are now alive must die; for deaili is the 
piinishm#nt of sin. Now> I hope my little boy will 
learn from the story he has just heard, to hate sin^ 
Jlt.was sin that, obliged our first parents to leave 
b5 
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the gaarden <tf Eden ; it was sin that brouglit oat 
'S&tiqm down from heaven^ to die npon the paittfid 
ctbss: therefore God hate» it, and: the hcdy angds 
-hate it; and those who love our Lord Jesus Christ, 
' and remember what he suffisredfor sin, will hateittoo. 
'Bnt I have finished my account of Adam and. Eve, 
and I see that Edward liaA.beeh.Iisttsxutig t» all tlmt 
1 hare said. Now, my dear lit^elbpy,! good ni^t 
Next Sunday, I hope I shall be abledto talk to you 
again. Then Edward kisaed fais. d^ar aoaimma, said 
his prayers, and went up to bed^ and all4lie lime he 
was undressing, he thought q£ Adum ^bdEve, and 
of all that his mamma had told him< about them. ' 



SECOND SUNDAY EVENING. 

CAIN AND ABEL. 

Ebwarb was very glad when Sunday evening 
came again : and whilst his mamma was reading, 
lie looked at a picture he had f&mtid of Adam aibd 
Eve, and thought of all he had heard about them. 
Wh^n bis miamma came to Um, she ashed hiin a 
great many questions about what she had told him; 
and he was able to answer them all. His mamma 
was pleased to see how attentive he bad been, and 
she said^ I am going to tell you, to-night, the story -of 
Cam and Abel. 

M. There were two $otM of Adam and Eve ; but 
before I say any more about them, I must tell 
you that, when Adam and Eve left the garden of 
Eden, they found every thing very different from 
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what it had been there* la Paradise, evejy thing 
iihat WQ» beautiM to look at, otr good for food, grew 
out of the ground without any help ftcmi ntian. But 
BOW it was not so* Thorns and thistles grew 
instead of finits and flowers; far the earth. belbngs 
to GoAf and is obliged to ob^ his will : and when 
Adam and Brcs^uid sinned, God said that, lor the 
titDe to oom^^ vibcly should be obliged to work very 
haxd^ witk -mubfa^ labour and sorrow, before the 
ground idaMnild give them any thing useM or good. 
And it W46 '^$0 ^-^tbey were obliged to dig, and sow, 
and plant^. before they could get any bread to eat. 
Now, Cain woxlBed in this way ; and he was called 
a tiller of the groimd ; but Abel took care of sheep 
and lambs, and he was called a shepherd. These 
two brothers were not at all like one another. Cain 
was a wicked man. He did not love God, nor obey 
him, nor take any care to please hiip. I will tell you 
how he first shewed his disobedience to God. God 
had desired Adam and £ve, and all their children, 
to offer up sacrifices to him of the best things that 
they had ; the best of their lambs or of their flock. 

M, What is a sacrifice, mamma? 

Af» A sacrifice is something oflered up to the great 
Godwhogiresusall. Godtoldthemtoofierupsacri- 
fioes to him, that they might have some way of show- 
ing that they remembered God, and feared him, and 
wished to please him. But this was not all. By telling 
them to kill their innocent lambs, and ofier them up 
to the Lord, God meant to teach men that they 
deserved to die themselves. Nor yet was this all. 
You know, when Adam and Eve left Paradise, God 
promised that he would one day send them a blessed 
B 6 
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Saviour, who should die to save them from the anger 
of Gpd. Now these sacrifices were to teach them 
to look on to the time when the Lamb of God 
should die for the sins of the world. You know 
whom I mean by the Lamb of God ? 

M. Yes, mamma; you mean, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died for our sins. I see now, mamma, why 
the blood of little lambs was to be shed : it was to 
leach all people to believe in Je^ua Christ, whose 
blood was shed for sin. 

M, I am glad I have been able to make you under<^ 
stand me, Edward ; and now I must tell you, that 
Cain did not obey this command of God* He did 
not like to give the best things that he had. to 
God ; so he offered up some of the fruits of the 
ground, instead of a lamb from his flock ; and God 
was angry with Cain, and would not have his ofering. 

E. Was Abel a good man ? Did he mind God ? . 

M Oh ! yes ; Abel loved God, and knew that God 
had given him all that he had ; and I dare say he 
was glad to be able to give something of his own back 
to God, and that he could so easily shew his love to 
him. Therefore he took one of the best of his lambs, 
and offered it up to the Lord ; and God was pleased 
with Abel and his offering. Now we often see that 
wicked people do not love those who are good; 
because their goodness makes wickedness look so 
ugly. Thus it was with Cain. He did not love 
Abel, his brother, because God loved him, and was 
pleased with him and his offerii^ ; and he wished 
he had no good brother. At last, one day, when 
they were out in the fields together, Cain rose up 
and killed him. 
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Yes, my love, you may well look shocked; he 
did indeed kill bis own brother Abel ! Another sad 
pioof that sin had got into that world which God 
made so good. 

E. Mamma, did God Almighty see what Cain did ? 

Af, Yes, as I told you before, God sees every thing. 
There is nothing done iii all the world, which is 
hid from him. God knows every angry thought; 
h^ hears every unkind word ; he sees every wicked 
action. When Cain had killed his brother, he 
thought, perhaps, no one would know it : but God 
called to him out of heaven, and said ** Where is 
Abel thy brother ?" 

E* Did God punish Cain ? 

M. Yes ;he punished him very much; for he drove 
him away from his home; from his father and 
mother and friends, and made him a wanderer in 
the world, cast off from the favour and presence of 
God ; and this was as great a punishment as any 
he could have had. 

Now, my dear boy, we must stop for to-night ; 
but I hope you will think much erf this sad ^tory. 
Remember we must all learn from it, not to be angry 
or quarrelsome, but to love one another. We must 
pray to God, to give us gentle tempers, and to fill 
our hearts with love and kindness. 



THIRD SUNDAY EVENING. 

THE FLOOD. 

The next story that Edward and his mamma came 
to, was about the woiid being drowned, and he 
asked what that meant. 
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M. You will soon understand, my love, if you listen 
to what I am going to tell you. Not very long after 
Adam and Eve left the garden of Eden, the wofld 
grew very wicked. Still there were here and ibete 
some good men, and one of these was Enoch. He 
was a holy man, and pleased Ood so much, that he 
would not let him stay long in so bad a wofid; 
neither would God let Enoch know any thing of 
the pains of death, but took him Up at once itfto 
heaven without dying. Happy Enoch! What ^ 
blessed change it must have been to himi to be 
taken from a world so full of sin to heaven ! that 
holy world where God lives, and where sin (kn 
never come ! After holy Enoch went to heaven, Ae 
people grew more and more wicked every day; 
*^and God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every thought of hiift 
heart was only evil continually, and it grieved tb^ 
Lord, that he had made man !'* The Bible tells m 
of only one good man at this time, amongst all the 
people lihat were in the "world. This good man was 
Noah : ** He found favour in the sight of the Lord;*' 
that is, Gt)d was pleased with Noah, aud lov^dbini) 
and took care of him, when the rest of the Woi$d 
perished. For, at last, God would bear no longer 
with the wicked people, and he told Noah that he 
would destroy the whole world with a flood of 
waters; that is, he would send such a dreadM 
rain as should fill all the earth, and destroy ev^ry 
thing that was in it. God told Noah what he was 
going to do a great while before, because he meant 
to take care of Noah, when the rest of the world 
were punished. For God desired Noah to build 
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bioQself a great ark, which was a kind of houee or 
vessel, that would float upon the wa4ecs< This aork 
was large enough to hold Noah and his wife^ and 
his children^ and a very great number of liring 
things besides ; for Qod told Noah, that be was to 
take into the ark with him two of eveiy kind of 
sUQtimal, .and two of every kind of bird, and of all 
sorts of creeping, things ; aad be was also to take 
fitmiy of food, both for them, and for himself and 
bis;£ajmly. 

o J?- What along time Noah must have been build*- 
IPg this ark^ mamma ! Why did not God make an 
cuk fpr Noah ? You know God could have made one 
#qeptly ; for he made the world and every thing 
in it. 

-' M* There is no doubt, my lore, . that God could 
tore made an ark for Noah ; but God wished to 
try Noah's faith and obedience. By trying Noah's 
^ithi I mean, that God wanted to prove, whether 
dfoah believed what he said to him, and whether he 
eonld itrast in God to take .care of him exactly in th» 
way that. he chose. Faith in God, means to believe 
wbal^ever God says to us, and to trust in hk cans 
^ibA. mercy for all things. By trying Noah'sr obe-* 
diwce, I mean that God wanted to prove whetiber 
S^oah would do as God commanded him. And perhaps 
there was another reason for desiring Noah to bnild 
an ark, and such an ark as would take a long time to 
maike, which was, that God wished to give the people 
plenty of time, to repent. For the Bible says, that 
God ^^ willeth not that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance !" Aiid again ^^ that he 
is slow to be angry, and ready to forgive." 
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^r Mamma, did Noah really believe in Godyawl 
do ^a8 he told him ? 

; M* Yes; Noah shewed that he really was a good 
IMP, ajod had a great deal of faith in God, for thought 
tlie flood, which God had told him of, did not 
come upoa the world for a very long time, yet Noal^ 
went on, day after day, building hi^ark; believing, 
that the flood would come, because God had said 
so. At length the ark was finished, and -the time can^ 
when God would wait no longer to try if men woul^ 
leave off* their wickedness, and become good. All 
the while Noah was building the ark, these wicike^ 
people had time to r^ent, dxat is, to be soiTy Sw 
their sins, and to begin to serve God. Theysa^ 
Noah building his ark, and he had told them, you 
may be sure, what he was doing, and why he was 
doing it; and begged them over and over again to 
leave off" their wickedness, and to serve the Lord* 
There is no doubt of this, because Noah is called in 
the. Bible a ^^ Preacher of Righteousness;"' wluc]^ 
nm^is, that he preached to the people, and tried to 
teach them what was right. But all would not do; 
and at last the ark was finished, and God called .to 
Noah and said: ^'Come, thou and all thy house, 
into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous 
before me." By calling Noah righteous, Godmeand 
that he was a holy and good man. A holy majiia 
a person who keeps himself firom all sin, and gives 
himself up to serve and please God. Now Ndah 
had shewn himself to be a holy man; for when aU 
the rest of the world were walking in their own 
wicked ways, trj^ing only how to please themselveSf 
^^ Noah walked with God," He kq>t God always m 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



THIHl) SUNDAY BVENING. 17 

his thoughts, and tried very hard to pleaee him: 
this was the reason why God said, " Thee hav^ ' I 
Aeen righteous before me; come thou and all thy 
}K>U8e into the ark.^' And Noah did all that the- 
Lord commanded him ; and he went into the ark 
with his wife, bis three sons, and his sons' wives ; 
eight persons altogether, and the Lord shut them in. 
And whto they had been in seven days, the windows 
of' heaven were opened, so that the rain came down 
in exceeding great quantities ; and the waves of the 
great sea, which obey God's voice, and cannot go 
far&er than he pennits them, those mighty waves 
Wcfre let loose, and rolled over the earth. Then was 
the whole of that pleasant earth covered with water. 
Think how dteadfiil it must have been ! All the trees, 
and flowers, and fruits, all the houses also were swept 
awfty; the waters were exceeding great; so great, 
ibat all tbe tall mountains and high hills, under the 
whole heaven were covered, and all flesh died that 
aioved upon the earth, both of fowl, and cattle, and 
beast, and of every creeping thing ; and every man^ 
woman, and child, all who had tbe breath of life in 
ihe^ died. . , 

E. Did this happen a very long time ago, mamno&'f 
' ■ M. Yes, Edward ; this sad event happened mors 
ibau four thousand years ago ; but that should not 
make us think less about it, than if it had happened 
onty a few years ago. 

Ei Mamma, I wonder the ark was not drowned 
too! 

M. No, Edward ; those waters, so dreadAil to the 
wicked, only bore up the ark in which Noah was, 
and lifted it above the waters, and kept it safe from 
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danger. God would not let the waters cover tiie 
aik. Thus Noah only remained alive, and those 
thiat were with him in the ark ! See here, my dear 
boy, how able God is to take care of those who serre 
him. Think of that little family, riding safely on 
those mighty waters, fearing no evil, for God was 
with them ! See the happiness of serving God ; and 
whilst you try, as I hope you will all your life long*, 
to please him, learn from this story, which was 
written in the Bible for our good, to trust in God to 
take care of you. Learn, again, my child to hate «in* 
Think how God must hate it, when it caused him^ 
to destroy that beautiful world which he had such 
pleasure in making, and all those people whtna be 
had made to be good and happy here, and to litl^- 
with him for ever afterwards in heaven. But w& havd 
been talking a long time to-night ; I think you must' 
be tired of sitting still so long, and listening to UHiu 

J?. Oh ! no, mamma ; I am not at all tired ; I 
want to know whether Noah ever came out of that 
ark again. 

M. You shall hear all about that another time ; I 
have a great deal more to tell you about Noah, but 
it must not be to-night. 

E. Well, mamma, do just tell me what sort of 
wood Noah built his ark of. I think an oak wouM 
have been best for it ; I think he was wise enongb 
to choose an oak. 

M. Perhaps there were no oaks in that part of 4;h« 
world my love ; for Noah certainly did not build his 
aA of oak, but of gopher wood ; and he covered it 
both inside and outside with pitch, to keep ik 
dry. I cannot be quite sure, what sort of tree the 
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gopber ^ood eomes firom; but •some thkik it wan 
tbj^.aypress, a tree which grow$ very much in Bahyh 
Imiia, which is the name of that part of Asiawb^e 
Noah i3 tiiought to have lived. The cypress was a 
good deal used in tha^ country for building ships* 
It is a light wood, and does not easily decay. But 
when you ^ow up, I hope you will be able to read 
the language in which this story was first written, 
ami then you will see what learned men have said 
about the gopher wood. 
.J&. Was not the Bible vmtten at first in the 
Ifotguage that we speak, mamma^^ 
/ M. No, Day dear ; it was written in the language of 
the Israelites, which is called Hebrew ; but learned 
men have put it into English, and other languages, 
for the use of those who cannot read Hebrew. We 
wiU^ however, talk more about languages some other 
time : now I cannot answer any more questions, but 
must send Edward at once to his pillow* 



FOURTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

THE RAINBOW. 

Mi Well, Edward, I see you are quite ready for me : 
I suppose you wantvery much to know what becatoe 
of Noah whom we left last Sunday evening in the ark, 
ia «the midst of the great waters, not one speck of dry 
land, not a single green tree, no, not even one little 
Inaf to be seen ; — nothing but the wide, wide waters 
sSH amund him. I dare say you have been thinking 
of Noah all thtou^ the week. 
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E. Oh yes, matnma; I have thought of him Terjr, 
veiy' often, and wished that Sunday evening would 
come again. Now it is come, and you will tell me all 
about Noah. I am afi*aid God should have for- 
gotten him, and left him always in that ark. 

M. No, Edward ; Noah was not forgotten. The 
Bible tells us that " God remembered Noah, and 
every living thing, and all the cattle that was with 
him in the ark." And God madfe a wind to pass 
over the earth, which di4ed up the waters. The 
waves also of the great sea were obliged to go baok 
to iheir proper place ; the windows of heaven were 
shut, and the rain from heaven was stopped ; till- at 
last, in the seventh month, the ark rested ou the 
mountains of Ararat. 

E. Oh ! mamma, hbw glad Noah must have been 
when he felt the ark touch the land again. I think 
he got out directly. 

M. No ; he could not leave the ark so soon as you 
think, Edward : for although the rain had stopped, 
the earth was still covered with water, which would 
tdke some time to dry. Even the tops of the moun- 
tains were not seen for three months after the ark 
rested on Mount Ararat. 

E, Where is Mount Ararat, mamma ? 

ilf . Mount Ararat is in the middle of a great chain 
of mountains, called Taurus ; which are to be found 
in that part of Asia called Armenia. Ararat is supposed 
to have been the highest of these mountains. It was 
called by the Persians, Asis, or the happy mountain ; 
because God had chosen it for the spot on which 
Noah^g ark was to rest. Soon after Noah had seen 
the tops of the mountains, he sent out a little dove to 
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see if the ground were dry. Noah thought tha^ if 
the dove could jSnd any diy ground she would not 
come back again to the ark any more. But aflter 
flying about a long time, the little dore &un.d no 
spot of dry ground on which she could rest her. foot) 
and she went back again to Noah. Now Noah 
knew, when he saw the dove ccnne back again, that tha 
waters must he still upon the ground ; he therefor 
waited a woek more patiently in the ark, and thi^ 
he isent her put again. Still the dove came back to 
lAm; only this time, she had an olive leaf in he; 
mouXh ; and Noah was glad, when he saw the olive 
k^, for he knew then, that the waters must have 
l>0en drying away, and that the trees had began to 
appear again, even those that grow, as the olive doeS| 
Ifi valleys and low parts of the earth. Once more, 
ftfter waiting another week, he sent forth the little 
dove ; but she came back to him no more ; for the 
pacth was pleasant again. 

JE. And, mamma, I dare say she wanted to 
build herself a nest in one of those fresh green treee) 
Dp you think she built her nest in an olive tri|§} 
inamma i , 

M. I think it is very likely, because I believe dovesj 
pigeons, and many other birds, are fond of the 
olive, tree, which grows in great abundance in the 
Doimti^' about Mount Ararat. After Noah had lost 
hiS) little dove, he must have been sure that the earth 
WA» dry ; and he took the top. of the ark off to look> 
and there he saw dry land again. Then God b.C. 
called to NoahL, and told him to come out of 2348. 
Ae aik, and to bring out every thing that was with 
him. • And Noah did as God UHd him. 
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E^ How long had Noah been in the aik, miBimma ? 

M. He seems to have been there just one year 
from the time he went in. 

E. Did he find any house to go to ? 

Af. No ; I suppose he and his sons were obliged 
to build houses for themselves again. But the first 
thing this righteous man thought of, was to bmld an 
altar, and offer sacrifices to the Lord'; to shew how- 
thankful he was to God for having taken care of 
him and his family for so long a time in the ark. 
By the blood which he shed in these sacrifices, 
Noah wished also to shew that he felt that he too 
was a sinner, and had deserved to die in the late 
deluge ; and that it was by God's mercy alone that 
he had been saved alive, when his fellow-creatures 
were dying around him, and when every living thing 
had been destroyed. Noah did not forget God, 
because he was happy, and out of danger again^ but 
made haste to thank him for his goodness. All good 
people will follow Noah's example. When tiiey are 
ia danger and trouble, they will trust in God ; and 
when bright days come again, they will not forget 
him, who was their best fiiend when they were 
unhappy. 

E. Was God pleased with Noah for building an 
altar to him, so soon after he got out of the aik ? 

Af . Yes ; God was much pleased with his servant 
Noah, and he told him that he would never drown 
the world any more with a flood. Thus Noah drew 
down a blessing, not only on himself, but on the whole 
world. Then, after he had made this promise to Noah, 
God was pleased to place in the sky that beautiful 
bow, which you see so often after rain, and which 

1 
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pleases you so by its bright colours. God put it 
there to show, that he would never forget the pro- 
mise he had been pleased to make to Noah. 

E. Mamma, you mean the rainbow ? I love the 
rainbow. 

Af. I know you do ; and when you look at it, you 
must think of God's anger against the old world, and 
of his mercy to the new. We are told that, when the 
Jews see the rainbow, they bless God ; and shall not 
we bless him too. 

E* Mamma, I am very glad this pretty world is 
never to be drowned any more ; I quite believe that 
it never will be drowned again, because God has 
said so. 

Af. That is the best reason for believing it, my 
dear ; but though this pretty world is never to be 
drowned again, the Bible tells us that it is, one day, 
to be burned up with fire. Yes, this earth, and those 
beautiful bright heavens which are above it, shall 
one day melt away in the great heat of that lire, 
which God shall send to destroy the world, and all 
th^ wicked people that shall then be found in it. 
That day will be as dreadful to the wicked, as the 
flood was to the people of the old world. But to 
the righteous, to those who, like Noah, have believed 
in God and obeyed him, that day will be far less 
terrible. They will not. care much for this world 
being burnt with fire ; for they will be looking for 
a much better world than this, which God has pro- 
mised them in his holy Word ; — new heavens and 
new earth, full of righteou^n^s. God will be able 
to take as much care of the righteous when he bums 
this world, as he did of Noah when he drowned the 
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old world. You know, that God can do eireiy thing ; 
so you will believe that he can destroy the world 
and make another in its stead. You know too, that 
our Lord Jesus Christ died to get a place in heaven 
for all those who trust in him, and live as he has 
taught them to live. In that great day, when this 
earth shall be burned up with fire, our blessed 
Saviour will be there to take care of all those who 
belong to him : — ^they will be as safe with our Lord 
Jesus Christ, as Noah was in the ark. 



FIFTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

THE TOWER OF BABEL. 

E. Mamma, were all the people in the world very 
good after the Flood ? Were they very much afraid of 
making God angry again; and did they try very 
hard to please him ? 

M. This ought to have been the case, Edward : but 
I am afi-aid it was not so. The world was soon full 
of people again ; and as they must all have heard 
how the old world had been punished for its wicked- 
ness, one would think they would have been much 
afraid of provoking God's anger again. Hardly, how- 
ever, had a hundred years gone by aflter Noah came 
out of the ark, before we read in the Bible of proud 
men, who seemed to forget God, and to think too 
much of pleasing themselves, and making themselves 
great They chose Nimrod for their king, who was 
a great man amongst them, and a mighty hunter. 
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He was afterwards king of a great city, called Baby- 
lon, which you will read about some day, when you 
are old enough. These men went a long way to- 
wards the east, until they came to the land of Shinar. 
Shinar is that part of Assyria where Babylon stood, 
and all the country up the river Tigris, as far as the 
mountains of Armenia. Now, when these men had 
come to Shinar, they said : ^^ Let us build us a city 
and tower, whose top shall reach unto heayen." 
How foolish are they who set about any kind of 
work in a proud and vain manner, without asking 
God to bless them in it; as if earth and even heaven 
were theirs, and they could do just as they liked ! 
God was angry with them ; not for building a city 
or a tower, but for wishing in their pride to be as 
high and as great as God himself, and for forgetting, 
as they seem to have done, that God's kingdom 
ruleth over all. Hear how they speak ! " Let us 
build a city and tower whose top may reach unto 
heaven?'' See how proud they are ! they wish not 
only to be great and high, but as great and high as 
God himself. 

E. Mamma, they could not build the tower 
tmless God chose that they should — could they, 
mamma? 

M, No, my dear, ihey tried in vain to get on with 
their work, because God set himself against it. 
** The Lord came down to see the city and the tower 
which the children of men builded :" and God, who 
can read the hearts of men, knew that, if He let 
them finish their work, tliey would become more 
proud and wicked still. Therefore he put a stop 
to it in a moment. 

c 
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E. How did God put a stop to their work, mamma? 

M. You shall hear, Edward. From the begin- 
niug of the world till this time, men had all spoken 
the same language; that is, they used the same 
words; so that all could understand each other. 
They had also, till now, all lived in the same part of 
the world. But God did not mean that it should 
always be so. He wished that men should spread 
over the world, and not all ren:ain in one spot toge- 
ther. And at die very moment when Niparod and 
his men were in the midst of their work^ and had 
set their hearts upon building a great city, and living 
in it together, God put a stop to it by making theoi 
all speak different languages, so that they could not 
understand each other, and therefore could not work 
together. Thus God, by his almighty power, hjji* 
dered them from finishing iheir work, and scattered 
them about, all over the world : and the name of tha 
city they had begun to build, was called Babel or 
Babylon, which means confusion. 

From this story we must learn neveT to set up our 
own will against God's will. God hates pride ; and 
very often, when men become very great in their own 
eyes, and forget God ; he, for their own good, brings 
them very low. We are all by nature, fond of hav- 
ing our own will : but God's will must be done. 
We say every day in our prayers, ^' Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven." Now we know tbat» in 
heaven, the holy angels do God's wiU \ery gladj^y, 
and never set up th^ own wishes agaiast bis. 
You and I, my dear little boy, and all who wish 
one day to live with those happy angeU, must try.tp 
love and obey God's wiU as they do. 
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HISTORY OF ABRAHAM. 

E. Mamma, jon said this morning, that you were 
going to talk to me about Abraham to-night I am 
glad we have got to the history of so good a man» 
I know Abraham was (me of the best men that ever 
lived, because my little Catechism calls him the 
iViend of God. Mamma, I want to know all that 
Abraham did, to make God so much pleased with 
him. 

M. I win try to tell you all that you wish to know 
about this good man, who was blest with so much of 
God's favour and love. When we first read of 
Abraham in the Bible, he was living with all his 
family, in a land called Ur of the Chaldees. Ur of 
the Chaldees was that part of Mesopotamia which 
lies next to Assyria. The people who were living 
in this land had forgot the true God of heaven and 
earth, and worshipped idols ; that is, they knelt down 
and prayed to all sorts of things, even to the very 
stones and trees, instead of unto God. God did not 
choose that his servant Abraham should live amongst 
such a people, and he told him to get out from his 
own country, and from his own people, and to go 
into the land of Canaan. And to comfort b. C. 
Abraham, and to make him feel happy in l^^- 
leaving his own land, God promised that, if he 
obeyed his voice, he would bless him very exceed- 
ingly, and make him prosper and become great, and 
C 2 
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thEtfae would gire Uie land of Canaan to his chil- 
dren and his children's children for their own. And 
Qoi said also, that in Abraham all the families of 
the earlh should be blessed ; by which we are to un- 
derstand that our Lord Jesus Christ was to be bom 
in the family of Abraham, for hie, you know, is the 
Saviour of the world : and through fbimell o\m bless- 
ings come from God. Many a pet9QP» with less 
faath in God than Abraham h^ wofold have been 
TeryrunwiUing to leave his owncouniM^$ran4bisown 
people, to go to a strange land, aiied.a strangB peop^y 
whom he knew nothing about But the. fe^it^^ 
Abraham did not wait to thu^k of all tUs,. I{^ 
knew that God could be to him more than all tbnt 
he had left, behind ; he knew that God could ma^e 
any coilntry, however far off and strange^ acswe?it 
home to him. God had promised to blesa him ; M(i 
Abraham was sure that, if the blessing of God w^i;it 
with hhn, he, should be happier in the land of Qi|- 
naan, than he' had ever been before* Therelore.))^ 
WBitednOt, but departed irom his own coun^.;f|^ 
thetLord had told him, and took with him Saorahibii^ 
wife, and Lot his. nephew, and all that he )mu1i mfi^ 
went into the land of Canaan. In the cour9e.^CAvls 
life, Abraham had often to move from tb^ |4%P^ 
where he was-settled, at God's command ; i^ot .livi^pg 
in a comfortable .fixed home, but pitoUng hi9 te^^ls 
fbra time wherever. Crod wished him to livie^i Nor 
did Abraham complain, as many would have dc^ae, 
at this : for he believed the promises of Go4,,thopg|i 
tbey wel:e still far. off; and he knew thiat . i]t ^4i not 
matter n^udiwheafe he lived in tbis.worMl; forJie 
was«to be- here but for^ veiy Uttle wjbilc^; bis real 
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home was in heaven, and when once he got there, 
he should go no more out, but lire there, without any 
change, for ever and ever. This was Abraham's faith, 
and tiierefore he left Ur of the Chaldees, and went 
into the land of Canaan. 

E. Where is the land of Canaan, mamma ? 

M. It is in A«ia, my love, between the Mediter- 
ranean iseaand the mountains of Arabia, and reaebes 
from Egypt to Ph<3enicia. As it is of all lands, 
the is^st interesting to Christians, we will get the 
tnap atd. see exactly how it is bounded. Now you 
can se^ that Canaan has the mountains of Lebanon 
on the north ; the wilderness of Paran, Idumea, and 
Egjrpt on the south ; the mountains of Arabia on 
the' east ^ and on the west the Mediterranean, which 
usefd to be called the Great Sea. The land of Ca- 
naan has been called, at difibrent times, by many dif- 
ferent names, all of which you must try to remember. 
First, it was called the land of Canaan, after Canaan, 
olxe of Noah's grandchildren ; then Palestine, from 
^e people whom the Hebrews called Philistines, 
but the Greeks and Romans called them PsAestines : 
after this, it was called the land of Promise, because 
it was the land God promised to Abraham ; then the 
land of Israel, because the Iisraelites lived there ; and 
the land of Judah, from the Jews. Last of all, this 
Messed spot was called the Holy Land, because there 
our Lord Jesus Christ was bom, and lived, and died, 
and rose again. It is as you see but a small country, 
yet ohe that must ever be dear to Christians. 

■ Bat T dare say you wish tohear more of Abraham. 
One of the first things we read about him, after he 
got to the land of Canaan, is his kindness to his ne- 
C3 
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phew Lot, who had moved with him from the land 
of his fathers. Abraham and Lot lived together at 
first ; but they grew rich, and had a great many ser- 
vants and cattle ; and the servants of Lot and the 
servants of Abraham quarrelled, and could not live in 
peace with one another. This grieved Abraham, 
for, like all good men, he loved peace, and hated 
quarrelling. At last Abraham thought it was better 
for them to part, and to live in difibrent places. Now 
some parts of the country were much richer and bet** 
ter and more beautiful than others ; but Abraham 
was not anxious to get the best of eveiy thitig ; he 
wished to please Lot rather than himself, and he 
begged him to look all around him, and to choose 
whichever part of the laud he liked best Then 
Lot looked and saw that all the plain of Jordan was 
well watered every where, and beautiful as the gar- 
den of the Lord ; so he chose the plain of Jordan, 
and pitched his tent near Sodom and Gomorrah. 
But Lot had soon reason to be sony for his choice ; 
for the people who lived in Sodom were exceedingly 
wicked, and he was soon obliged to leave those beau- 
tiful plains, and his flocks and herds, and all tjiat he 
had, when God burnt those wicked cities with fire 
from heaven. But Abraham, who had been so fond 
of peace, and so willing to let Lot have the best of 
the land, instead of keeping it for himself, was 
blessed in what Lot had left him ; for God made 
him rich and great. Now, Edward, I hope you 
will remember this part of Abraham's story, and 
learn from it to hate quarrdJing, and to be ready ev^n 
to give up your own wishes, for the sake <tf kindness 
and peace. 
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£. Mamma, when I am going to. be unkind and 
selfish, I will thitik of Abraham, and try to love my 
brother better than myself. 

M* That is just what I wish, my dear boy ; and 
I am quite sure that you will be much happier, when 
you. are trying to please others, than when you are 
only thiiiking what you like yourself Selfish people 
are not happy. But God will bless a little child 
who^ tries to follow the example of those good men, 
wfaom he relads of in the Bible : God will make that 
dnld luvppy. 

\E.. Mamma, Jilui Abraham any children ? 

M. Not when he first went into the land of Ca- 
staan ; but, some years after, God gave him a son, 
wbo' was called Isaac* Abraham and Sarah were 
very happy when God gare them this child, and 
fliey loved him very dearly ; more dearly than any 
<^ the other blessings which God had given them. 
And the child grew up, and made glad the hearts of 
his parents. And it came to pass after this, that 
God did try Abraham's faith. For he called to 
Abffaham and said, ^^ take now thy son,' thine only 
son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and go unto, the Isgod 
ixf Moriab ; and offer him there for a burnt- offerii^g, 
upon one of the mountains which I shall tell thqe 
of.'\ Now God did this to try his servant Abraham, 
U). prove whether he really would obey his voice in 
every thing, and whether he loved God better than 
his son Isaac, who was so very dear to him ; ^uid 
'o^d part even with that only son at God's comm^^d. 
AbrahrauB had, till this, time, always obeyed God in 
#v«i7 ikh^f but God had nm^r .tried Ixyax §o ni^ph 
before. That son whom God had given, axul .^hcuju 
c4 
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Abraham b^ ^iQTed; tliat son he was to d&r.up 
Inmfu^lfy o» ar sacdfic^ to the Lord^ that Odis. all precH- 
^Qu\o the* end of the W(»:ld, when thej ahonldi tead 
ik^^iory of Abraham, might see how great wai^U^ 
faitb and obedience, and how well he desennedi tote 
called, p,s he has been, ^^ tbe.&<her of the faithfiill?^ 

E. Ohl mamma, I do not think ^Abiaham^'coald 
obey God then. . .. t j> m >;. ■/ -* u 

M. If he had not had a great deal of faith^ I da 
not think he eould have done, so 3, bul Abtlth»ni4>e- 
Ueved in. God, and trasted.in hisisolfitcjvfecliiigtsiinr 
that God.w0uld siot desire him.;tp<'dol mo^iHabg 
which wsis not really fyx M^ owil i^iiDd.' ./Chei^ 
mueh as he lored Isaac, he lored God stiU ibetlcvf; 
God had given him that. son, and be te^tibat^im 
ought to be ready to gire him back at God's cemv 
mand. *^ Therefore. Abraham rose up early ki th^ 
morning, and saddled hij» ass, and took I^aac. hii^ 
son with him^ and rose up, and went unto the place 
of which God had told him. And when tbey csnao^ 
unto the ipla^^, Abraham built an altar, andlaoA 
wopc^ Uf on if;, and boimd Isaac his son, and laiil 
him>Qn the wood. And Abraham stitetched- outhi» 
hand, to slay his son." But God, who had S0eaffaii 
servant Abraham's faith and obedience, his trust utf 
his mercy and goodness, and bow. willing he waste 
do whatever he told hia^ : this: great and graoicRist 
God) called to Abraham out of heaven, and saidy 
^^ Abraham, Abraham ; lay not thine hand upon tho 
lad ; neither do thou any thing unto hiBft ; for aHMV* 
know I that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son from me." Then 
Abraham unbound Isaac, and offered up a ram. 
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which he found ready en the spot, mstead of bis 
aon, as a bnmt-^ofieriDg to the Lord. Surely no one 
c^ould be half so happy as the faithlbl Abrahabn al; 
that jBoment, when he found how pleasing his con- 
duct had been in the sight of Ood, and hea^d Ood 
call him blessed. Tfaink how foil of joy he must 
haTe been, whto iSod. gave him back his sohag^n, 
and he was able to take him once more to his 
mother.. . • . 

xNioW' 4hii< be^utifol account of Abraham wad 
W3ritteii< in flxe BiMe for our sakes, that we might 
admare his feitby • and try to walk in the steps of it 
We nay ofleii be caHed upon by God, though not 
qfiite in the samd way, to part with something that 
iftTery dear to us ; as dear to us, perhaps, as Isaac 
was to Alnraham ; and ha^py and blessed shall we 
be too, if we can obey God in every thing, and loA*e 
his will better than our own. If we hope one day 
to. see Abraham in heaven, we must try to believe 
and obey God, as he did. But there is another 
fBamg which the history of Abraham's offering tip 
lis son. Isaac was meant to teach us. It is 1i6 thttik 
of God's great love to us, in offering up his cnly'se«r, 
JeduB Christ, as a sacrifice for the sins of flie woritf r 
for A« was really sacrificed, and died many years 
after, on that very mountain where Abraham built 
his altar, and offered up his son. Isaac was only 
qffbredf not slain. Jesus Christ, God's only Son, 
was reaUy aaerificed oti the sad altar of the painlul 
cvoss :> yet he too was raised again firom the dead, 
and went back to his Fatheir's house in heaferi. 
Therefore, when we read of I»aac, We niui^t thitafc bf 
Jesus Chisst !' I dar^ say. Abraham thought of hini 
c 5 
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with joy ; because our Saviour said to the Jews ; 
^^ Your father Abraham rejoiced to see mj day ; and 
he saw it and was glad." 

E. Mamma, what did you say, was the name of 
tfie mountain where Abraham ofiered up Isaac ? 

M. It was called Moriah. One part of this 
mountain was named Mount Zioh, and was within 
the city of Jerusalem. There Solomon many years 
after built the temple of the Lord. The other paii 
of the mountain was called Mount Calrary, and lay 
outside of the city. On this part of the mountain it 
is said that Abraham offered up his son Isaae^ afid 
we know that here our Blessed Redeems cAed thtti 
precious blood, which was to take away the sii^sof 
the world. 



SEVENTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

ESAU AND JACOB. 

E, Mamma, what are you going to talk to me 
about to-night ? ? 

ilf . I am now going to tell you, Edward, some of 
the history of Jacob. 

Isaac had a wife named Bebekah. He lored her 
very much, and they seemed to have lived a quiet 
and happy life together. For many years they had 
no children, but at last God heard their prayers, 
and gave them two sons, whom they named £sau 
and Jacob. Esau was the eldest of these two 
brothers; but he does not seem to have been a 
good man : he did not fear God, nor take much 
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pains to please him, nor did be care much foi; tbe 
blossiog of God« 

£. Was Jacob a good man, mamma? 

M.. Yes, Jacob was a religious man.; be loved 
Gody and thought his promises and blessings of more 
worth than any thing in the world besides. But yon 
will find, as you Ja^>w more of the Bible, that none 
of the 6erva»t#j of Gpd, aot even the very best of 
them, wei^e qjsiie gopdi ^^ There is none that doeth 
good, and sinneth not." All mankind, since Adam's 
fall, have been sinners; all have had evil hearts 
within ih^m, inclined to do wrong; all have done 
mwy things they ought not ; and have left.undone, 
ihose things which they ought to have done. The 
holiest men that ever lived have felt themselves sin- 
ners before God ; and have had reason to be glad 
that God had opened ix> them a way of pardon. 
The holy Jesus, was the only person who ever lived 
amongst us without s&n. He was holy, harmless, 
without any spot of sin, and quite separate from 
sinners. He was not only firee from sin himself, 
but so pure and holy, that he was able to o^r him« 
selSf up as a sacrifice for the sins of aU. mankind ; 
and it is only through his death that we can ^hope 
for the pardon of our many sins, or that those 
faithfiil men, whom we read of in the Bible, found 
forgiveness of their faults. But I will go on with 
the history of Jacob, and you will see better what I 
mean. 

You remember, what great blessings and promises 

God gave to Abraham ; and how he had said, that 

these blessings should not be his only, but should 

go to his children and his children's children for 

c 6 
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Qyen laaac had.fi>aud God's promiseB to be true, 
fpr tb^ blessings of bis father, Abraham, had rested 
911 him also. And as Esau was his eldest cldld^ 
andheioved him very muchy Isaac wi^ed exceed* 
i^ly that the. promised blessings might beloog 
lo him*^ And Esau expected to have them; and^ 
though he cared but little &>r:,tb|pf really, sms you 
will soon see, yet he thought th($;t¥|Ls^ .sure of theni^ 
and he. called them his birthrigli^f ;r / 1;, ; 

.. £^ What did he mean by bir^hrighfir, mahaitta ? ' 

M. He meant that, as he watsi bOmr >firit,. he had 
a better right than Jaepb tt) itb^se^ ptooddsesaad 
blessings, which were.^to go. from lEy^tber ito sxau 
But Rebekah, their mother, loved Jacob best,- aod 
there&re was very aioxiousj that hi9 ^ould he^re Hie 
blessing. Besides which, Rebekah knew, :imd so 
did Isaac also, that God ttietot. Jacob to have it^ 
for God had told her so^ and ahe was sony ibo«ee 
Isaac wishing to act against God's will. Shetbeie« 
fore taught her son Jacob, that the blessing icro^t 
to be fak,.and did aU she could to make him wish 
ip ha^ve it. . i^^mand Jacob vrerenot at all lite oiie^ 
another, in any thing; EsaU was fbadof liimlxDg^ 
and li^ed much in the fields; but Jacob was a plain 
man, of a more, gentle nature, and was a ) good 
deal at home with his &ther ;and mother. Aad one^ 
day. when Esau had been out a long time hunttng^ 
and had had nothing to eat, he came home v^rjr 
faint with hunger; and he said unto Jacob, ^f Feed 
me I pray thee,, for I am faint." Now I think Jacob 
ought to have had pity on his brother, and to have 
given him some food direotly. But> instead of Ihai;^ 
he would not give him any, unless Esau would 
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> 

promise to give him up Ms birthri^'. ** Aiid Ei$au 
said, behold I am now at the point to die, and what 
profit shall thi& birthright do to me ?'* And he gave 
Jacob his biithrigfat, for a morsel of food! Bo llttte 
did Esan care for what he called his birthright !' So 
UtHe did he think of tlie blessings of God ! Surely if 
he had been' a^igoi^d n^an, he would sooner have 
boitte patienily •with 'the greatest degree of hungef, 
than have given e^ay the blessing of Gbdfdi- a 
little &od ! . Whaife eoold ever have made up' to him 
for sooh a' lo0S? K he Hved, what a comibrt^the 
blcask9g of'Qod faadbeen to him all his life long! 
and if ihe died, was^' th^e any thing else that could 
bcfjof Jany use to him in Ihe world to come ? That 
wi^ld, where it matters Utfle whether we may hav^ 
been "ftill or hungry, rich or poor, here, if we havd 
battnade sure of God's &vourand'love! ^ 

Now does Edward think that he really under- 
stotids all- that I have been telling him about Ei^ti 
s^foig his birthright ? ' ' 

^^'JB: Yes, mamma! I quite understand all tlrat jfotf 
birre said. Go on ; I like this stoiy very mudh;' ^ 
wantito know whether Isaac did bless Jacob. -^' 
.Mi You shall hear. We learn from the BiMe;- 
tliart «oBie time after this, when Isaac was (M £thcF 
could not see, and when he thought perhaps that he 
might not have much longer to live, he wished 'to 
bless his son Esau before he died. ^^ And he called 
him, • and said unto him, my son, behold ! now I 
am old, and know not the day of my death ; noxv 
therrfore,'take I pray thee' fliy weapons, thy tjuiver 
aAd'thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me 
some veniaon, and make me savoury meat, such as I 
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lor^, and bring it to me ihat I may eat ; that my 
0oul may bless thee before I die. And Esau went 
to the field, to hunt for venison and to bring iL" 
Now Rebekah heard what Isaac said unto his son ; 
and she was afraid that Isaac woidd really give the 
blessing to Esau, and that Jacob would lose it Now 
in her very great wish that Jacob should be blessed, 
and to prevent her husband Isaac from doing wrong 
in his old age, by going against the will of God, she 
was led to do herself, and to lead Jacob to do, an 
action, which must have been very sinful in tke 
sight of God. For she called Jacob unto her, aisd 
told him to fetch her two good kids from the flock, 
that she might make them into savoury meat for his 
father, such as he loved ; and that then he should 
take it to Isaac, whilst Esau was in the fields, that 
Isaac, who was very old and could not see, mi^t 
think it was his very son Esau, and so bless him 
before his death. Jacob ought to have felt that this 
was very wrong, and to have told his mother that 
he could not do it. But, instead of doing that, he 
wa& only afraid that his father might feel him, and 
find him out, because he had a smooth skin, and his 
brother Esau was hairy ; and that then he should 
bring down his father's curse upon himself, instead 
of his blessing. But Bebekah said, " only obey my 
voice my son, and go fetch me them." Then Jacob 
went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother ; 
and she made savoury meat of the kids. And she 
spread the skins of the goats upon Jacob's hands and 
neck, that if his father felt him, he might seem to be 
really Esau. Then Bebekah gave the meat and the 
bread, which she had prepared, into the hands of 
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Jacob. And he came unto fais father and said, ^^ My 
father !" And be said who art thou, my son ? And 
Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau, thy first 
bom ; I have done as thou badest me ; azise, I f^ 
thee ; sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may 
bless me* And Isaac said unto his son, how is it 
that thou hast ibund it so quickly, my son ? And he 
said, because the Lord thy God brought it to me* 
Then Isaac &lt him^ and thought that it was his 
very son Esau: and he said ^^the voice is Jacobus 
voice ; but the hands are the hands of Esau.'* And 
he gave Jacob the blessing. 

• Yes, Edwocd, you may well look shocked and 
aurpiised. > Thai; a man who feared God, could have 
aoted'so deoeitfiil a part by his aged father, and so 
usJi:ind and cruel a part by his brother, is indeed 
very sad ! A proctf that we have stnM hearts withizi 
U8, by nature inclined to do evil, when even a good 
man could fall into so great a sin ! < 

E. Did Esau know what Jacob had done ? 

Mj Yes ; he came in from hunting very soon after, 
and canied his venison to his £adther. And Isaoe 
his fiUher said unto him, ^^ Who art thou ? And; he 
said, I am thy son, thy first bom Esau. Then Isaac 
trembled very exceedingly ; and said. Who ? Where 
is he that hath taken venison and brought it to me, 
and I have blessed him : yea, and he shall be blessed ! 
And when Esau heard the words of his Mher, he 
cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry; and 
said unto his father, Uess me, even me also, O my 
father I And he said, thy brother came, and hath 
taken away thy blessing.'' But Esau could not be 
satisfied : ^^ And he said, hast thou but one blessing 
10 
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left^my fiuHier ? bless me^ even ixie also, 43 my father! 
And Bfian lifted up his voice and wept T' Then 
IsaACyirho was sorry for his son, blessed hka wi& the 
best blessing he could; but he could not give Um 
smdi blessings as he had giyen to his brother. 

E. Thus Jacob gained the promised blessrag I 
Bat could either he or his jnotheri have been happy 
in ^AtM gaining it ? ; ,.^..< 

M Indeed, none of them cduld* have been haf^y. 
And why ? because each one df tliem haA aeted 
wrong in this matter. And when <we ^ what we 
know to be wrong, it is in vAin tiiat we try ta.be 
happy ; even though we have got llie wish of our 
hearts ! Isaac had been very wrong in wishing txy 
act against the will of God, and in -^tiying to give 
those blessings to Esau, wMch Ood had said shonld 
belong to his brother. Esau wais very wrong in caring 
so little for his birthright, and being so ready to, part 
with the blessings which he thought to be his. Be^ 
b^lsah and Jacob were sadly wrong in deoeiTingi 
Isaacu They were quite right in wishing so much fov 
thd; blessing which God had- prdiaised Jacob : but 
they ought not to h£|.ve done evil, tliat good mighi 
come. How much better would it havie been, if Ihey 
had waited patiently God's time ; and trusted .in 
him ! Then with what joy might they have seet) 
the will of God brought to pass! But now they 
have changed that home, which was once so peane-i- 
inland happy, into a dwelling of strife and sorrow !" 

JE. Mamma, did God punish them? i< 

Jf . Yes, God punished &em all; for he hates 
sin ; and he shews his anger against it in -some' way 
or other^ ev^s in the best men. Isaac was pvmisbed 
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by being diisappointed in his fridi <tf blessing Esauv 
and in seeing that son; whom he loved so weU^ cftref 
less of tbc^e things which ought to ha^ie been SMSt 
dear to him. The Bible tells us, that bis oondaet 
was a grief of mind to Ms tender patent. Good men 
always see their ftnlts, and feel sorry for them. Isaac 
seems to hav&fidthowwvong he had been in wishing 
to go against God ; for when he found that he had 
btessed Jacob* ^fttead of Esau, he said, ^^ I have 
ble«»ed him, and he shall be blessedw?' Bsan wail 
ponisbed, as you know, by altogether itosing that 
blessing, wbieh 'hd onee eared so little for ; he found 
it impossible tb get it afterwards, ^^ though he* 
sought it carefully with tears;" 

£. How was RebdEah pimished, mamma ? 

M* She waspuhished far more tlian Isaac, for her 
sis had been greater; Think what she must hayefolt) 
loving Jacob as she did, when she heard Esau sayiin 
hia anger against his brother, that he would kill him ( 
Think what she must havefelt, when she' was obliged, 
for ' f(bar of his brother, to send him away ftom • Jnsi 
home ; to part with her beloved child ; to lose^ the' 
delight of* having him witii her, to ooibfort her ^wiih ? 
his diiity and love ; the pleasure 6f watching oirer 
him iierself, and of doing him good ! Think, again^i 
what must have been BebekahNs sorrow, when sher 
found, after she had parted with him, thatshd 
should* see his face no more ! When' she sent him 
away, she thonght she was coaly losing him for a little 
whilei : for sh6 promised to 9end andfoteh him again, 
as soon as his brother's anger was'patoed away. But 
so it was not to be ; her eyes were never more glad- 
dened by the sight of Jacob ! Rebekah seems to have 
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died while he was abseot from his fGLther's house. 
As to Jacob, his punishment began when he was 
obliged to fly from his home; but it did not end 
there. He was punished in all the sorrows of his 
life, which were very many ; and of which you x»ay 
some day read a fuU account in the Word of GfocI. 
But they were such as obliged Jacob himself to say, 
when he was an old man, '^ Few and evil have the 
days of my life been " 

Here we must leave off for to-night, to talk moife 
about Jacob, I hope, another time* 



EIGHTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

THE LADDER FBOM HEAVEN. 

E. Mamma, we are to talk about Jacob again 
tO'-night; for you said you had more to tell me 
alieout him. I want to know, whether he went 
away from his home, as soon as he had got the 
bli^sing. 

M. Yes, Isaac and Rebekah seem to have sent him 
aiway very soon after. But Isaac called him to him, 
and blessed him again before he went, and told him 
to go to Padanaram, a country a great way off in 
Mesopotamia, to the house of Laban, his mothcnr's 
brother. And the last words his father Isaac said 
to him were, ^^ God Almighty bless thee, my aoii^ 
and give thee the blessing of Abraham.'' Then 
Jacob departed, and went towards Padanaram* 

E. Poor Jacob ! I am very sorry for him^ : 
Are not you sorry ? 
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M. Yes, my love; we cannot help feeling grieved 
for him ; for his heart must have been full of sorrow* 
But, though obliged to leave his earthly parents, 
his heavenly Father was with him, God is always 
near at hand to comfort those who are sorry for thdr 
sins. For ^^ as a iaiher pitieth his children, so the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him." God did not 
leave Jacob lonig: without comfort. The next thuig 
we read of him is, that as he was going towards 
Haran, inght came on, and as there was no house 
near for him to go to, he was obliged to lie down to 
sleep upon the cold ground, with nothing but stones 
for his pillow. But I dare say Jacob had sweeter 
rest here than he had ever known in his own com- 
fortable bed in his father's house. For, in his sleep, 
he saw a ladder, one end of which was upon the 
earth, and the other end reached to heaven. Upon 
this ladder (he blessed angels of God were ascend- 
ing and descending, to watch over the sleep of Jacob, 
and to protect him from all harm. Surely Jaepb 
could have feared no evil, with such a glorious com- 
pany of angels round his head ! But, whilst he was 
wondering, I dare say, why^ese heavenly beifigs 
should be hovering about his pillow; behold, the 
Lord himself stood above the ladder. And lest 
Jacob should be afraid, God spoke to him, and said: 
^^ I am the God of Abraham thy father, and the God 
of Isaac ; and in thee shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed." And then, because Jacob was poor, and 
had nothing that he could call his own, God told him, 
that the very country in which he was then sleeping 
should be given to him, and to his children a&er 
him. And then to comfort him, whilst a wanderer 
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from his father's house, and alone, the Lord said 
imto him, " behold I am with thee, and will keep 
thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring 
thee again into this land ; for I will not leave thee." 
Oh ! how Jacob must have been comforted by these 
gracious words ; in which the great Ood of heaven 
and earth himself promised to be- with him every- 
where; to take care of him, and to bring him back 
to his home again ! But whenhe awaked out of his 
sleep, and most likely recollected how he had: eft 
fielded God, he was afraid, and said: "Surely «he 
Lord is in this place, and I knew it not ! How 
dreadful is this place ! This is iHmQ other but &6 
house of God ; this is the gate of heaven !'* And 
Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the 
stones he had put for his pillow, and pat them up in 
a heap to mark the spot where God had thus ap* 
peared to him, that he might know it, if ever he 
came back to his father's house again. And he called 
the name of the place, ** Bethel ;" which means " the 
house of God.'' And th^ Jacob said, that if he 
found Grod with him, to keep him in the way that be 
w'ent, and to give him bfead to eat, and raiment to 
put on, and to bring him back to his father^s bouse 
in peace ; then in this veiy spot where he had now 
set up a pillar of stones, he would build an altar, 
and offer sacrifices of praise to the Lord his God. 

E. Oh ! mamma what a beautiftd story that is of 
th^ ladder from heaven ! How glad Jacob must 
have been, to have seen those blessed angels going 
up and down upon it. 

M. Yes, Edward, it must indeed have been a 
glorious sight, and intended, I have no doubt, not 
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only for Jacob's comfort, but for all those who love 
smd serve the God of Jacob. This ladder, racKchuig 
from earth to heaven, may teach us, that though God 
is in heaven, and we are on earth, yet he is always 
near to watch over those who fear and love him. 
And as Jacob saw ihe angels of God going up and 
down upon the ladder^ even so those glorious beings 
are still sent toi hqvpr. round the heads of the righte-. 
ous. True^ xfre;)CaniH>t see fhem as Jacob did, but: 
th?yar^,]Mvertt^el)3a3,.all around and about us, both 
when we- lie down^ and when we rise up, and are 
alwBO^s watching over us to do us good. Let us re^ 
membeir,. then,, in, what glorious company we are; 
luad let us be very careful^ that we do not, by our sins, 
diive those holy beings from us ! 

E* Mamma, had Jacob still a very long way to go ? 

M. Yes, he had a long way to travel^ but God 
was with him, and brought ham safely to the house 
of his uncle Laban, who lived in Haxan. And now, 
i£iyoa will bring the first volume of thefFunily Bibte 
to i^,. I will shew you, in those nice cleat maps;, alt 
tbeiplCices we have spoken of lately^ . Hem you mo}! 
see Beersheba, where Isaac sjod Rebekah wesre 
Vi»mgy when Jacob left them -, and Bethel, where b^ 
set. up his pUlar ; and here we ni^ay see Haran, i|^ 
the land of Padanaram, where he went to his uncle 

Ek How long did Jaeob live with Laban ? 
. 'iff. He lived with him twenQr years; and they 
were, years of a good deal ctf sorrow to Jaeob« He 
did not Hke to live with Labau without making him* 
self, useful to him ; and so he took the charge pf.all 
his floeke s^d herfis;; and: whilst he lived th^ life of 
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a shepherd, feeding and keeping the flock of Laban, 
he suflered much from the heat by daj, and from the 
cold by night. For in that part of Asia where he 
was living, though the days are always hot, the 
nights are often extremely cold. But still move 
did Jacob suffer from the unkindness of Laban; 
who broke his promises to Jacob many times, and 
did not use him at all well, although Jacob did his 
duty very faithfully by Laban; so much so, that 
Laban himself was obliged to say, that he had learned 
that the Lord had blessed him for Jacob's sake. But 
God did not leave Jacob in his troubles ; he com- 
forted and supported him through them all, and 
blessed him so much, that, whilst he did his duty 
to Laban, he became very rich himself also. At 
length it pleased God that Jacob should return to 
the land of his fathers ; and, at God's command, he 
gladly left Laban, and set off to go to Isaac his 
&ther in the land of Canaan. And Jacob set his 
vnves and his children upon camels, and took with 
him his cattle, and all that he had, and went <m^ of 
Padanaram. And Jacob passed over the river 
Euphrates, and went towards mount Gilead. And 
aftef he had travelled a long way, he was oMiged, 
before he could get to his Other's house, to pass 
through the country of Edom, which belonged to his 
brother Esau ; and there he heard, that his brother 
was coming to meet him with four hundred men. 
Then Jacob was greatly afraid, for he thought that 
Esau would now certainly slay him, and his wives 
and his children. Jacob was quite unable to saVe 
himself, or any of his family from the hands of Esau, 
but he called upon the Lord in his trouble, which 
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was the best thing he could do. And Jacob prajred 
unto God ; and said, ^^ O God of mj father Abraham, 
and God of my father Isaac, I am not worthy of the 
least of all the mercies and the truth which thou 
hast shewed unto thy servant. Deliver me, I pray 
thee, fh>m the hand of. my brother, from the hand of 
Esau; for I fear him, lest he will come and smite 
me, and the mother with the children." And Jacob 
sent some of his servants on before, with a message 
of peace and love, and a present for his brother, 
that he might if possible soften Esau's heart to- 
wards him. Good men do every thing that is 
prudent and wise to save themselves from danger ; 
but at the same time they do not trust to them- 
selves, but look unto God to help them. Thus 
Jacob sent a message and a present to his brother, 
whilst he earnestly entreated God to save him from 
his hands. And God appeared unto Jacob, and 
comforted him ; and God heard his humble prayer, 
and changed the heart of his brother towards him, 
taking away all his anger against Jacob, and filUng 
him with love towards him instead. For Esau raiQi 
to meet Jacob, and embraced him, and fell upofit 
his neck, and kissed him. And Esau was very kind 
to his brother, and after he had been with him a 
little while, left him again in peace, and returned to 
his own country. Then Jacob went on his way 
and came again to Bethel; that very spot where 
he had slept when he first left his father's house, 
plone and poor then, but now surrounded by his 
own family, rich in flocks and herds, and about to 
return to bis father's house in peace. So sure 
and true had Jacob found the promises of God, 
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made to him in that very spot! And Jacob did 
not forget how God had been with him in all his 
troubles, and how he had blessed and comforted him. 
And he made haste to build an altar unto God, and 
called the name of the place, El-bethel, which means 
the God of Bethel. And God appeared unto Jacob 
again and blessed him, and told him, that he should 
be no more called Jacob, but Israel ; and he called 
his name Israel. 

E. Mamma, did Jacob go back to his father's 
house again ? 

M. Yes, my love ; God gave Jacob the great 
happiness of seeing his aged father once more. He 
got home just in time to see Isaac before his death ; 
for he was now an hundred and eighty years old; 
and he died very soon after, being an old man, fiill 
of days, and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him. 

E. Now, mamma, we have some more places to 
look for in the map. I want to see the river 
Euphrates, and mount Gilead, and the land of Edom, 
and then to look at Bethel again. 

M. I think we may just have time to do this, 
before you go to bed. 



NINTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN. 

E, Where did Jacob live, mamma, after Isaac's 
death? 

M. Israel, for that is his name now, dwelt with all 
his children in that land where Abraham and Isaac 
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had lived as strangers ; — I mean, in the Land of Ca- 
naan. 

E. Had he man j children ? 

M. Yes, my love ; he had twelve sons and one 
daughter. His sons were shepherds, keeping the 
fl6ck» of their father. Now one of the youngest of 
these sons, whose name was Joseph, was more be- 
loved by his father than any of the others, partly for 
the sake of his mother, Sachel. For Rachel was 
Israel's beloved wife ; but she had died when he 
was returning to his father's house. She had been 
so dear to Israel, that, though she was now laid in 
the grave out of his sight, he still loved her, and 
thought of her, and wept for her loss. " And Israel 
loved Joseph the child of Rachel more than all his 
children, and he made him a coat of many colours." 
And Joseph, who was very good, was a comfort to 
his father, after his mother's death. But " when 
his brothers saw that their father loved him more 
than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not 
speak peaceably unto him :*' they treated him un- 
Mndly, and quarrelled with him continually. And 
Joseph told his brothers of a very strange dream 
that he had, where he thought that his father and 
mother, and all his brothers, had bowed down to him. 
And they were very angry with him for his dream, 
and said : " Shalt thou indeed reign over us ? And 
they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for 
his words." And his kind father found fault gently 
with him, for telling this dream, and for feeling, 
perhaps, vain about it. At the same time, however, 
whilst his brothel's hated him for it, the good old 
Israel thought that the dream might have been sent 
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by GoA For in those times it often pleased (rod to 
make known his will and his wishes to his servants 
by iheir dreams, that is, by the thoughts he put into 
their minds when they were asleep. In this way he 
often told them what he wished them to do, or what 
he meant to do with them, ox for them. And Joseph's 
dream must hare been sent by God; because it 
afterwards came to pass, as yoa will see by and bye. 
Now Israel, who thought the dream must have come 
ftom God, paid great attention to it* Soon after this, 
Joseph's brothers were feeding thdir father's &>ck in 
Shechem, a place at a great distance 6x)m their 
Other's house, which was in the valley of Hebron. 
It is the custom of shepherds to move their flocks 
from place to place continually, wherever they can 
find pleasant pastures for them. And Israel was 
anxious to hear of his children ; and he said unto 
Joseph : " Do not thy brethren feed the flock in 
Shechem ? Come, and I will send thee unto them. 
Go, I pray thee, and see whether it be well with 
thy brethren, and well with the flocks, and bring me 
word again." So he sent Joseph out of the valley of 
Hebron ; and he came unto Shechem, to see if his 
brothers were well. But his brothers were gone 
farther on, to Dothan ; and he went after his bre- 
thren, and found them on Dothan. But the hearts 
of these wicked brothers had not grown any kinder 
towards Joseph. They still hated him, and were 
angry with him for his dreams, and when they saw 
him coming towards them, they agreed together to 
put him to death. And they said one to another, 
" Behold this dreamer cometh : Come now, therefore, 
and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and 
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we will say some evil beast hath devoured him.'* 
Little did Joseph think, when he left his kind and 
aged father, and went, at his desire, to ask after his 
brothers, that he should return to his home no more ! 
Little could the aged Israel have known of the wicked 
hatred of his brothers towards him ; or he would not 
have trusted his beloved child in their hands I' 
Whilst these wicked men were talking thus, Joseph 
came up to them ; and they would certainly have 
killed him, had not Reuben, the eldest of them, 
felt some pity towards him, and some fear, perhaps, 
of staining his hands with such innocent blood, some 
dread of the anger of the God of Israel. For Beu- 
ben said ; ^^ Let us not kill him : shed no blood ; 
but cast him into this pit in the wilderness, and lay 
no hand upon him." This Reuben said to save his 
life ; for he meant to take Joseph out of the pit 
again, and to give him back to his father. These 
wicked men listened to the voice of Reuben, so far 
as not to kill Joseph ; but they stript him of his 
coat, that coat of many colours, which his father 
had given him, and took him, and cast him ipto a 
pit, intending to leave him there, in that lonely 
wilderness, to be devoured by wild beasts, or to die 
of hunger. Their hearts were shut against their 
brother; they listened not to his prayers and cries ; 
— *his tears could not soften their hard and cruel 
breasts; — they felt no pity for Joseph, nor yet for 
their aged father, who so tenderly loved the lad. So 
little did they care for all this, that as soon as they 
had done the wicked deed, they sat down to eat 
bread ! And here let us stop for a moment, to think 
D 2 
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ivbat a frightful thing »in is. How full of danger 
we are, if we let any sin get into our hearts and stay 
there, without trying all we can to drive it away. It 
may be a small sin at first ; but, before it leaves us, 
it may become deep and deadly, and fill us with 
shame and misery for ever. Joseph's brothers be- 
gan by envying him and treating him unkindly. 
Then they hated him. At last they try to kill him. 
And so used are they now to sin, that the thought 
of what they have done, does not even fiighten ihem 
or make ihem unhappy. See Ihem sit down to eat 
bread, near that very spot where they have left iheir 
brother to perish vdth hunger ! And it came to pass 
that, while they were eating bread, they ^aw a 
party of men called Ishmaelites passing by, who 
came from Gilead, with their camels loaded with 
spices, balm, and myrrh, which they were going to 
carry into Egypt. Then Judah, another of Joseph's 
brothers, who perhaps was beginning to feel the 
wickedness of what they had been doing, said lo 
the rest : " What profit is it if we slay our brother, 
and conceal his blood ? Come, let us sell him to the 
Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for 
he is our brother and our flesh." And his brethren 
liked what he said ; and they drew him out of the 
pit, and sold him as a slave to the Ishmaelites for 
twenty pieces of silver. Thus was Joseph saved 
firom a dreadfiil death ; but, by the same hands that 
drew him firom the pit, was he given over as a slave 
to strange people ; to be carried into a strange land, 
there to suffer any miseries his masters might choose 
to put upon him. And this was that Joseph, who 
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had been the darling child of his father, and had 
always been treated by him with so much tender- 
ness and love. 

E. Mamma, did Reuben see him sold as a slave r 
M, No ; Reuben seems to have known nothing 
about it ; for we are told that he went back again 
to the pit, to look for Joseph, But, behold! his 
cruel brothers had been there before him, and Joseph 
was not in the pit ! Then Reuben was full of grief; 
for he had meant to take the lad back to his father. 
And he returned to his brethren, and said : " ITie 
child is not ; and I, whither shall I go.'' Then these 
wicked men *^ took Joseph's coat and killed a kid, 
and dipped the coat in the blood ;'* and they took 
the coat all covered with blood to their father, " and 
said, this have we found : know now whether it be 
thy son's coat or no.*' And Israel knew the coat ; 
** and said it is my son's coat : an evil beast hath 
devoured him ; Joseph is without doubt rent in 
pieces." Then Jacob rent his clothes, and put on 
sackcloth to shew how he grieved for his son ; and 
he mourned for him many days. And his sons and 
daughter tried in vain to comfort him ; for he wept 
for Joseph, and would not be comforted, because he 
was not. And he said " I will go down to the grave 
for my son mourning." Thus his father wept for 
him. Such was the misery that these cruel men 
brought upon their aged parent. 

E. Mamma, I want very much to know what be- 
came of poor Joseph after he was sold by his bro- 
thers. He must have been very unhappy. 

M* Yes, my love ; his heart must have been full of 
sorrow ; as he travelled along with those strange men, 
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thinking of the home that he had left, and of the 
kind father whom he should, most likdy, never see 
again. Every step that they took carried hhn fur- 
ther away from him; and thns made him more 
wretched. But, I dare say, Joseph had been taught 
by his father to trust in God, and that he looked up 
to him now, in his great misery, for help and com* 
fort. And, I dare say, Joseph felt very thankful to 
God, for having saved him from a cruel death, and 
that he tried to trust in him, to take care of him still. 
And we shall see that he did not trust in vain. The 
Bible tells us, that ^^ the Lord's delight is in them 
that fear him, and in those that trust in his mercy.'* 
The merchants who carried Joseph down into Egypt, 
sold him again to a person named Potiphar, who was 
one of king Pharaoh's officers, and the captain of 
those soldiers who are called the royal guards, because 
they are always about the king. But God had not 
left Joseph, although he was now sold again as a 
slave. God is with the righteous in all their sor* 
rows ; to comfort and support them, if not to de- 
liver them out of them. And God was certainly 
with Joseph, and made him a prosperous man. 
^^ And his master saw that the Lord was with him ; 
and that the Lord made all that be did to prosper.*^ 
And Joseph's master was pleased with him, and 
kind to him, making him the chief servant in all his 
house, and giving him the care of all that he had. 
^^ And the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for 
Joseph's sake ; and the blessing of the Lord was 
upon all that he had in the house, and upon all that 
he had in the field." Now in all this we see what a 
good man Joseph was. See how beautiful his con- 
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duct is, whilst a slave in the bouse of Potiphar. 
Instead of spending his hours in vain and idle sor- 
row, and in thinking of the time when he was a be* 
loved child in a tender father's house, he is patient 
and cheerM, contented to be whatever God chooses 
him to be, industrious in the work that is given him 
to do, faithful to the master whom he serves. Happy 
Joseph ! in being able thus to bear the wiU of God I 
Happj Joseph ! in being thus blessed by God in 
all that he put his hand to ! Yes, I say, happy 
Joseph ; for though torn from his home, and only a 
poor slave in a strange land, the blessing and favour 
of God were with him. And if we would be happy, 
we must have something of Joseph^s temper. His 
faith in God; his patience; his contentment; his 
diligence. With tempers such as these, we shall, 
iike Joseph, be happy any where, and any how. 



TENTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

JOSEPH IN EGYPT. 

E. I AM SO glad to think, mamma, that Joseph 
was happy in Egypt. 

M. Yes, he was happy for a little while in the 
house of Potiphar ; but his troubles were not over 
yet It pleased God that he should suffer a great 
deal, that his patience should be tried very much, 
so that his goodness might shine forth more brightly. 
When Joseph was in the house of Potiphar, he lived 
always as before^ God, doing, in every thing, that, 
which he thought to be right. But this was not the 
way in which all about him lived. Even Potiphar's 
D 4 
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own wife was a wicked woman; and she tried to 
make Joseph wicked also. But he would not listen 
to her. He had been obedient to his master and his 
mistress in every thing till now; but he would not do 
what was wicked, even at her command. He knew 
that his mistress was able to punish him ; but he was 
much more afraid of God's anger than of her's. He 
said to her ; ^^ How can I do this great wickedness, 
and sin against ,God?*' Joseph hated sin. Any 
thing to him was better than sin : nothing so bad as 
the anger of God. He would sooner part with aU 
that he had, than lose the favour and love of God.. 
Upon this his wicked mistress was so angry with him, 
that she got his master to put him into prison. 
Another sad change for Joseph ! But to this good 
man, a prison with God, was far pleasanter, than 
the most dehghtful place in the world without him. 
Oh ! let us try to be more like Joseph ; to hate sin 
as he did, and to be ready to lose any thing, or 
suffer any thing, rather than make God angry with 
us. Then we shall have God with us, as he was 
with Joseph ; for he did not leave him alone in his 
sad prison. The Bible tells us, that " the Lord was 
with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him 
favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison." And 
Joseph was very patient, and tried to make himself 
useful to the keeper of the prison, who was so 
pleased with him, that be gave him the care of all 
the other persons who were With him in the prison. 
And the Lord blessed the keeper of the prison also, 
for Joseph's sake. How excellent a thing real piety 
is ! which is not only a blessing to om'selves, but 
often brings blessings down upon all around us! 
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What a lesson of patience, and faith in God, we may 
learn from Jacob's beloved son, whilst he is in 
prison ! In this, as in all his other troubles, he 
seems to have seen the hand of God, and, instead 
of spending his time in useless complaints, to have 
tried, how he could best serve and please God, and 
how he could make himself most useful even in a 
prison. It was the goodness of Joseph that made 
him first a favourite with his father, then with Po- 
tiphar, afterwards with the keeper of the prison, 
and last of all, as we shall soon see, with Pharaoh 
himself. In the same prison with Joseph, and 
placed under his care, were king Pharaoh's chief 
butler and baker. Now each of these men dreamed 
a very strange dream ; and was much troubled, be- 
cause he could not understand it. When Joseph 
saw that their faces were sad, and learned the cause 
of their grief, he told them that God only could ex- 
plain dreams ; and he begged to hear them. The 
chief butler and baker told their dreams. Now 
God had given Joseph the power of understanding 
such dreams, so that he was able to tell them the 
meaning of theirs. And he told them, that they 
should both be sent for out of prison ; the chief 
butler, to serve the king again ; but the chief baker, 
to be hanged. And so it was. Pharaoh sent for his 
butler, to wait upon him, as he had done before ; 
but the chief baker he hanged. After Joseph had 
told the chief butler the meaning of his dream, he 
said to bim : " Think of me, I pray thee, when it 
shall be well with thee ; and shew kindness, I pray 
thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto Pha- 
raoh, and bring me out of this house. For, indeed, 
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I was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews ; 
and here, also, have I done nothing that they should 
put me into this dungeon.'* I have no doubt that at 
the time when Joseph said this to him, the butler 
felt kindly towards him, and meant to be his friend. 
But no sooner is he out of the prison, than he forgets 
the person who had been so kind to him there. Full 
of his own happiness, he never once thinks of the 
sorrows of Joseph. A word or two to the king, 
might, perhaps, have made Joseph free. But two 
long years rolled by and found him still in prison. 

E. Oh, mamma ! did he never get out again ? 

Af. Yes, my love ; it pleased God at the end of 
that time to bring Joseph out of prison ; and in a 
wonderful manner. King Pharaoh had two dreams, 
which he could not at all understand, which troubled 
him very much. He sent, and called for all the 
wise men in Egypt; and told them his dreams; but 
there was not one that could explain ihem to him. 
Then, for the first time, the chief butler remem* 
bered Joseph, and how he had explained to him the 
meaning of his dream. And he told the king what 
had happened to him in prison, and how all Joseph's 
words came to pass. Then the king " sent and 
called Joseph ; and they brought him hastily out of 
the dungeon, and he came into, the presence of Pha- 
raoh." And Pharaoh said unto Joseph : " I have 
dreamed a dream, and there is none that can inter- 
pret it, and I have heard say of thee that thou canst 
understand a dream." And Joseph said : ** It ift 
not in me ; God shall give Pharaoh an answer of 
peace." Joseph was too humble to wish to have the 
praise himself; he wished the king to know, that 
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all his wisdom came from God. Then king Pharaoh 
told his dreams, and Joseph explained them to him. 
He told the king that the meaning of his dreams was 
this : that seven years of great distress were coming 
upon Egypt, and upon the whole earth, in which 
there should be a very grievous famine, that is, a great 
scarcity of com and food. But that, before that 
time came, there would be seven years of great 
plenty, in which there should be a very great abund- 
ance of com, and of all kinds of food ; such an 
abundance, that, if care were taken, there might be 
plenty laid by for the time of distress. Then Joseph 
advised Pharaoh to look out a man discreet and wise ; 
and make him mler over the land of Egypt, that he 
inight see that the com and food were carefully laid 
by, so that the land of Egypt might not perish, when 
the time of famine came. And what Joseph said 
was good in the sight of Pharaoh. And he said unto 
his servants : ^^ Can we find such an one as this is ; 
a man in whom the Spirit of God is ?" And Pharaoh 
said unto Joseph, ^^ fcnrasmuch as God hath shewed 
thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as 
thou art ; thou shalt be over my house, and according 
to thy word shall my servants be ruled ; only in tlie 
throne will I be greater than thee. And Pharaoh 
said unto Joseph, see I have set thee over all the 
land of Egypt. And Pharaoh took off his ring from 
his hand, and put it on Joseph^s hand, and arrayed 
him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain 
about his neck : and he made him to ride in the se<^ 
eond chariot that he had, and they cried before him, 
Bow the knee ; and he made him ruler over all 
the land of Egypt." Thus was Joseph taken fix)m 
d6 
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a dungeon to a kings palace, with none greater than 
himself in all the land of Egypt, excepting the king* 
There was no honour so great, which wia.s not heaped 
upon Joseph ; so highly had God exalted him ! See 
now, whether his faith and patience had been in 
vain ! This humble, patient Joseph, whom we saw, 
a little while ago, a slave in prison, was now gover-^ 
nor of the land of Egypt As such, he began directly 
to do the business which the king had put into his 
hands. Whilst the years of plenty lasted, he went 
over all the land of Egypt, laying up com every- 
where for the time of distress. For during these 
plentiftil years the earth brought forth by handfuls ; 
and Joseph gathered com in such quantities, that, 
like the sand of the sea, he could not count it. But 
these seven years quickly passed away ; and, then> 
that dreadful famine which he had spoken of began* 
And it was in all lands, even over all the face of the 
earth ; only in the land of Egypt was there bread. 
Then Joseph opened all the store-houses, and sold 
bread unto the Egyptians. And people of all coun- 
tries came into Egypt to Joseph, to buy com. Here, 
Edward, I am afraid we must stop for to-night : I 
have so much more to say about Joseph, that we 
had better wait for another evening. 

E. I am glad you have so much more to tell me 
about Joseph, mamma, for I like him so much. 
Mamma, I know where the land of Egypt is. It is 
one of the northern countries of Africa. May I 
bring the map and shew it to you. 

Af. Yes, do, my dear ; it is a country that we often 
read about in the Bible, and of which you will hear 
a great deal by and bye. 
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E. Mamma, I do not know where the land of the 
Hebrews is — Joseph said he was stolen from that 
land* 

M* The land of the Hebrews was another name 
for the land of Canaan, where Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob had lived. Abraham, and his children 
were called Hebrews, after one of his forefathers, 
whose name was Eber. And the land was called 
after them. 



ELEVENTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

JOSEPH'S BROTHERS IN EGYPT. 

M, Well, Edward, here is Sunday evening come 
again ; and, if I can judge by your looks, I think 
you are very anxious to hear more of Joseph, whom 
we left, last Sunday evening selling com to the 
multitudes who came into Egypt for food. I told 
you, that the famine spread over the whole earth ; 
and, therefore, it was of course felt in the land of 
Canaan, as much as any where else. And when 
Jacob heard that there was corn in Egypt, he sent 
his sons there, to buy food. And ten of Joseph's 
brethren went down, to buy com in Egypt. There 
was only one who staid behind with his father, and 
that was Benjamin, Joseph's youngest brother, 
another of Rachel's children, who was very dear to 
his father. After the loss of Joseph, Jacob seems to 
have placed the chief of his love upon Benjamin ; 
and when he was obliged to send his other sons into 
Egypt, he would not let Benjamin go, for fear some 
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evil should happen to him. But the rest of the sons 
of Israel went down into Egypt, to buy com for 
themselves, their children, and their aged father. 
As Joseph was governor over the land, he it was 
that sold unto all the people of the land : and his 
brethren came, amongst others, and bowed them- 
selves down before him, with their faces to the earth. 

E. Mamma, did they know their brother again ? 

M. No ; they did not know Joseph at all. Years 
had rolled by since they had sold him as a slave ; 
and Joseph, a young lad then, was now grown to be 
a man. But not only was his age changed, his 
dress, his language, his condition, all is so altered, 
that it is no wonder that he seems a stranger to his 
brethren. What is there in this rich and great man, 
clothed in fine raiment, living in a house like unto 
kings' houses, lord over all the land of Egypt, and 
dealing out food to the thousands who come before 
him ; what is there in all this to remind the sons of 
Israel of that unhappy brother, whom they sold as a 
slave to .the Ishmaelite merchants ? But Joseph saw 
his brethren and knew them. Time had not altered 
them so much, it had only made them older. They 
were still simple shepherds, such as they were when 
he parted with them ; therefore he had no difficulty 
in knowing them to be his brothers: those cruel 
brothers, whom he had seen last at the frightful pit, 
when he asked them in vain for his life ! All that 
passed at that dreadful moment when his brothers 
had refused to pity him, when they stripped him, and 
left him in a pit, and then drew him out, not to shew 
mercy to him, but to sell him as a slave, to tear him 
from his country, his home, and his father, — all this 
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must have come back to Joseph's memory, when his 
brothers came unexpectedly before him to buy corti. 
But feelings of unkindness towards them could find 
no place in the mind of such a man as Joseph. 
True, his brothers were now in his power ; he could 
do with them just as he liked; he could punish them 
as much as he chose, for all their cruelty to him. 
But such were not Joseph's wishes. He had no 
desire to return evil for evil. His was a temper of 
love, forgiveness, and kindness, not of auger and 
revenge. He foi^ot that they were his enemies. 
He remembered that they were his brothers. Joseph 
lived long, very long before our blessed Saviour had 
been on earth, to teach us to love our enemies, and 
to do good to them who hate us. But the Spirit of 
Christ was in Joseph's heart, even that same blessed 
Spirit who helps Us to become good and holy, who 
has put every lovely temper, and every good dispo- 
sition into the hearts of all the good men who have 
ever lived, from the holy men of old, to those who 
are now upon earth serving God. Yes, Edward, 
you read the histories of Abel, and Noali, and Abra- 
ham, of Isaac, and Jacob, and Joseph ; and you will 
read of numbers more, whom you admire and love, 
for their faith, obedience, and holiness, for their 
lovely tempers and conduct Remember, when you 
read of them, that all which seems to you so beauti- 
ful, is the work of the Spirit of God ; — that Spirit, 
who will be given to you also, if you pray to God, 
to send him ; who will change every naughty temper 
in you, and make you holy and humble, and happy. 
But we will go on to see how Joseph behaved to 
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his brothers. We find fi-om his whole conduct, that 
his heart was fiill of forgiveness and love towards 
them, but he did not think it wise to tell them at 
once who he was. He did not know what sort of 
men they now were; and, though he might have 
longed to have discovered himself to them directly, 
he thought it better, whilst he was still a stranger to 
them, to find out all that he could about them. He 
wished very much to know whether they were the 
same cruel, wicked men, that they were when he 
parted from them ; or whether they had repented 
of their sins, and become better. He did not see 
his brother Benjamin amongst them; which filled 
, him with fears and doubts, and made him wish to 
take this opportunity of learning whether he was 
alive. Perhaps they had treated him, as they once 
treated Joseph ! Then his aged father ! What had 
become of him ? Did he still live ? This was hardly 
possible. Sui'ely, his troubles must long ago have 
brought down his grey hairs with sorrow to the 
grave ! Many thoughts, sad as these, must have 
filled the mind of Joseph, when he saw his ten 
brothers stand before him. Now was the time to 
learn all the truth. If they had known that it was 
Joseph to whom they were speaking, they might 
have been afraid to own the truth; and Joseph 
would not have been able to learn the real state of 
things with them, with Benjamin, and with his aged 
father. Therefore, he made himself strange unto 
them, and spake very roughly to them. And he said, 
" Whence come ye ? And they said, from the land 
of Canaan, to buy food." But Joseph pretended 



y Google 



ELEVENTH SUNDAY EVENING. 65 

not to believe that they were really come to buy 
food, and said " ye are spies : to see the nakedness 
of the land are ye come." 

E. What is a spy, mamma ? 

M. A spy is a person sent into a country or place 
with some mischievous intention, to find out secretly 
all he can, and then to make some bad use of what 
he has learned. 

Now the Egyptians had a great dislike to shep- 
herds; because they had, not many years before, 
suffered a great deal from a band of them, who came 
fi-om Arabia, and, being stronger than the Egyptians, 
made slaves of them, and treated them with great 
cruelty. At the end of thirty years, however, the 
Egyptians got the better of the shepherds, and drove 
them into Palestine. These people were afterwards 
called Philistines. The Egyptians had not forgotten 
all this ; and they did not like any shepherds at all; 
and they could not bear to eat bread with the 
Hebrews, because they were a people of shepherds, 
and came firom Palestine. 

E, What did Joseph mean, when he said his 
brothers came to see the nakedness of the land ? 

M, He meant that they were come to look about 
them, and to see what part of Egypt was the least 
protected from the attacks of enemies. And it so 
happened, that that part of Egypt, which lay next 
to Canaan, was the side by which it was most easy 
to enter it. On all the other sides, it was defended 
by large deserts and shallow seas. 

E, And that was the very side firom which Joseph's 
brothers must have come, mamma. 

M. Yes, it was; and therefore Joseph might 
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easily pretend that lie thought them spies. We 
soon see the wisdom of charging them thus ; for his 
brothers were so surprised at being accused of such 
a crime, that he learnt immediately from them what 
he most wished to know. For their answer was ; 
" Nay, my lord, to buy food are thy servants come. 
We are all one man's sons ; we are true men ; thy 
servants are no- spies. Thy servants are twelve 
brethren; the sons of one man, in the land of 
Canaan : and behold, the youngest is this day with 
our father ; and one is not." 

jB. Did they mean Joseph then ? 

Jf . Yes, they did ; but Joseph pretended still not 
to believe them, and to think them spies. And he 
told them that, if they wished to prove to him that 
they were speaking ti-uth, one of them must go and 
fetch their youngest brother, whilst the rest of them 
staid behind in Egypt. Then he put them all into 
prison for three days. 

E. Was not that very unkind, mamma ? I thought 
you said Joseph would not return evil for evil. 

M. Yes, so I did ; and I do not think Joseph did 
this ftora any unkind feeling towards his brothers ; 
but, by makmg them taste for three days only, what 
he had suffered in that very prison for three yearsi 
he wished to bring them to a sense of their sins. 
Whilst they were in misery themselves, they would 
be likely to look back upon their past lives, and to 
think, perhaps, with shame and sorrow, of their own 
cruel conduct to Joseph, which they might never 
have thought of before, too busy most likely, or too 
free from trouble, to have thought often or much of 
their wickedness. 
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E, Did Joseph keep ibem in prison only three days ? 

M. On the third day he went to them, and said : 
" This do and live ; for I fear God. If ye be true 
men, let one of your brethren be bound in the house 
of your prison ; and go ye, carry com for the famine 
of your houses: but bring yaur youngest brother 
unto me ; so shall your words be verified, (or proved 
true,) and ye shall not die." And they did so. And 
whilst Joseph stood by, and they were preparing to 
go, he heard them say to one another in the Hebrew 
language, which they thought he could not under- 
stand, " We are verily guilty concerning our brother, 
in that we saw the anguish of his soul when he 
besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is 
this distress come upon us. And Keuben answered 
them saying, spake I not unto you saying, do not 
sin against the child, and ye would not hear? 
therefore behold also his blood is required." Thus 
Joseph saw, that, by putting tliem into prison, and 
dealing with them as he had done, he had already 
brought them to some sense of their sin: he saw 
their misery, and, instead of rejoicing in it, he 
pitied them, and turned himself about firom them 
and wept. But still, though he felt for them, he 
determined to keep one, and to send the others to 
bring Benjamin : for he was not sure yet, what was 
become of him ; and he loved him so much, that he 
could not rest until he had learnt all the truth about 
him. Therefore he would not let them see his grief, 
but turned away from them to weep. And when he 
had dried his tears he went back to them, and took 
from them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. 

E. Why did he choose Simeon, mamma ? 
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Af. He seems to have been one of the worst of them 
all. Reuben, the eldest, had done all he could to 
save Joseph from the hands of his brothers ; Judah, 
the second, had felt some pity for him ; but Simeon 
was the eldest of those who had wished to murder 
him; and it was therefore right, that, if any one 
were to suffer more than the rest, that one should be 
Simeon. Then the rest of the brothers set off, to 
return to the land of Cana,an. And Joseph had all 
their sacks filled with com, and gave also food for 
their journey. And, imknown to his brothers, he had 
all the money, which they brought to buy com, put 
back into their sacks again ; he would not take it from 
them. And when they opened their sacks upon the 
way, to get food for their asses, great was their sur- 
prise, when they saw their money there also. They 
could not tell what to think of it ; their hearts failed 
them, and they were afraid ; saying one to another, 
" What is this that God hath done unto us ?" 

E. I do not see why they were so frightened at 
that, mamma. 

Af. I suppose, my love, it was their guilty con- 
sciences, that is, the recollection of their wickedness, 
that made them feel afraid of every thing. They 
had acted so deceitfully themselves, that they were 
afraid of being deceived by others. And thus, when 
Joseph only meant to be kind to them, he filled their 
heails with terror. Guilty consciences are easily 
frightened. 
E, Did they get back safely to their father, mamma ? 
Af. Yes ; they came again to their father in the 
land of Canaan. But I cannot tell you, this evening, 
any thing that passed between them and Jacob, 
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because it is growing late. You must think a great 
deal before you come to me again of all that you 
have heard to-night; and remember there is much 
in Joseph's character, which even young children 
may try to copy. You have heard already of his 
obedience to his father, of his faithful and diligent 
conduct in the house of his master Potiphar, of his 
patience in prison, and of some of his kindness to 
his brothers. Think of these things ; and may God 
give you grace, my dear child, to follow the example 
of this holy man. 



TWELFTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

JOSEPH MADE KNOWN TO HIS BROTHERS. 

E, Did Joseph's brothers tell Jacob all that had 
happened to them in Egypt, mamma ? 

M, Yes ; they seem to have told him every thing, 
and, amongst the rest, the sad news that he must 
part with Benjamin. And when he heard that Simeon 
had been left behind in prison, and that the governor 
of Egypt desired them to bring down Benjamin, 
Jacob their father said unto them ; " Me ye have 
bereaved of my children ; Joseph is not, and Simeon 
is not; and ye would take Benjamin away: all 
these things are against me." The aged man was 
worn down with many sorrows ; and, at the thought 
of losing Benjamin, he forgot, for a moment, how 
often the gracious providence of God had been over 
him for good, changing sorrow into joy, bringing 
good out of evil. By providence I mean the care of 
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God. To trust in proTidence, is to put our trust in 
God, or in the gracious care of God. When Jacob 
said, ^^ all these things are against me/' he forgot^ I 
think, for a moment, that nothing happens to us 
without God*s permission, and that we must patiently 
bear his holy will at all times. He little thought 
what care God was taking for his happiness at that 
very moment ^.he little thought, when he was asked 
to part with Benjamin for a short time, that he was 
not only to have Benjamin again, but Joseph also. 
Reuben wished his father to give Benjamin into his 
care, promising to bring him back to him again. But 
Jacob said : " My son shall not go down with you ; 
for his brother is dead, and he is left alone; if 
mischief befall him by the way in the which ye go, 
then shall ye bring down my grey hairs with sorrow 
to the grave." 

Now the famine still continued very grievous in 
the land ; and the family of Israel had soon eaten 
up all the com they bad brought out of Egypt. And 
when they began to be distressed for food, " their 
father said unto them, go again, buy us a little food," 

E, But, mamma, they could not go to Joseph 
again without Benjamin ? 

M, No, my love, " and Judah spake unto his 
father, saying, the man did solemnly protest unto 
me, ye shall not see my face, except your brother be 
with you. If thou wilt send our brother down, we 
will go and buy thee food ; but if thou wilt not send 
him, we will not go down ; for the man said unto 
me, ye shall not see my face except your brother be 
with you. And Judah said unto Israel, his father, 
send the lad with me, that we may arise and go. 
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that we may live and not dte^ both we, and thou, 
and our little ones. I will be surety for him, (that is, 
I will be answerable for his safety ;) of my hand shalt 
thou require him ; if I bring him not unto thee, and 
set l^m before thee, then let me bear the blame for 
ever." And when their father Israel found, that 
either they must all perish for hunger, or that 
Benjamin must go, he said unto them : ^^ If it must 
be so, now do this : take of the best fruits of the land 
in your vessels, and carry down the man a present, 
a little balm, and a little honey, spices and myrrh, 
nuts and almonds ; and take double money in your 
hand, and the money that was brought again in your 
sacks ; take also your brother, and arise, go again 
unto the man : and God Almighty give you mercy 
before the man, that he may send away your other 
brother and Benjamin. If I am bereaved of my 
children, I am bereaved." By which I think Jacob 
meant, that he would leave in the hands of God, 
and was*willing that it should be now as should 
seem best to him. 

E. Oh ! then, mamma, he did not forget now to 
trust in God ? 

M. No, he did not ; good men never long forget 
to do this. Jacob places all his hope now in the 
mercy of God. And the men did as their father had 
told them, and rose up, and went down into Egypt, 
and stood before Joseph. 

E. Joseph must have thought, that they were 
never coming bsuck again, mamma. 

M. Yes, when he found that they staid so long in 
the land of Canaan, he must have began to think, that 
he had not doubted their word without reason, and 
10 
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that they must have deceived him about Benjamin. 
But at length all his anxious fears and doubts were 
happily ended. Benjamin stands bef<»*e him; the 
son of his mother Rachel. And when Joseph saw 
Benjamin with them^ he said to the ruler of the 
house, " Slay and make ready ; for these men ^hall 
dine with me at noon." And the men were afraid, 
when they were brought into Joseph's house ; and 
they thought of the money which they had found in 
their sacks, and were frightened, lest Joseph should 
think they had stolen it, and punish them for it. We 
cannot wonder that men who had shewn no mercy 
to others, should expect none themselves. And 
they went to the steward of Joseph's .house, to try to 
explain the matter to him. And he said : " Peace 
be to you ; fear not ; your God and the God of your 
fathers have given you the treasure in your sacks ; 
I had your money. And he brought Simeon out 
unto them." Then he took them to Joseph's house, 
^d gave them water to wash their feet, and food 
for their asses. And they got their present ready 
for Joseph, by the time he should come home at 
noon : for they heard that they should eat bread 
there. When Joseph came home, they brought him 
the present, and bowed themselves to him with their 
faces to the earth. You remember the dream that 
Joseph once had, which made his brothers hate 
him : see how it was brought to pass ; for here, for 
the second time, all his brothers bow down before 
him. " And he asked them of their welfare ; and 
said, is your father well, the old man of whom ye 
spake ?" Now Joseph was only anxious about his 
aged father : he was still uncertain, whether he really 
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lived, and must hare felt a thousand fears, lest, by 
taking away Benjamin from him, though only for a 
time, he might have been the means of bringing 
death more quickly upon him. But his brothers 
answered him : " Thy servant, our father, is in good 
health ; he is yet alive ; and they bowed down their 
heads and made obeisance. And Joseph lifted up 
his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's 
son, and said, is this your younger brother, of whom 
ye spake imto me ? And he turned to Benjamin and 
said, God be gracious unto thee, my son.'' And 
when he had said this, his love for his brother burst 
forth. He could not hide his feelings ; his heart was 
too full ; and he was obliged to leave his brothers, 
that he might weep alone : ^^ he entered into his 
chamber, and wept there." Then he washed his face, 
and went out, and hid his tears as well as he could, 
for he did not wish his brothers to know him yet ; 
" and he said, set on bread. And they set on for him- 
by himself, and for his brothers by themselves, and 
for the Egyptians by themselves, because the Egyp- 
tians might not eat with the Hebrews." And he sent 
messes to all his brothers, one after the other, ac- 
cording to their ages, beginning with the eldest. 
And Benjamin's mess was five times larger than any 
of the others. Still Joseph was determined to try 
his brothers yet more : now that he found that Ben- 
jamin was really alive, he was better satisfied with 
them, than he was before ; but there was a good 
deal to make him uneasy still. He was not quite 
sure that his father was really alive ; he did not 
know how his brothers felt towards Benjamin; 
whether in their hearts they hated him, as they had 

£ 
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once hated Joseph. In short, he wanted to se^ Hiote 
cleatly, whether they were better men than -ftiey 
were when he last knew them ; and in order to learn 
this, he determined to pat them to one trial moi«. 

E. How did he do that, mamma ? 

M. I will tell you. After th^ had dined withbim, 
he gave them leave to go back to the land of Canaati, 
with plenty of food in their sacks, as much as they 
eould carry. He had their money also put bafek 
into their sacks again. Besides this, he told the 
steward of his house to have his own silver cup, out 
of which he drank, put into the sack which belonged 
to Benjamin ; which was done unknown to any of 
bis bi*others. As soon as the morning was light, the 
n^n were sent away, they and their asses. But they 
had not got far from the city, before Joseph tdid 
his steward to follow after them, to charge them with 
having stolen the silver cup, and to ask them why 
theyliad made an evil return to him, for all the 
kindness he had shewn to them. Then were their 
hearts filled with fear: they assured the steward Jbat 
they had not taken the cup, saying : " Wfaere&re 
saith my \(xA these words ? Gt^d forbid that ihy 
servants should do this thing: behold the moiiey, 
which we found in our sacks, we brought again unto 
tliee out of the land of Canaan : how then should 
we steal out of thy lord's house silver or gold ? With 
whomsdever of thy servants it shall be fouud^ both 
let hini die, and we will also be my lord's bonds- 
men^" Then they speedily took down every man 
his sack to the ground. And the steward searched, 
and began at the eldest, and left at the youngest : 
and ^e cup was found in Benjamin's sad^^ What 
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WBs their wonder, and their grief ! They had felt 
quite siire, till now, that none of them had taken the 
cup ; but when they see it in Benjamin's sack, they 
know not what to think, but suppose that he must 
have been guilty of this crime. Then they rent 
their clothes, and returned every man into the city. 
-' And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's 
house, and fell down before him on the ground. 
And Joseph said unto them, what is this deed that 
ye have done ? And Judah said : What shall we 
say unto my lord ? what shall we speak ? or how 
shall we clear ourselves i God hath found out the 
iniquity of thy servants." This he said, thinking 
that Benjamin must really have taken the cup. 
And he said, ^^ Bdiold we are my lord's servants ; 
both we and he with whom it is found. And Joseph 
said, God forbid that I should do so ; the mean in 
whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my ser- 
vant; and as for you, get you up in peace unto your 
fathen Then Judah came near unto him, and said, 
O, my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a 
word in my lord*s ears, and let not thine anger, bfim 
against thy servant ; for thou art even as Pharaoh. 
My lord asked his servants, saying, have you a 
father, or a brother ? And we said unto my lord, 
we have a father, an old man, and a child of his 
old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and 
he aione is left of his mother, and his father loveth 
him. And thou saidst unto thy servants bring him 
down unto me, that I may aet mine eyeii upon him. 
And we said unto my lord, the lad cannot leave his 
father, for if he should leave his father, his father 
would die. And thon saidst unto thy servant, ex- 
£ 2 
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cept your yonngest biother come down wilb yoa, ye 
shall see my £aice no more. And it came to pai^s, 
when we came up unto thy serrant, my father, we 
told him the words of my lord. And our father said, 
go again> buy us a little food^ And we said, we 
cannot go down ; if our youngest brother be with 
us, then will we go down: for we may not see 
the man's face, except our youngest brother be with 
us. And thy servant, my fieither, said unto us, ye 
know that my wife bare me two sons : and the one 
went out from me ; and I said, surely he is torn in 
pieces, and I saw him not since. And if ye take 
this also from me, and mischief befall him, ye shall 
bring down my grey hairs with sorrow to the grave. 
Now, therefore, when I come to thy servant, my 
father, and the lad be not with us ; seeing that his 
life is bound up in the lad's life ; it shall come to 
pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, 
that he will die : and thy servants shall bring down 
th6 grey hairs of thy servant, our &ther, with sorrow 
to the grave. For thy servant became surety for the 
lad, iinto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto 
thee> then I shall bear the blame to my fiither for 
ever; Now, therefore, I pray thee, let thy scsvaat 
abide instead of the iad, a bondsman to my lord ; 
aoid let the lad go up with his brethren. For how 
^all I go up to my father, and the lad be not with 
me? lest, paradventure, I see the evil that shall 
come on. my father.'' So beautifully didJudsOi 
plead ibr Benjamin ! So deeply did he fedi for the 
nuseiy that the loss of Benjaaiin would cost his aged 
father!.- And now Joseph saw clearly that his bro- 
thers 'wereiquite aliered men; thiat they woidd sooner 

X 
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mfEer any tiling themselyes, than harm Benjamin, 
or grieve their father. Thus, too, he leamt that 
Jacob was still alive ; fc^ if they had not spoken the 
truth about it, if Jacob had indeed been laid in his 
quiet grave, then his sons would not have been ready 
to suffer so much for the sake of saving him from 
sorrow. This was enough for Joseph. His wish 
was, not to make his brothers imhappy for nothing, 
but to bring them to a sense of their sins, and to 
learn from them the whole truth. Therefore, when 
he heard Judah speak in so dutiful a manner of his 
father, and in so tender a manner of Benjamin, his 
heart melted within him ; and he could no longer 
keep from making himself known to his brethren. 
He could no longer hide his tears, but wept aloud ; 
so that the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh 
heard him. ** And Joseph said unto his brethren, 
I am Jos^h. Doth my father yet live ? And his 
brethren could not answer him ; for they were trou- 
bled at his presence." And when he saw their dis- 
tress, he pitied them ; for he knew that their dioughts 
must be gone back to the time, when they had 
sought to kill him, and that they must now fed sadly 
a£raid of his just anger against them. And he said 
to his'brothCTs: "Come near to me, I pray you. 
And ihey came near. And he said, I am Jos^h, 
your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now, 
therefore, be not grieved nor angry with yourselves, 
that ye sold me hither; for God did send me before 
you to preserve life. For these two years hath the 
famine been in the land ; and God sent me be&re 
you, to feave your life by a great deliTerance. So 
now it was not you that sent me hither, but God. 
E 3 
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and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord 
over all his house, and a ruler through all the land of 
Egypt." What can be more beautiful than the- con- 
duct of Joseph to his brothers ! What more deHgbt- 
ful than to see him, not only forgiving them all their 
cruelty towards him, but comforting them in their 
affliction, making even excuses for them, and looking 
upon all that had happened, as brought about by the 
hand of God ! ^^ It was not you that brought me 
hither, but God i" it is not Pharaoh that hath made 
me now rich and great, but God. Oh ! that we had 
all of us tempers like Joseph's ! Oh ! that we could 
forgive as Joseph forgave ! even finding excuses for 
those who have ill-treated us. Oh ! that we could 
suffer, as he had suffered ! that we could trust in God, 
and look up to God, as Joseph did, at all times ! 



THIRTEENTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

ISRAEL IN EGYPT. 

M. We are now come to a very happy part of 
Joseph^s history ; I mean the time when he and his 
aged father were to meet again* 

E. Ah ! mamma. Then Jacob did see Jo8^[>h 
again before he died ? I think you told me once, 
that he was to find him again ; but I had forgotten 
it. How glad I am! do tell me all about it, 
mamma. 

Af. Joseph could not wait long, after he had made 
himself known to his brothers, without seeing his 
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{tged ff^tber. And he said to his brothers : '^ Haste . 
ye, 1^ go up to my father, and say uuto him, Thus 
saith thy son Joseph: God hath made me lord of all 
Egypt: comedown unto me; tarry not: and thou 
shalt dwell in the land of Goshen ; thou shalt be 
n^ar unto me ; thou and thy children, and thy child- 
ren's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all 
thdit thou hast ; and there will I nourish thee ; for yet 
tli^e are &ve years of famine ; lest thou and thy 
bous^old, and all that thou hast, eome to poverty. 
And behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my bro- 
ths Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh 
unto you. And ye shall tell my father all my glory 
in Egypt, and of all that ye ha^e seen : and ye shall 
haste and bring down my father hither. And when 
Joseph had spoken these words, he fell upon his 
brother Benjamin's neck, and wept ; and Benjamin 
wept upon his neck. Moreover, he kissed all his 
brothers, and wept upon them ; and after that his 
brethren talked with him. And king Pharaoh heard 
that Joseph's brothers were come, and it pleased 
Pharaoh." And the king desired Joseph to send up 
waggons to bring his father and all his family down 
into Egypt : and he said, that he need not care for 
any thing that he left behind, for that the good of all 
the land of Egypt should be his. And Joseph gave 
them waggons, according to the king's command, and 
food also for the way. To each of them, he likewise 
gave changes of raiment ; but to Benjamin he gave 
300 pieces of siker, and five changes of raiment. 
And to his father he sent ten asses laden with the 
^od things of Egypt ; and ten asses laden with 
com and bread, and meat for his father by the way. 
E 4 
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And Joseph sent them away, and they w^t upoutc^ 
the land of Egypt, and came into the land of Cajctaai^ 
unto Jacob their father. 

E. Oh! mamma, what did Jacob say, when h^ 
heard the good news they had to teU him ? 

M. The Bible tells us, that when they told himy 
saying, " Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over 
all the land of Egypt ; that Jacob's heart fainted, 
for he believed (hem not.'* They had deceived their 
parent before; how could he believe them now? 
Besides, the words they told him were almost too 
happy to be true. Then his sons told him all that 
Joseph had said unto them: "and when he saw 
the waggons which Joseph had sent to carry him» 
the spirit of Jacob, their father, revived. And Israel 
said, it is enough; Joseph, my son, is yet alive;. 
I will go and see him before I die !" Long, very 
long, had it been, since the aged Israel had knowij. 
any joy like that which he now felt. All he most 
wished for in this world is granted him; nor does he 
desire any thing more : let him but see Joseph, and 
he will die in peace. Were he to live much longer, 
sorrow, in some shape or other, would visit him 
again. He longs to go to that world, where sorrow 
can never come. 

E. Did Jacob set oflP directly to go to Joseph ? 

Af. Yes ; he took his journey with all that he 
had, and came first to Beersheba, where his father- 
and mother had lived. And there he offered sacrifices, 
unto the God of Israel ; sacrifices offered not in 
sorrow, as they had often been before, but in joy and 
thankfulness ; sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving 
to the God of Israel ; that God who had never left 
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Wiii; who had borne him through many long years 
6f sorrow, a:nd had at length turned all his mourning 
into joy. Joseph, his son, was yet alive; and he 
was going down to see him, before he died. Besides, 
the pious Jacob did not like to take upon him so se- 
rious a journey, without beginning it with God, 
without first earnestly seeking God's blessing upon 
it. Nor were his praises and prayers offered up in 
vain. We read, that, " at Beersheba, God spake 
unto Israel in the visioQS of the night, and saidj 
Jacob, Jacob; and he said, here I am. And he 
said, I am God, the God of thy father : fear not to 
go down into Egypt, for I will make of thee a great 
nation. I will go down with thee into Eg}'pt, and I 
will also surely bring thee up again. And Joseph 
shall put his hand upon thine eyes ;'' that is, Joseph 
should close his eyes, or be with him, in the hour of 
d^ath. What comfort for Jacob ! He had, perhaps, 
felt afraid of going down into Egypt, amcwigst a 
strange people, who knew not God, and did not like : 
the Hebrews : Ibut now God tells him not to fear ; 
because he will go down there with him. " And 
Jacob rose up from Beersheba, and the sons of Israel 
catried Jacob their father, and their little ones, and 
their wives, in the waggons which Pharaoh had sewt 
to bring him. And they took their cattle, and B.c: 
the goods which they had gotten in the land 1706- ' 
of Canaan, and came into Egypt." And Judah 
went before his father to tell Joseph of his coming, 
and they came into the land of Goshen. And Jo- 
seph made ready his chariot, and went up, to xtkelet 
Israel, his father, in Goshen, and presented hiiftself 
E 5 
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unto him : and he fell on his neck, and wep$ otirlxis 
neck a long time. Oh ! what a blessed me^thi^ ! 
Happy parent, and happy child ! And as soDxi as 
he could speak, Jacob said unto Jos^h : '^ Now let 
me die, since I have seen thy face ; because thou art 
yet alive.'' And Joseph was anxious (hat hi* father 
and brethren should be allowed to lire in the land of 
Goshen; because they were shepherds, and shep- 
herds were much disliked by the Egyptians. " Then 
Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, My father 
and my brethren, and their flocks, and their herdsy 
are come out of the land of Canaan ; and behold, 
they are in the land of Goshen. And he took five 
of his brethren, and presented them unto Pharaoh. 
And the king said unto his brethren, what is your 
occupation ? And they said. Thy servants are i^ep- 
herds, both we and also our fathers; for to s€§omii 
in the land are we come : for thy servants have no 
pastures for their flocks ; for the famine is sore in the 
land of Canaan : now, therefore, we pray thee, let 
thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen. And 
Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, thy father, tad 
thy brethren are come unto thee; the land of Egjrpt 
is before thee : in the best of the land make fhy 
father and thy brethren to dwell : in ike land of 
Goshen let them dwell ; and if thou knowest any nien 
of activity amongst them, make them mlers over my 
cattle. Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father, 
and set him before Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto 
Jacob, how old art thou? And Jacob said unto 
Pharaoh, the days of the years of my pilgrimage 
are an hundred and thirty years : few and evil have 
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the day0 of my life beenj and have not attained uAto 
the years of the life of my fiithers, in the days of 
their pilgrimage." 
E. What does yUffcimzge meaB, mqimna i 
Af. A pilgiim^ my love^ is a person who moves 
continually from place U> pl^ce ; who wanders about, 
without any settled home. A pilgrimage means a 
j<Humey. Jacob might well call his life a pilgrimage ; 
for it had been a continued journey. He had been 
tosaed about from place to place, ever since he first 
l^ his father's house in Beersheba. You can re- 
member him at Padanaram, and then in several 
pfuts of the land c^ Canaan ; and now he is come 
into Egypt. So it had been, also with Abraham and 
Jaaac befiue him : for these faithful servants of. God, 
who were so highly favoured by him, had no fi.^ed 
home here on earth. God had provided better things 
foar them ; a better country^ that is, an heavenly one, 
tp which they were continually looking ^ . and for 
the sake of which they were content to wander here 
below. Buty Edward, Abra]iam, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and the holy mcsi of old, are not the only p^sons 
who may be called pilgrims. All ^ood mep that 
Qver lived, have looked upon themselves as such ; 
thai, is, they have remembered that this world was 
not to be tb w home for ever ; that they w^e cmly 
on a journey through it, to a better,-*npa8sers on 
thnmgh a world of sin and sonow to heaven, their 
true heme. 
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THE DEATH OF JACOB AND OP JOSEPH. ' 

E. Did Jacob live a long time after he came into 
Egypt^' mamma ? 

M. He lived in Egypt seventeen years ; and then 
the time drew near that he must die. *^ And it 
came to pass that one told Joseph, behold thy 
father is sick !'' And Joseph went immediately to 
see his father, and took with him his own two schxs 
Manasseh and Ephraim : for Joseph was anxioits 
to get his father's blessing for them, as well as for 
himself, before he died. ^^ And one told Jacob, and 
said, Behold thy son Joseph cometh unto thee; 
and Ii»rael strengthened himself, and sat upon the 
bed. And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said, who 
are these ? And Joseph said, They are my sons, 
whom God hath given me in this place : And he 
said. Bring them I pray thee unto me, and I will 
bless them. Now the eyes of Israel were dim with 
age, so that he could not see. And he brought 
them near unto him : and he kissed and embraced 
them. And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not 
thought to see thy face, and lo, God hath shewed 
me thy children: and he blessed them and said, 
God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac 
did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto 
this day, the angel which redeemed me from all evil, 
bless the lads ; and let my name be named on them. 
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and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac. 
So he blessed them.'' And Jacob called all his sons 
together round his death-bed, and told them many 
things that should happen in days to come. His 
address to his sons was very beautiful, and one that 
you will, I am sure, read one day in the Bible with 
great delight. And Jacob blessed all his sons ; but 
the blessings, which he gave to each, were very dif- 
ferent one from the other. I cannot now explain 
each of them separately to you ; but I must just tell 
you, that Israel blessed Joseph exceeding abundantly. 
Of the blessings, however, which he gave unto his 
sans, that of Judah was the greatest. For of Judah, 
Jacob said, Shiloh should come ; which is one of 
the names given to our Blessed Redeemer ; by which 
he meant, that our Saviour should be bom amongst 
that tribe, or people, of whom Judah was the head. 
And when Jacob had made an end of talking to his 
sons and blessing them, his eyes were closed in death ; 
but not till he had declared with his lips his readi- 
ness to die. Some of the last words he spoke were; 
" I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord !*' Death 
gave him no alarm ; it did not come upon him unex- 
pectedly, or suddenly : he had been waiting fbr'it ;' 
and even more than that, he had been almost impa- 
tiently expecting it. He does not even call his de- 
partm-e from this life deaths but salvation. He does 
not say I wait for death; but " I wait for tliy salvar 
tion, O Lord !" I think you know that salvation 
means deliverance. It is a word generally used in 
speaking of our souls ; and means the deliverance or 
saving of our souls from sin here, and from the 
punishment of sin hereafter. You know, too, that 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



86 fOURTEENTH 8UKDAY ETEmG. 

we owe oQr Balyation, or the aenring of our soul% to 
our Lord Christ, who died to deliver or mxe siimefs 
from the guilt and punishmeut of sin. But to ratum 
to the death-bed of Jacob. What does he lamn by 
saying, ^^ I have waited far thj salTation, O Loxd T' 
He had looked anxiousdy for the moment, when his 
salvation, which had been begun here, should be 
made quite perfect in heaven ; when he should be 
delivered entirely from sin, so as never to do wromg 
any more; when he should be delivered from a 
world full of sorrow and change, to go to one where 
tears are wiped from off all faces ; where age, and 
pain, and weariness, and sicJsness, and death can 
never com^ Happy Jacob ! so ready, so anxious 
to die. 

When Joseph saw that his father was dead, he 
fell upon his nec]^, and wept upon him^ and kissed 
him. And Joseph hfid his father's body canied up 
out of Egypt, as Jacob had begged him to do ; and 
he buried hin^ in the land of Canaan, in the cave of 
Machpdlah, where Abraham had buried Sarah ; and 
where Abraham, and Isaac, and Bebekah had also 
all been buried. And Joseph went back into Bgypt, 
he and his br^hren, and all that went vp with him, 
to bury his father. 

And when Joseph's brothers saw that their &ther 
was dead, they were afraid that Joseph would change 
his conduct towards them, and begin to punish them 
for their cruelty to him. ^^ They said, Joseph will, 
peradventure, hate us, and will certainly requite us 
all the evil which we did unto him. And they sent 
a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did 
command before he died, saying, So shall ye say 
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unto JiEMseph : Forgire, I pray theenow^.tbetra^pads 
of th3r brothers, and ttmr sin ; for Hx^y did unto tiiee 
evil: and now we pray thee^ forgive the txenp^m of 
the se«trants of the God of thy fathers*" But they 
Inew little of Joseph's heart, when they sent him 
this message ; fer he wept when they spaJce unto 
him. And Joseph said unto his brothers, ^^ Fear 
not ; am I in the ]dace of God ?'' Does not pimish- 
ment belong to God? Shall I then take it on 
myjself ? ^^ As for you, ye thought evil against me, 
but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass as it 
is this day, to save much people alive. Now, there- 
fore, fear ye not ; I will nourish yon and your little 
ones. And he comforted them, and s^ake kindly 
unto them." And they all dwelt in Eg)rpt; and 
Joseph lived to be an hundred and ten years old ; 
and then he said unto his brethen, ^' I die^ and God 
will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land, 
unto the land which he gave unto Abraham, unto 
Isaac, and unto Jaeob." Then Joseph charged his 
brothers to bury him in the land of Canaan. 

E. And did they do so, mamma ? 

M<> Yes ; when they retnnted to the land of 
Canaan, they took up his bones wifli them. 

JE. After Joseph's death, did his brothers stay in 
Egypt? 

Af. Yes ; they dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the 
country of Goshen, and they had possessions there, 
and grew, and soon became many in anmbcar. 

£. Was Goshen a part of the laml of Egypt, 
mamma ? 

M. Yes ; it was a part of Lower Egypt, which 
was a particularly rich country, lying next to Arabia 
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ai)dPale6tia%3yfidl offair pastures, and watm^ by 
many streams from the river Nile. Very glad, there-^ 
fore, were the sons of Jacob to move their flockis from' 
the land of Canaan, where the grass was all burnt 
up, to the green pastures of Goshen ; for Canaan was 
much higher than Goshen ; therefore the grass dried 
up much more quickly there. 

And now would you like me to give you an ac- 
count of Egypt, that country where the children of 
Israel lived so long, and which we so often read of 
in Ihe Bible? 

jB. Oh ! yes, mamma ; I should like to hear every* 
thing you can tell me about Egypt. 

Af. You know already, my lore, that it is one of 
the northern countries of Africa. Fetch your map 
and look at it Now you will see that it has the 
Mediterranean sea on the north, Abyssinia on the 
south, the Red Sea on the east, and one of the 
deserts of Africa, called the desert of Barca, to the 
west* It is divided into Upper and Lower Egypt; 
and its chief towns are Cairo and Alexandria. It is 
a long valley; the famous river <5alled the Nile runs 
through it; it is closed in by mountains, and has 
immense sandy deserts beyond them on both sides 
of it. Egypt is an eitceedingly hot country, and 
is faaiious for pomegranates, figs, olives, dates, gi-apes, 
melons, and many other fruits. The graceful palm 
tree also grows in Egypt in great beauty; and 
there is a very curious plant there, called the papyros; 
from which paper was once made. The hippo- 
potamus, the hysana, the camel, the antelope, and 
the iehneiUBon, are all to be found in Egypt^ 
besides this terrible crocodile, which is e^n seen oti 
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tliabaoks of the river Nile. Eagles also are common 
ia J^gj^pt Very little rain falls in this coudtrf ; bnt 
the want of it is made up by the Nile, a rery ex* 
traordinary rLver, which rons over its banks eveiy 
year, and waters the whole country, so that nothing 
can be seen but the tops of trees. After this every 
thing grows delightfully, with very little trouble to 
the labourer. This vexy extraardinary overflowing 
of the Nile is supposed to be caused by the falling 
of great rains in the mountains of Abyssinia, where 
it rises, and which lie to the south of Egypt A very 
beautiful kind of water lily, called the lotus, grows 
very abundantly in the river Nile. It is said that 
Joseph is still remembered in Egypt ; and that large 
granaries are shown there, where he is supposed 
to have laid up com in the time of famine, and 
which are still called by his name« Such, Edward, 
was the country in whidi the children of Israel lived 
so long ! By the children of Israeli I do not mean 
only Joseph and his brethren, for they died, and 
all that generation ; but I mean their ehildren, and 
their children's children for many years. There 
they lived, and there they became very many in 
number, and exceeding mighty : and the land was 
filled with them. But we must not suppose that 
they were always happy and comfortable in Egypt, 
as ihey were in the time of Joseph, and of that king 
Pharaoh who valued him so muph. In a few years 
after Joseph's death, things became very different. 
There were new kings over the land of Egypt, who 
knew nothing of Joseph ; and, amongst others, one 
called also Pharaoh, who did not like the children 
of Israel at all, and treated them very unkindly. 
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This king made slaves of them, and put taskmasters 
over them, who afBicted them veiy much, mi^ng 
their lires bitter to them with hard and difficult 
works, which, with all their diligence, they could not 
get done. Amongst many other things, the children 
of Israel built two cities for Pharaoh, called Pithon 
and Raamses, besides some very curious buildkigs 
caUed pyramids. Still the harder they wcvked, the 
more were they ill used : but God was with them; 
and the more they were afflicted by the Egyptians, 
the more they multiplied and grew. 

H^re, Edward, I must stop. Next Sunday I 
shall hare a very interesting story to tell you* 



FIFTEENTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

BIKTH AND EDUCATION OF MOSES. 

JE. Are you going on to-mght, mamma, with 
your account of the children of Israel ? 

M. Yes, Edward, I am ; and whilst I do this, I 
shall also ha^e to give you a part of the history of 
Moses ; as interesting a story, I think, as any I have 
told you yet 

E. There is a very pretty picture, mamma, in 
the Family Bible, of Moses in the bulrushes. 

M. Yes, my dear ; and we will have that by us 
l^hilst I give you an explanation of it. . You heard 
last Sunday evening, that the blessing of God was 
with the duldren of Israel, so that after all king 
Pbaradb could do, the Hebrew people still grew in 
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niunber, and were becoming a great people. When 
the Idng found this, he ordered that all their infiEuit 
sons should be put to death : and he charged his 
people, saying, ^^ Every son that is bom ye shall cast 
into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive." 

£. Oh ! mamma, what a cruel king he must have 
been, to make them drown the poor little babies ! 

M. Yes, my love, he must have been cruel indeed, 
when he gave such a command as this. Oh ! what 
sad news for every Hebrew mother! What must 
each in her turn have felt, when she gave up her 
infant to a dreadful death. Oh ! wretched Israel ! 
Miserable indeed must they have been now. Scarcely 
a house among them, which was not full of sorrow ; 
hardly one, where some mother was not weeping for 
her children, and refusing to be comforted, because 
they were not. At this time a little child was 
bom, of whom we shall hear a great deal by and bye. 
The name of his father was Amram ; of his mother, 
Jochebed: they were both of the tribe of Levi. 
And when Jochebed saw that her infant son was a 
goodly child, she could not find it in her heart to 
part with him, and she hid him three months. 
Three anxious, dangerous months, must they have 
been to this fond mother. How she most have 
trembled at every step she heard ! how every' ap- 
proaching sound must have filled her heart with 
terror, fearing every day that her treasure would be 
found, and taken from her ! During three months 
she had time to think of a thousand ways of saving 
her child's life, and as we have reason to believe, 
£rom the £aith and hope that she showed in Ood, diat 
she was a good woman, we can have, no dcmibtithat 
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«he offered up many, many ptayers, and entreated 
the blessing and help of the God of Israel in her 
endeavours to save her child. At length, when she 
could no longer hide him, she made for him with 
her own hands, a little ark or cradle of bulrushes, 
which she daubed with slime and pitch to keep out 
the water; and having put the child into it, she laid 
it in the flags by the edge of the river Nile, pro- 
bably that it might be hidden there without being 
carried away by the stream, and that she might be 
able to come again and feed it. The bulrushes here 
spoken of were flags of the papyrus; of which the 
Egyptians made their paper, and also their boats, 
and which grew very much on the banks of the 
Nile. This papyrus, when smeared over with piteh, 
• was strong enough to keep out the water, yet light 
enough to float upon it. The river Nile was always 
covered with these vessels of bulrushes, and it is 
supposed that the ark in which Jochebed placed her 
child was made like them in shape, so as not to be 
noticed as something strange. It is most likely too, 
that she put him into the ark of bulrushes, instead 
of throwing him at once into the river, in the humble 
hope that the God of Israel would, in some way or 
other, preserve his life. 

E. Mamma, I wonder she was not afraid, when 
she left him on the banks of the Nile, that some 
fierce crocodile should get him ? 

M> I dare say she had a thousand fears for him ; 
but she did ilie best she could, and left the rest to 
God. Having placed the helpless infant among the 
flags, she left his sister at a little distance fnnn the 
spot, to w^tch the little crtfdle, and see what would 
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become of it I have no doubt that Jochebed thought 

that her infant must perish sooner or later in the 

waters. But there was an eye over that little vessel 

far more watchful than that of the most tender 

mother ; even the eye of God, which seeth every 

where. This we see very clearly : for a short time 

after Jochebed had left her child, the daughter of 

king Pharaoh came down to bathe herself in the river, 

and her maidens walked along by the river side. 

And when the princess saw the little ark among the 

jSags, she sent her maid to fetch it. And when she 

had opened it, she saw the child, and, behold, the 

babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and 

said, this is one of the Hebrews' children. And the 

sister of the child, who had seen all that had passed, 

came to the princess and said to her, ^' shall I go 

and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that 

she may nurse the child for thee ?" And Pharaoh's 

daughter said to her, '^ go," and she went and called 

the child's mother. And Pharaoh's daughter said 

unto the mother, Take this child away, and nurse 

it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the 

woman took the child, and nursed it. Surely never 

did nurse so gladly take her charge ! Happy 

Jochebed ! with what feelings must she have taken 

the child to her heart and her home again ! Let us 

see here the wonderful hand of God ! Jochebed no 

doubt saw and blessed it. And let us observe it 

toOj — that we may learn to trust in God with our 

whcde heart> And we read that the child grew 

under the tender care of the mother, and that she 

took him when he was old enough, imto Pharaoh's 

daughter, who brought him up as her own »on# 
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And she caUed his name Moses, which, in the Egyp- 
tian language, means one saved or drawn out of liie 
water ; because she had taken him from the edge 
of the river. This was that veiy Moses, Edward, 
who became, afterwards, the great prophet and 
leader of Israel. I think you know already that a 
prophet is a person, or messenger, sent from God, to 
instruct and teach people in his will, and to tell them 
things to come. As the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 
Moses was educated in a princely manner, and was 
well taught in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. But 
though brought up in king Pharaoh's court, and 
from his childhood used to all the magnificence of 
a king's palace, yet Moses did not forget his own 
people, or his father's house. 

E. Do you think he often went to see his mother, 
mamma? 

M. Yes ; I think there is no doubt that he did so ; 
and that whilst Pharaoh's daughter had him taught 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, his mother took 
care to instruct him in the knowledge of the Grod of 
Israel, and of that Redeemer of whom Jacob on his 
death-^bed had spoken, and whom Adam, and Abra- 
ham, and Isaac had all been taught to look for. 
In his visits to his own people, Moses saw and 
pitied the miseries which they had to bear from the 
cruelty of king Pharaoh. He saw their sufferings, 
and could no longer be happy in the court of Egypt, 
amongst the enemies of his people and of their 
religion. The Israelites were the people of God : 
all the rest of the world at that time were strangers 
to God. Moses was an Israelite, and, like all true 
Israelites, believed in a Saviour to come. We have 
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seen what gr^at things the faith of Abraham and 
Isaac, of Jacob and Joseph, enabled them to do ; 
and we now see how, by faith, Moses was able to 
leave the conrt of Pharaoh, to turn away from all 
its riches and pleasures ; to refuse to be called any 
longer the son of Pharaoh's daughter ; and to be wil* 
ling to suffer instead any affliction amongst the 
people of God. His faith made him more proud of 
the name of Israelite, than he had ever been of being 
called after king Pharaoh's daughter. He was sure 
that in God's service he should gain, even in ihiH 
world, far more than he had left behind ; and that, 
in the next world, his reward would be everlasting 
life. Such was the faith of Moses ; and therefore he 
thought very little of all that he left, and gladly 
joined himself to the suffering Hebrews. Once 
more amongst his own people, he found it very 
difficult to see with patience all that they had to 
bear ; and on one occasion we read that he saved a 
Hebrew from the hand of an Egyptian, who was 
smiting him, and slew the Egyptian. When king 
Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. 
And Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt 
in the land of Midian. 

E. Where is the land of Midian, mamma ? 

Af. It is a part of Arabia Petrea, where some of 
Abraham*s family had settled. The road to it lay 
through a desert, and it was about eight days' 
journey from Egypt Now the priest of Midian, 
whose name was Jethro, had several daughters ; and 
they came and drew water at a well near which 
Moses happened to be resting, and filled the troughs 
to water their father's flocks. And some shepherds 
10 
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came and drove them awaj ; but Moses Btood up 
9iid helped them. And when they went home, they 
told their father, that an Egyptian had helped them : 
for so they thought Moses. And he said unto hie 
daughters, " Why is it that ye hare left the man ? 
call him, that he may eat bread." And Moses lived 
several years with Jethro ; and he gave him one of 
his daughters for his wife. Here, my love, we must 
leave the history of Moses for to-night. Before we 
meet again, try and think over all that I have told you 
about him ; and then we will go on with his history. 



SIXTEENTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

MOSES SENT TO PHARAOH. 

M. Have you thought over, as I told you, Edward, 
all that you have heard of Moses, from the time his 
mother laid him in the river Nile, till he went to 
live in Midian ? 

E. Yes, mamma, I have tried to remember it 
all ; and now I should like to hear something more 
about him. 

M. Whilst Moses was dwelling in the laad of 
Midian, it came to pass, that the king of Egypt 
died, and that there was another king called also 
Pharaoh. But the children of Israel were not at all 
the better for this ; they still sighed under hard and 
cruel bondage, and " they cried, and their cry came 
up unto God. And God heard their groaning, and 
God remembered his covenant with.Abraham, and 
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irk& Iiaac^ and with Jacob. And God looked upon 
the children of Israel, and God had respect unto 
them :'^ that is, the Almighty saw their misery, he 
looked down upon them, and pitied them, and took 
notice of their sad condition. Happy was it for the 
Israelites, that they had God for their friend ! Happy 
was it for them, that he heard their cry, and reinem- 
b^ed his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ! 
Happy was it for them, that they were the people of 
God : for he is both willing and able to help those 
who trust in him. Do you understand the meaning 
of the word Covenant? 

E. No, mamma ; I did not at all understand it 
M. When it is said in the Bible, that God re- 
membered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, it means, that God remembered the 
solemn promise, he had made to them, of blessing 
them and their children after them, and of giving 
them the land of Canaan. Four hundred years had 
passed since this promise had been made; but 
time and years are nothing with God. One day is 
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years seem to him as one day. The promise had 
not be^i forgotten, although it had pleased God that 
the children of Israel should suffer many things first 
in Egypt Perhaps, whilst living amongst people 
who worshipped idols, they had been led to follow 
their bad example, and had forgotten the God of 
their fathers : and their sufferings might have been 
permitted by God, as a punishment for their sins, 
and to bring them back to him. Or these sorrows 
might have been meant to be the means of keeping 
the people of God quite separate irom those who 
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Itnew him not, and of making them more willing and 
ready to leave the land of Egypt, when Grod sbovld 
wish them to do so. At any rate, their sufferings 
in Egypt would make them more anxious to get to 
the land of Canaan. We see here, how mindful 
God is of his word, and that whatever he has 
promised he will he sure to give. If he has poro* 
mised heaven to us, he will most (Sertainly give itua, 
if we only try to get there ; and if we do but get there 
at last, all that we have suffered on earth, will only 
make heaven more sweet and pleasant to us. Egypt 
is like the world, fidl of toil and trial : and these 
things are meant to tnake us more anxious to get 
to heaven — as the Israelites were to leave Egypt 
and get to Canaan. 

And now the time was come, when it pleased 
G6d to save his people from the cruelties of Egypt, 
and he saw fit to choose his servant Moses, to be 
his messenger to them, and to Pharoah, and their 
leader and guide, to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt. Moses was still in Midian, where he bad 
fled from the face of Pharaoh ; and be kept the flock 
of Jethro, the priest of Midian. And one day, 
when he was feeding the flock, ^^ he led it to tke 
back of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, 
even to Horeb." Horeb was a great mountain, g£ 
which you will hear much more by and by. I shall 
now only teD you, that it was on one of the lower 
parts of Horeb that Moses fed his flock ; for this part 
of it was covered with firuitfiil pastures, which wexe 
well shaded from the sun. ^^ And the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire, out of Ae 
midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold! the 
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bush bunted with fire, and the bush was not coa- 
maiedy' <x burnt up. ^^ Aud Moees said, I wiU 
mm turn aside, and see this great sight, why the 
bush is not burned.'' Now we find, that the angel 
who appeared unto Moses in a fiame of fire, waa 
none other than our Lord Jesus Christ himself. 
The word angel means Messenger, and the name of 
angel of the Lcnrd is often given to our Saviour in 
the Bible, because he came into the world as a 
messenger from God to man. And the Bible goes 
on to say, that ^^ when the Lord saw that Moses 
turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the 
midst of the bush, and said Moses, Moses ; and be 
said, here am I. And he said. Draw not nigh 
hither ; put thy shoes from off thy feet, for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy ground ;'' — ^made 
holy, Edward, by the presence of God. " Moie- 
over, he said, I am the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.'' These verses 
teach us, that our Lord Jesus Christ is God as well 
as man. You see he is first spoken of as the angel 
of the Lord ; which is one of our blessed Saviour'^ 
names : then he is called the Lord, and then God ; 
and immediately afterwards he speaks of himself to 
Moses, and says, ^^ I am the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Now when 
Moses heard these words, he ^^ hid his {skce, for he 
was afraid to look upon God. And the Lord said 
unto him, I have surely seen the a£Biction of my 
people, which are in Egypt, and have he^^rd their 
ciy by reason of their taskmasters \ for I know their 
sorrows, and I am come down to deliver them out 
of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bi^g them out 
f2 
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of that land, into a land flowing with milk and 
honey.'* This land was the land of Canaan, and is 
often called in Scripture, a land flowing with milk 
and honey, because it is very fruitful and well 
watered, fidl of fair pastures and flowers, where 
there might be plenty of flocks to give milk, and the 
bees might fill their cells with honey. The goats of 
this country are said to have given a greater 
quantity of milk, than in any other part of the 
world; and honey seems always to have been very 
common in Palestine; so that, even to this day, 
there is a great plenty there. '^ And the Lord said 
unto Moses, Come now, therefore, I will send thee 
unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my 
people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." But 
Moses was full of fear, when he heard what God 
wished him to do; partly, perhaps, because he 
thought the work very difficult, and felt himself 
greatly unfit for it. But it pleased God to comfort 
him, by assuring him that he would be with him» 
to guide and to protect him, — saying " certainly I 
will be with thee, and this shall be a token (or sign) 
unto thee, that I have sent thee, (or by this thou 
sfaalt know that J have sent thee,) that when thou 
hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye 
shall serve God upon this mountain.'' You remem- 
ber, that the mountain, firom which God was then 
speaking to Moses, was mount Horeb ; it is also 
called Sinai : indeed Horeb and Sinai seem to have 
been two tops of the same mountain. We will 
look at it presently on the map, when we shall see 
that it did not lie at all in the way of the Israelites, 
in passing fcom Egypt to Canaaji, the road fix>ni 
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Egypt being in a very different direction. There* 
fore; if they should afterwards come to this moun- 
tain, then Moses would most certainly know and 
feel, that he had really been sent by God to. bring 
his people out of Egypt. Then Moses asked God 
by what name he should speak of him to the children 
of Israel ; w^hich looks as if Moses knew very well 
that they had forgotten the Lord God of their fathers. 
*^ And God said unto Moses, i am that i am. 
Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel ; / 
«w, hath sent me unto you." It pleased God thus 
to make himself known to the children of Israel by 
the name of / am ; as if he would say, I am the Lord, 
or Jehovah (which is one of the great names given 
to God) am constantly and for ever the same — I 
know no change — I am from everlasting — I, Jehovah 
know no beginning and no etrd. Though my people 
may have forsaken and forgotten me, — / am that I 
am ; —the same that I have ever been, and ever 
shall be. Before the mountains and the world were 
made, I am God, from everlasting, and world with- 
out end. The idols which my people are worship- 
ping, are nothing but wood and stone ; or they are 
dumb animals which a little while ago were not, 
and will soon again not be ; but I am he, which is, 
and which was, and which is to come, the only 
living God, " And God said, moreover, unto Moses, 
thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel ; the 
Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me 
unto you ; this is my name for ever, and this is tny 
memorial unto all generations :" — which means, by 
this name \^ill I be known and remembered for ever. 
F 3 
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And God told Moses that he was to teU the 
children of Israel, that the Lord had seen theit 
sorrows, and would deliver them from Egypt, and 
lead them to a land flowing with milk and honey. 
And God told Moses, that he knew Pharaoh wonld 
not let them go at first, but that he would work such 
wonders in Egypt, as should fill Pharaoh's heart with 
fear, and oblige him to let them go. Moses heard 
all that the Lord had said unto him ; but he was still 
fiiU of fears and doubts. And the Lord did several 
wonderfiil things before Moses, which none but Gt>d 
could have done. For instance, God told Moses to 
cast the rod, or shepherd's staff, which he had in his 
hand, upon the ground, and it became a serpent; and 
Moses fled from the face of it. Then the Lord toH 
him to take the serpent up by the tail, and it became 
a rod again in his hand. Then the Lord saidimto him, 
** Put nftw thy hand into thy bosom, and he put his 
hand into his bosom : and when he took it out, his 
hand was like the hand of a leper, white as snow. 
And the Lord said. Put thine hand into thy bosom 
again, and he put his hand into his bosom again, and 
when he took it out behold it was like the other 
again." Now these wonders God did to convince 
Moses that it was the Lord who was speaking unto 
him, and that it was the Lord that sent him unto 
Pharaoh ; and he told him, that, in order that Pharaoh 
and the children of Israel might believe that he was 
really the messenger of God, he would give him the 
power of working such miracles as these before them, 
and many more, by which they should see clearly, 
that God was with him. 

E* What does a leper mean, mamma ? 
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M. A leper is a person afflicted with a very 
dreadful kind of sickness, which makes his whole 
body as white as snow. 

£. And now, mamma, I want to know what a 
miracle is. 

M. A miracle is something that can only be done 

by the power of God. Moses was to do before 

Pharaoh many wonderful things, such as none could 

do, excepting God gave him the power; and by 

these miracles he was to convince the people that 

he came from God. But Moses was still unwilling 

and afraid to go ; because he was slow of speech, 

that is, because he could not speak well ; because he 

had not the power of expressing himself as well as 

many others. And the Lord said unto his unwilling 

servant : ^^ Who hath made man's mouth ? Or who 

maketh the dumb, or the deaf, or the seeing, or the 

blind ? Have not I the Lord ? Now therefore go, 

and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what 

thou shalt say.'' With such gracious promises of 

help from God, surely Moses must have lost all hid 

fears ! Surely he could be afraid no more ! No, it 

was not so. Moses entreated God to send a more 

proper person, one fitter for the employment than he 

was. Then the Lord was displeased with Moses for 

his want of faith ; but he graciously heard his prayer, 

and allowed his brother Aaron, who could speak 

well, to go with him, and to speak for him to the 

people. And God told him, that his brother was 

coming to meet him, and that when he saw him, he 

should be glad in his heart. Then Moses went to 

Jethro his father-in-law, and took his family, and 

returned into the land of Egypt; and Aaron his 
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brother came out to meet him, as the Lord had said. 
But there will not be time to-night, to tell jou all that 
happened to Moses, when he got back into Egypt; 
Bring the map, and just let us look for a moment at 
the mountain, where God appeared in so wonderful 
a manner to Moses, and at the land of Midian, where 
he had lived so long. 



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY EVENING. • 

THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 

E. Did Moses go to King Pharaoh directly, witb 
God's message, mamma ? 

Af. We read, Edward, that Moses and Aaron went 
as the Lord commanded them, and gathered together 
all the elders of the children of Israel, and told the 
people all that the Lord had spoken unto Moses, 
and did wonders before them. " And the people 
believed ; and when they heard that the Lord had 
visited the children of Israel, and looked upon their 
affliction, then they bowed their beads, and wor- 
shipped.'' After this, Moses and Aaron went to 
King Pharaoh, and told him saying, '^ Thus satth 
the Lord God of Israel, let my people go, that they 
may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness. But 
Pharaoh said. Who is Jehovah, that I should obey 
his voice, to let Israel go ? I know not Jehovah ; 
neither will I let Israel go." And, from that day, 
Pharaoh made the children of Israel work harder 
than they had ever done before, desiring that they 
might no longer have straw given them to make 
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their. -bridka o£y bat that they should, from Aat tine, 
be/ obliged to find their own straw, and at the same 
time get done as much work as they did when they 
had straw giv^i them. And the people entreated 
the king to hare pity on them, but in vain. He 
only said, " Ye are idle ; ye are idle ; there shall no 
straw be given you." Then the children of Israel 
were angry with Moses and Aaron ; because, on 
account of what they had said to Pharaoh, he 
now treated the children of Israel worse than he 
had ever done before. " And when Moses spake 
unto the children of Israel, they hearkened not unto 
him, for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage." 
Then again, by the command of God, did Moses go 
unto Pharaoh to entreat him to let the children of 
Israel go ; and he did, before the king tlie wonders 
which God had shewed him: but his heart M'as 
hardened, and he would not let them go. Then 
God commanded Moses to go to Pharaoh in the 
morning, when he took his walk by the river, and to 
take his rod in his hand, and to smite the waters of 
the river before him, which should all be turned 
into blood* And Moses did as God told him, ^^ and 
took his rod, and stretched out his hand upon U)e 
waters ot Egypt, upon its streams, its rivers, and its 
ponds, asd upon all their pools of water, and^upoa 
all the vessels of wood and stone, in which they had 
water ; and all these waters, and the watears of tlie 
river, were turned into blood. And the fish that 
were in the river died, and the river statik, and the 
Egyptians could not drink of the waters of the river ; 
and there was blood throughout all the- land of 
Kgypt." Seven days did' this sad change in the 
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waters last ; but still Pharaoh would not listen to 
the voke of Moses and Aaron. Then God told 
Moses to stretch forth his hand orer the river, and 
over all the waters^ and to bring firogs over all the 
land of Egypt, which should go up into the hou^e of 
Pharaoh, and into his bed-chambers, and into his 
bed, and into the houses of his servants, and of his 
people, and upon their food, and upon King Phaoraoh 
himself, and upon all his people. And Moses did 
so ; and frogs came over all the land of Egypt, as 
the Lord had said. Then King Pharaoh called for 
Moses and Aaron, and said, ^^ Intreat the Lord, that 
he may take away the frogs from me, and from my 
people, and I will let the people go, that they may 
sacrifice unto the Lord." But no sooner did the Lord 
hear the voice of Moses, and take away this evil from 
Pharaoh and his people, than the king foi^ot what he 
had suffered, and would not let the Israelites ga 

E. Oh ! mamma, what a wicked man he must 
have been, when he saw what dreadfrd things Crod 
could do, and yet would not obey hint ! 

M, Yes, my love; we see in BLing Pharaoh, a 
very wicked and hard-hearted man. Ghreat and 
dreadfrd were the plagues that the Lord brought 
upon the land of Egypt, before the king would' let 
the children of Israel go. At one time, he covered 
the whole land, both man and beast, with the most 
disgusting kind of insects; then he sent grievtms 
swarms of flies to torment them ; then he destroyed 
all their cattle ; then he afflicted every man and 
beast in Egypt with the most dreadful boils, which 
broke out over their whole bodies, and gave them 
the severest pain. Again the Lord sent mighty 
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hailSy and tfancidermgSy aad rains, upon the land of 
£gypt> which were exceeding terrible, filling the 
kearts of the people with fear, and destroying all the 
fruits of the earth, and all the cattle of the field. 
'^ For the fire ran along upon the ground, and there 
was hail, and fire xningled with the hail, very 
grievous, such as there was none like it in all the 
land of Egypt, since it became a nation. Only in 
the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel 
wece, was there no hail.'' Upon this Pharaoh, as he 
bad done several times before, whilst the fearfid 
punishments of God were on him, called unto 
Moses and said, ^' Intreat the Lord, for it is enough, 
that there be no more mighty thunderings, and hail, 
and 1 will let you go, and ye shall stay no longer.'' 
And Moses went out of the city, from Pharaoh, 
and spread abroad his hands, in prayer, ^^unto 
the Lord, and the thunders, and the hail ceased, 
and the rain was not poured upon the earth ;" that 
Pharaoh might see the mighty power of God, and 
know how that the earth is the Lord's. But, ^^ when 
Pharaoh saw that the rain, and the hail, and the 
thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and 
hardened his heart/' and would not let the children 
of Israel go. Then it pleased God to send a host 
of locusts upon Egypt, to devour every leaf and 
Uade of grass, that the hail had left, and whatever 
was beginning to sprout again : for so firuitfiil was 
the soil, that, in a very short time, all the trees and 
grass would have recovered their beauty once more. 
But clouds of locusts came at God's command,, and 
destroyed every thing ; for the locusts are a terrible 
kind of insect, which devour to the very root and bark, 
F 6 
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SO as to do very lasting injury to the cottntries'which 
they visit, destroying in a few days the most beautiful 
verdure. Locusts are found chiefly in distant parts 
of Africa ; but these locusts were brought, by a 
strong east wind, over the Red Sea frcxn Arabia. 
In some places they are larger than our common 
grasshopper. " And the locusts went up over all 
the land of Egypt ; very grievous were they; before 
them were no such locusts as they, neither after them 
shall be such.'' After this, the Lord sent a thick 
darkness over all the land of Egypt, a dreadful dark* 
ness, such as might be felt ; for three days it lasted; 
so that ^^ the Egyptians saw not one another, neither 
rose any from. his place for three days: but all the 
children of Israel had light in their dwellings ;*' for 
none of these dreadful plagues came near them; 
because the Lord had graciously put a division 
between his people and the Egyptians; and had 
severed the land of Goshen, where his people dwelt, 
from the land of Egypt, so that none of its dreadful 
plagues reached unto them; that King Pharaoh 
might know, that Ood is the Lord in the midst of 
the earth. Thi^ last punishment was one even more 
likely to be deeply felt by the Egyptians, than 
almost any other ; for they worshipped the sun, and 
the light, and had a great awe and respect for dark- 
ness. But still the wicked and unhappy Pharaoh 
refused to let the children of Israel go: and so 
brought upon himself another plague, still more 
dreadful than any he had yet felt. 

E. What was that, mamma ? Could there be any 
thing more dreadful than what they had already 
suffered ? 
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ilf* Yes, Edward; for God desired Moses to go 
unto Pharaoh and say, ^^Thus saith the Lord; at 
midnight I will go out into the midst of Egypt, and 
all the first-bom in the land of Egypt shall die, from 
the first-bom of Pharaoh, that sitteth upon his throne, 
even onto the first-bom of the maid servant, that is 
behind the mill. And there shall be a great cry 
throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was 
ucme like it, nor shall b^ like it any more. But 
against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog 
move his tongue, against man or beast, that ye may 
J^now now how that the Lord doth put a difference 
between the Egyptians, and Israel." Such was the 
dreadful plague that God meant to bring upon 
Egypt, even to destroy all their first-bom children 
throughout the whole land; so that there should 
scarcely be a house, in which there was not one 
dead. But although Moses told the king before- 
hand what should happen, yet did he not listen to 
Moses, nor let the children of Israel go out of his 
land. And God, in his mercy, was pleased to make 
a great difference, on this dreadfiil night, between 
his own people and the Egyptians; so that there 
was not one dead amongst them. And God com- 
manded that every family of Israel should slay a 
lamb the evening before, and sprinkle the door-posts 
before the houses with the blood of the lamb ; that 
so, when the angel of the Lord came down to destroy 
the first-bom of Egypt, he might know the houses of 
Israel from those of Egypt, and pass over them, and 
save those that dwelt in them from death. After 
this the people of Israel were to roast and eat the 
lamb, whose blood they had sprinkled on their door- 
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posts. This lamb was to be called the Passovery 
because Grod should piiss over those bouses, wbose 
doors were sprinkled with its blood. This was the 
last supper which the children of Israel were ever to 
eat in Egypt, even the feast of the Passover : and 
the memory of it was to be kept up amongst them 
for ever. Every year of their lives, as the night 
came round when they first had eaten it, this feast 
of the Passover was to be kept amongst them before 
the Lord ; that they might never forget how, as on 
this night, God passed over the houses of the children 
of Israel, when he smote the Egyptians. 

Now Edward will not, I know, have any difficulty 
in understanding that this feast of the Passover was 
commanded by Ood, not only to keep the Israelites 
in mind, how God had saved them from deaths and 
from Egypt ; but that it was also meant to point out 
ova Lord Jesus Christy who is ihe true PaissoveT. The 
Paschal lamb, by which I mean the lamb slain at 
the Passover, should teach us to look to the Lamb 
of God, whose blood was to be shed for the sins of 
the world. Well may we now call Christ our Pass- 
over, since it is for his sake alone that God passes 
over our sins, imd does not punish us as we have 
deserved. 

The children of Israel did as the Lord commanded 
them. And it came to pass, that in the middle of 
that very night, the Lord smote all the first-bom in 
Egypt, from the first-bom of Pharaoh, that sat 
upon his throne, unto the first-bom of the captive, 
that was in the dungeon. Then, in the stiUness of 
that dreadfiil night, was there, indeed, as God had 
said, a great cry through all the land of Egypt, 
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such as there never was heard before, and such as 
riiall never be heard any more again. In one night, 
every house hath a dead body in it. No man can 
comfort another ; each is so full of his own sorrow. 
Fear and terror have taken hold of every heart in 
Egypt. Even the hard heart of Pharaoh has felt 
this blow. The hand of the Lord has smitten him 
at last. He finds, at length, that it is vain to fight 
against God. He rises up, even in the night, he and 
all his servants, and all the Egyptians ; and there is 
a great cry heard ; for lo ! there is not a single house, 
amongst all the dwellings of Egypt, where there is 
not one dead. You remember how the Egyptians 
had once caused the Hebrew children to be put to 
death. See now, how they are punished in like 
manner. And so it often happens still, that people 
are punished in the very way in which they have 
done wrong. Now Pharaoh clan stand out against 
God no longer. He caUs for Moses and Aaron by 
night, and says, '^ Rise up and get you forth from 
among my people, both ye and the children of Israel, 
and go serve the Lord, as ye have said. Also take 
your flocks and your herds, and be gone ; and bless 
xne ako." And the Egyptians hurried the children 
of Israel, that they might send them out of the land 
in haste ; for they were afraid, and said, we be all 
dead men. And the children of Israel went up out 
of Egypt, without even preparing for themselves any 
food : but by Moses' command, they asked of the. 
Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and 
clothing, so that they took from them all their riches, 
and left them quite poor. For the Lord gave them 
favour in the sight of the Egyptians ; so that they 
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gave them whatever they asked ; glad, even thus, 
to get rid of a people, because of whom they had 
suffered so much. And the children of Israel jour- 
nied from Rameses to Succoth. The number that 
went out of Egypt was about six hundred thousand, 
besides women and children. Exactly four hundred 
and thirty years had passed away, from the time that 
Abraham first came into Canaan, until this night, 
when the hosts of the Lord went out from the land 
ol Egj-pt. They are called, in the Bible, the hosts 
or armies of the Lord, because they were led forth 
under the Lord as their king and guide. Thus were 
the words brought to pass, which Joseph spake unto 
them before his death, when he said : " God will 
surely visit you, and bring you out of this land.'^ 
Was not this night, when the Lord brought them out 
of Egypt, a night that ought always to be carefully 
remembered amongst the children of Israel! wslft 
it not a night, that ought to be kept holy unto the 
Lord amongst them for ever ? 

Now, Edward, let us look in the map, at the 
land of Goshen, to which the cities of Rameses and 
Succoth belonged. You remember, perhaps, that 
Rameses was one of the cities built by the Israelites. 
Their first journey was firom that place to Suceoth, 
a city which was about thirty miles from Rameses. 
It will be very pleasant to us, I think, Edward, to 
follow the children of Israel fh)m place to place, all 
the way from Egypt to Canaan ; and this we may 
do with great ease, by the help of the map, ^^nch 
we find in the family Bible. I know you love geo- 
graphy : and I am pleased to think, how much ihe 
geography of the Bible will interest you. 
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THE PASSAGE OF ISRAEL THROUGH THE RED 
SEA. 

M. We are now come, Edward, to a very different 
part of the history of the children of Israel. We saw 
them, at first, leading the life of quiet shepherds in 
the land of Canaan ; we remember how a very griev- 
ous famine first took the sons of Jacob into Egypt, 
to buy com ; and how, by means of Joseph's kind* 
ness, and the king's favour, the whole family were 
led to leave Canaan, and to settle in the laj^d of 
Goshen. In that fertile country, we saw them, for 
a long time, feeding their flocks among its green 
pastures ; then came the death of Jacob, of Joseph, 
of Pharaoh, and of all that had lived at the same 
time with them : after this, things became greatly 
altered towards the children of Israel ; for then be* 
gan that hard bondage and those cruel sufferings, of 
which we have so lately been speaking, followed by 
the dreadful plagues which God brought upon the 
hardened Pharaoh. Now we see them delivered, 
by the Akaighty power of God, from Egypt and 
firom Pharaoh, travelling towards that good land, 
that land flowing with milk and honey, which God 
had promised to their fathers. Do you remember 
at what place we left them last Sunday evening ? 

E* Yes, mamma; I think it was at Succoth, 
which you shewed me on the map : where did they 
go next ? 
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M, Their nearest way to the land of Canaan, as 
we can see, would have been by going towards 
Gaza, and the other cities of the Philistines, which 
were in Canaan. But God did not choose, that 
they should go that way : although it was short and 
easy ; for the Philistines were a warlike people ; and 
he knew, perhaps, that the Israelites, if ihej met 
with any difficulty or danger, would be likely to 
tarn back again into Egypt It pleased God, there- 
fore, to lead th^ people towards the promised land, 
by a much longer way, even through the way of the 
wilderness of the Red Sea ; that is, through a desarl 
on the borders of the Red Sea. The Red Sea, 
which was also called the Arabian Gulf, divides 
Egypt, on its western side, from Arabia on the 
east. The Red Sea, in the Hebrew language, means 
the weedy sea, or the sea of weeds ; so called, most 
likely, because a great variety of sea-weed is se^i on 
its shares at low water* Some people have thoi^ht 
that it got the name of Red Sea, from the colour of 
its waters, or of the sand beneath it; but learned 
men say, that this was not the case : they think it 
more likely that it was first called the sea of Edom, 
from the country of Edom, on its borders ; and that 
because Edom means red^ the Greeks called it the 
Red Sea. Now the children of Israel went on from 
Succoth through the wilderness, on the western 
borders of this sea, and came to Etham, a place 
about sixty miles from Succoth : here, for the second 
time since they left Egypt, they stopped to rest 

E. Had they no difficulty, mamma, in finding 
their way through the wilderness ? 
M* No, my love; the Lord himself was Hieir 
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gnidey that ibej might not wander in the sandy 
desert* There was no path for the feet to follow ; 
bnt the Lord went before them, by day, in a pillar 
of a cloud, to lead them in the way, and by night in 
a pilhor of fire, to give them light, so that they might 
go safely, both by night and by day. He took not 
away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar 
of fire by night, firom before the people. 

E, Mamma, does God move from one place to 
another ? I thought God was every where. 
' M, So he is, my love ; and when we read that 
the Lord went before them, it means that the glory 
of the Lord went before them, to shew them their 
way, in the shape of a glorious cloud by day, and in 
a pillar of fire by night. This cloud was sent by 
God, as a token or sign to the people, that he was 
with them, to watch over and protect them ; and it 
was moved along with them, as they joumied, by 
the same hand which first hung it over thetn, that 
the children of Israel might see that the Lord was 
with them every where. The pillar o£ a cloud and 
the pillar of fire were not only a comfort to the peo- 
ide in this manner, but the cloud would shelter them 
firom heat by day, and the fire would give them light 
and warmth by night. So gracious, or fuU of mercy, 
was the care of God for his people ! How gladly 
and thankfiiUy ought they to have followed such a 
leader ! How firmly and quietly might they have 
trusted themselves to his care, let their dangers have 
been ever so great ! The faith of Israel was soon 
to be tried : ftar when they had got as far as Piha- 
hiroth, which is on the edge of the Red Sea, they 
lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians 
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marched after them. So hardened was king Pha* 
raoh's heart, that even the last dreadful plague, 
which God had brought upon him, did not make 
him a better man. Scarcely had the Israelites gone 
out of Egypt, before he was sorry that he had let 
them go. And he made ready his chariot, and took 
his people with him : and he took six hundred chosen 
chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains 
over every one of them, and pursued after the chil- 
dren of Israel, and overtook them by the sea, beside 
Pihahiroth. Then the children of Israel were sore 
afraid, and cried unto the Lord. The Red Sea 
before them, the Egyptians behind, they saw no 
hope of safety ; and so little had they learnt from 
all the wonders God had done for them, to put their 
trust in him, that they were frill of anger against 
Moses, for having brought them out of Egypt. In- 
a moment, all God's goodness is forgotten, and all 
the mighty works that they have seen him do ; and 
although his pillar of a cloud was still hung on high 
over their heads, to assure and remind them of Ms 
presence, they said unto Moses, '^ Because there 
were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away 
to die in the wilderness ? Wlierefore hast thou dealt 
thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt ? It had 
been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that 
we should die in the wilderness." 

Sad, as you see, Edward, was the conduct of the 
Israelites, at this moment of danger : so sad, that we 
almost wonder that God did not take from them his 
pillar of a cloud, and leave them to fall into the 
hands of the Eg}7>tians. But so great was his pa* 
tience and goodness towards them, that in answer 
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to their angiy wards, we find him aUawing'his ser- 
yant Moses to speak to them words of peace and 
comfort And Moses said unto the people, ^^Fear 
je not ; stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, 
which he will shew you to-day ; for the Egyptians, 
whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again 
no more, for ever. The Lord shall fight for you ; and 
ye shall hold your peace." Little did the Israelites 
think in what a wonderful manner God was going 
to save them from the Egyptians. Little did they 
think, that he was about to open a path for them in 
the midst of the great deep. But so it was. '^ The 
Lord said unto Moses, Lift thou up thy rod, and 
stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it ; 
and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground 
through the midst of the sea."^ And the angel of 
the Lord, which went before the camp of Israel, 
removed, and went behind them : and the pillar of 
the cloud went from before their face, and stood be- 
hind ihem ; and it came between the camp of the 
[Egyptians, and the camp of Israel : and it was a 
cloud and darkness to the Egyptians, whilst, at the 
same time, it gave light to the children of Israel ; so 
that the one came not near the other all the night 
And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea ; and 
the Lord caused the sea to go back, by a strong 
east wind, all that night, and made the sea dry land ; 
and the waters were divided. Thus, by the al- 
mighty power of God, that very sea, which b.c. 
had filled the Israelites with fear, became to i^^* 
them a place of safety : for they went into the midst 
of title sea upon the dry ground, an.d the waters were 
a waU unto them upon the right hand and the left 
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£. Ob ! mamma, that was very wonderM ! Is it 
quite true ? 

M. Yes, my love : fall as^the story is of wcmdefs, 
I am sure that it is quite true i *for we find it in the 
Wcwrd of God ; and if you think for a moment, it will 
not seem so strange to you, that he, who nmde the 
sea, should be able to divide it. ^^ The waves of the 
sea are mighty, and rage terribly; but God who 
dwelleth on high is mightier." 

E. What did Pharaoh think, mamma, when be 
saw what God had done for the children of Israel ? 
Did he turn back into Egypt again ? 

M, No ; this most foolish, and most wicked man, 
set himself still against God, and madly followed 
the Israelites into the midst of the sea. But his end 
was now near at hand : the time came when God 
would no longer have patience with him* As soon 
as the Israelites had passed over on dry land, and 
safely reached the shore, the Lord said unto Moses, 
^^ Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters 
may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots, and upon their horsemen. And Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea 
returned to his strength; when the morning ap- 
peared ; and the Egyptians, who were then in the 
midst of the sea, fled against it ; but the Lord over- 
threw them in the midst of the sea, and the waters 
returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, 
and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea 
after them ; there remained not so much as one of 
them. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of 
the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyp. 
tians dead upon the sea shore« And Israel saw that 

1 
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great work, which the Lord did upon the Egyptians, 
and the people feared the Lord, and believed the 
Lord and his servant Moses.'' Then Moses wrote a 
beautiAil song, or psalm of praise, which he and the 
children of Israel sang before the Lord. We will 
Uim to it in the Bible, Edward, and read it toge* 
ther. Now can you not fancy, with what joyful and 
thankfiil hearts they must have sung this song before 
the Lord ! Well might they say, " we will sing 
unto the Lord ; for he hath triumphed gloriously !** 
Well might they call him their strength^ when weak 
as they were, unable to take care of themselves, the 
chariots, and horses, and chosen captains of Eg}rpt 
bad not been able to hurt them ! Well might the 
gfatefiil Israelites exclaim, ^^ Who is like unto thee, 
O Lord, who is like unto thee ?" — they who had seen 
86 much of his goodness and his glory. 



NINETEENTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

ISRAEL FED FROM HEAVEN. 

AT, Soon, too soon, Edward, were the wonders 
of the Bed Sea forgotten by the ungrateful Israelites. 
We read in the Bible, that after they had crossed 
the Rea Sea, they came into the wilderness of ^ur, 
a great sandy desert, which divides Egypt fix>m 
Palestine, and reaches from the Mediterranean to the 
Red Sea. And here, it being a desert place, the 
Israelites travelled three days without finding any 
waiter ;-nud when at length they came to Marab, 
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where there were springs, they could not drink of 
the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. Fainting 
with heat, fatigae, and thirst, this disappointment 
must have been very great ; but we are grieved, when 
we read, that the people in their misery spoke against 
Moses. What ! could a few hours' thirst make them 
forget all God*s mercies ? Can those lips, lately so 
full of praises, be moving now in murmurs ? Moved 
at the sight of their sufferings, and at the sound 
of their complaints, " Moses cried unto the Lord : 
And the Lord shewed him a tree, which, when he 
cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet." 
Thus God healed the waters for his ungrateful peo- 
ple, and gave them another proof of his goodness, 
his patience, and his power. Soon after this, we 
find them arriving at a place called Elim : where 
they found twelve wells surrounded with palm trees ; 
and there they pitched their tents, by the side of 
cool waters, and under the shade of pleasant trees. 
The sight of these trees, Edward, must have glad- 
dened the hearts of the Israelites ; for in those desert 
places trees are very scarce. Travellers have told 
us lately, that those very wells and palm Irees axe 
still to be seen on the spot where the Israelites 
pitched their tents so many years ago. We know 
also, that the beautiful palm tree loves water: an 
old writer tells us, that, " it loves to drink all the 
year through." This tree grows, I believe, in most 
hot countries. 

E. Did the children of Israel stay long in that 
pleasant place, mamma? 

Af. They seem to have staid there some time, 
glad, no doubt, of the water and the shade they 
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fbudd there; then they went on through the wilder- 
ness of Sin, towards Mount Horeb. In this wilder- 
ness they suffered from hunger, and murmured again 
against Moses, and against Aaron, saying, '^ Would 
to God we had died by the hand of the Lord, in the 
land of Egypt ! when we did eat bread to the full ; 
for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to 
kill us all with hunger." 

E.- Oh ! mamma, did they not remember how 
Ood had giren them water, so short a time before, 
at Marah ? 

'M. They could not have forgotten it, my love ; 
but they were sadly unbelieving : their ingratitude 
and constant discontent sprung from want of faith. 
They could not tnist in God, to give them what 
they needed ; although they had so many proofs of 
his almighty power and tender care. But again 
Grod heard their cries, and ^^ sent them bread from 
heaven to eat." 

E. Sent them bread from heaven, mamnia ? 

Af. Yes, Edward ; the Lord said unto Moses, "Be- 
hold I will rain bread from heaven for you ; and the 
people shall go out and gather a certain rate every 
day : at even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye 
shall be filled with bread ; and ye shall know that 
I am the Lord your God. And it came to pass, 
that at even the ground on every side was co- 
vered with quails; and in the morning, after the 
dew that lay on the ground was gone up, behold, 
ou the fiax^e of the wilderness there lay a small 
round thing, as small as the hoar frost, on the ground. 
And when the children of Israel saw it, they said 
one to another, it is manna. And Moses said unto 

G 
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tbem> this is the broad whkb the Lord hadi ghren 
you to eat.** 

E. Mammi^ did God really send this bivad fwaa 
heaven f 

M. It is fikelj diat the manna did m>t thmi £edl 
for the first time, but tbali it migiit al w«jf» hare been 
found in the country where they then were;' for we 
are told that it still falls in. sey«al ports o£ the 
world, in Arabia, in Poland, in Calabria^ in Mount 
LebancMi, and in other places. The miraele then 
that God worked, was not so much the fonmng ef a 
7jew food for his peoplie, but the sending- of it daUyy 
and constemtiyy and in such large quantitiea asi to 
feed so great a number of persons* In this wonder* 
fvl mamier, it nerer seems to kaTe fallen,, eitker 
before that time ox fiAnee. Th» isost famons and 
common manna is found in Arabia; and it ia said 
to be exactly of the same shapes as that which fell 
f6r the Israelites, to look at, like a dzop of d^r 
frozen' on the ground!, very small, and whits in 
colour. And the children b£ Isvael were fed. with 
mamia, from hearen^ fox forty years, even all the 
time they were in the wiMemess, until they came to 
the promised land, and this hjotMRVdntinwed miiacle. 
There are several thiaigswUtch make us feel-qjoite 
sure, that this Miing-of the manna was one of God's 
wonderftil miracles. 

Firstly, It fell only sis days in the wedc. 

Secondly, It fell in such large quaiilitie% that 
almost three millions of people fed on it continually. 

Thirdly, There fell twice as much erery sixth 
day, that there might be enough for the Sabbath. 

Fourthly, What was gathered on the first fire 
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days was spoilt, if it wese kept longer than one 
day; but what fell on die sis.lk daj, kept sweet for 
tsi^ days. 

Lastly of all, The msamu, kXk all the time the Is- 
raelites were in the wilderness; but as soon as they 
gel. tO' Cazuian, when they could buy com, the manna 
fril no move. 

U^ But,, mamma, God gave them quails too ; how 
did he bring them ? 

M. These birds, Edward, are known to pass^ 
eirery spring, from Asia to Europe; and at this 
tine of year, they are found in great quantities 
ou the coast of the Red Sea. Now God brought 
these quails, by a great wind, all round the camp 
of the children cf Israel, at the very moment that 
they were wanted. He brought them, and in such 
great qiuandties, that all the people fed on them for 
more than a month. Two or three millions of people 
there were that were fed in this wonderful manner. 
I dare say, Edward, you will like to know, that the 
quail of the desert is said to be very like the red 
partndge, but not krger than the turtle-dove. 

Thus the Almighty was pleased to feed his mur- 
mnring* and ungrateful people. Day by day their 
Sood was sent to teach them, no doubt, to look to 
God Sot their daily bread ; to teach both them and 
us, that we depend upon God e^ery day of our life. 
He could as easily have rained, at one time, enough 
for a month or a year, as for one day ; but he is 
pleased that his creatures should look up to him 
every day ; that every day he may receive from them 
fresh proofs of faith and thankfolness. 

But in the falling of the manna from heaven, 
g2 
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there is one thing which we must particularly 
notice. Six days in the week this manna fell, but 
on the seventh day it fell not at all. On the sixth 
day of the week, the Israelites were directed to 
gather enough for that day and the seventh also. 
The rest of the week they were forbidden to ga- 
ther more than enough for one day ; and if they 
did gather more than they could eat, it was always 
spoilt : but on the sixth day, what fell remained 
sweet until the Sabbath was over. For the seventh 
day was " the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the 
Lord ;" a day which it pleased God thus to mark 
out, even by a miracle, from all the others, — that 
his people might ^' remember the Sabbath day, to 
keep it holy," and rest that day from all the work 
they did on other days. 

E. Was this the first time that God had taught 
his people to keep the Sabbath day holy ? 

M, No, Edward. The rest of the Sabbath, began 
with the creation of the world. In six days God 
made the heavens, and the earth, and all the things 
that are in them ; and on the seventh day he rested 
from his work : therefore he blessed the seventh day, 
and sanctified it : — that is, made it holy unto him- 
self, or set it apart to his own service. You must 
never forget, therefore, that God made the Sabbath 
as soon as ,he made the world. ^' This is the day 
which the Lord hath made :" — let us, by his grace, 
rejoice and be glad in it. This is the day which the 
Lord hath blessed : — ^let us try to use it so as to find 
it a blessing to ourselves. 

You see, then, that this was not the first time, 
that God ha4 taught his people to keep the Sabbath 
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day holy ; but lie here reminds them of it There 
is no doubt, that such holy men as Noah and Abra- 
ham, as Isaax;, Jacob, and Joseph, must have set 
apart this day as holy to the Lord; but the greater 
part of the world had early become very wicked : 
and we are told, in the book of Joshua (xxiv. 14.) 
that even the Israelites had, in Egypt, left the 
service of the true God, and followed the example of 
the Egyptians in worshipping idols. The rest of 
the Sabbath was likely, therefore, to have been for- 
gotten among them : and God thus reminds them 
of it, and commands them again to keep it holy. 
^' And the Lord said unto Moses, the L6rd hath 
given you the Sabbath ;** by which words we can 
see rery clearly, that the Lord meant this day to be 
a blessing to his people, and that he granted it to 
them as a gracious gift. 

But we must go on with their journey throiigh the 
wilderness. At Rephidim, which lay in their way 
to Mount Horeb, God had commanded them to 
pitch their tents. Here, therefore, they stopped ; and 
here ihey thirsted for water, and again murmured 
against Moses. Moses was tired of their complaints 
and discontent, and he cried unto the Lord, for he 
well knew he could do nothing better in trouble — ^he 
felt that he himself could do nothing with the people 
under his care ; but he knew that the Lord could 
either quench their thirst, or put a stop to their 
rage. Nor did he cry in vain : " the Lord said unto 
Moses, go on before the people : and take with thee 
the elders of Israel : and thy rod, wherewith thou 
smotest the river, take in thine hand. Behold I 
will stand before thee upon the rock in Horeb ; and 
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thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come wat^ 
out of it, that the people maj drink. And Moses 
did so in the sight of the elders of Israd ; and when 
he smote the rock, the' waters flowed out'* 

Thus did God open streams in the desert : " He 
claTe the hard rocks in the wilderness, and gave 
them drink thereof, as it had been out of the great 
depth. He brought waters out of the stony rock, 
so that it gushed out like rivers :*' and this he did 
although his people '^ had sinned against him, and 
provd^ed the Most High in the wilderness.'' 

They were now, as you see, Edward, come to the 
mountain of Horeb, that same mountain, from which 
God had appeared to Moses in the burning bush, 
when he first sent him before Pharaoh. I dare say 
you remember how God then told Moses, that when 
he had brought forth the people out of Egypt, they 
should serve God upon this mountain. And now 
thai we find them^ encamped around Mount Horeb, 
we see how God's word came to pass. 

E. Mamma, I should like to look at Mount 
Hoieb on the map. 

M. That you shall do, Edward ; and whilst you 
are looking at it, I must tell you, that this famous 
mountain is sometimes called Horeb in Scripture, 
and sometimes SincU. Horeb, which means a 
deaeriy seems to have been the name of the whole 
mountain ; and Sinaiy of the highest top of Mount 
Horeb. You will hear a good deal more of it 
another time ; but here we must leave oS&x to-nigfat. 
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THE LAW GIVEN FROM MOUNT SINAI. 

M. We left the children of Israel last Sunday even- 
ing encamped before the mountain of Horeb. This 
was one of the most important parts of ttieir journey 
through tite wilderness : for here, on this mountain, 
it pleased God to make known more of his will to 
tiie people than he had ever done before. Moses 
seems to have expected to receive in this place some 
partictdar instructions from God ; for we read that 
he went up upon Mount Sinai to present himself 
before the Lord. And here God told Moses that 
he meant, from this place, to speak to the people 
of Israel, — to make known to them how he wi^ed 
them to Uve, and to give them a set of lav^ns or 
commandments, which he expected them to follow 
and obey. And to encourage the people to obey 
his voice, and to follow the commandments he was 
going to give them, God began by desiring Moses 
to -put them in mind of all he had done for them, 
in delivering them from the Egyptians, and how he 
had carried them safely out of the reach of aB datagers 
even as an eagle carrieth her young ones, supporting 
and helping them with her wings : for these were 
the words which God spake unto Moses, saying, 
" Thus shalt thou say unto the house of Jiacob, and 
tell the children of Israel : ye have seen what I did 
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uoto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' 
wings, and brought you unto myself. Now, there- 
fore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my. 
covenant, then shall ye be a treasure unto me 0,boye 
all people, for all the earth is mine : and ye shall be 
unto me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.'* 
Oh, Edward, what beautiful and gracious words 
were these, — spoken by the great King of heaven 
and earth to a few thousands of the sinful creatures 
which his own hand had made ; — ^made from the 
dust of the earth. Hear him promising Ihat, if 
they would only obey his voice, he would look upon 
them as a treasure to himself; that is» he would 
make them the particular objects of hi/s care, and 
love> and favour, and condescend himself to be their 
kingji to reign over his holy people. And Moses 
told the people these words of the Lord, and the 
people answered and said : '^ All that the Lord hath 
spoken if e will do, — " And the Lord said unto 
A^oses, Lo I come unto thee in a thick cloud that 
the people may hear when I speak with thee, and 
believe thee for ever." Then God desired that Jhe 
people would put away all their usual employments^ 
and . spend the two next days in preparing them- 
selves to hear God'^ words; in /?r^ann^ themselves 
by prayer and by sorrow for their past sins, and by 
carefully putting 9,way now all sin from amongst them. 
For though sin is always hatefrd to God, and full of 
danger to ourselves, yet then is it most hateful and 
most dangerous, when we bring it with us into the 
very presence of God. And although we ought to be 
holy at all times, yet then ought we to be more than 
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ever so, when we are going before God, either to 
otfer up our prayers and praises, or to hear his 
holy word. 

At the command of God, the people spent two 
days in making themselves ready to appear before 
him. ^' And it came to pass, on the third day in 
the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, 
and a thick cloud upon the mount : and the voice of 
the trumpet exceeding loud : so that all the people 
that were in the camp trembled. And Moses 
brought forth the people out of the camp to meet 
with God ; and they stood at the nether part of the 
mountain ; and Mount Sinai was altogether in a 
smoke ; because the Lord descended upon it in fire : 
and the smoke thereof ascended (or went up) as the 
smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked 
greatly. And the voice of the trumpet sounded long, 
and waxed louder and louder." By which we are to 
understand that ** the angels of heaven, who attend 
upon God, called the people by a voice like that 
of a trumpet, but loud and terrible beyond the sound 
of all earthly trumpets." — " And so terrible was the 
sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake." 
Well might even the holy Moses, the servant of the 
Lord, tremble at the voice of the archangel, the 
trumpet of God ; — when God came with ten 
thousands of his saints, in the midst of fire and 
smoke, and thunder and lightning. For thus ^' the 
Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of 
the mount." — ^^ And the Lord called Moses up to 
the top of the mount ;" but none of the rest of the 
people were allowed to draw near the glory of the 
Lord,— only Moses and the priests, or sen'^ants 
G 5 
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of the Lord, who were set aside from all the others 
in a particular manner for the service of God. 

Such was the solemn and awful manner in which 
God gave his laws, and made known his will imto 
the people of Israel. And the woinds which Ood 
then spake, are called the Den Commandmemis. 
We shall find them in the twentieth chapt^ of the 
book of Exodus; and let us ever remember, my 
child, that they were spoken first in so terrible a 
manner, that the people, when they heard them, in* 
treated that the words should not be spoken any 
more. ^^ Let not God ^eak with us, said <hey, lest 
we die." For these commandments were spoken, as 
we have seen, amidst ^^fire, and blackness, and 
darkness, and tempest, and the dreadful sound of 
the trumpet'' Let us also remember, that these 
commandments were spoken for us, as well as for 
the children of Israel : and thou^ we find them in 
the word of God, and do not receive them, as the 
children of Israel did, in such a manner as to fillowr 
hearts with terror ; yet let us never forget, that tbei^ 
is a day coming, when we shall have to give an 
account of our obedience to them. If we look to 
what the Bible has told us of that day, we shall find 
that it will be more terrible to the wicked than the 
day when God first gave the law from Mount Sinai. 
True the trumpet of an angel called the Isradites 
together; but does not the Bible tell us, that the 
voice of an archangel and the trump of God shall - 
call us from our graves to judgment? God came 
with thousands of his saints to Mount Sinai ; and 
the Bible teUs us, that when our Lord Jesus Christ 
comes to judge the world, •* Thousand thousands 
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shldl mimfirter unlo hiffi, asrd ten tb^tmand 4im«« ten 
thousand shall stand before him.^' On Motant Siilai 
^ber^ Was Sxt a&d smoke, and tbander and lightning ; 
tmi -does not th^ word of Crod teB as that, in the 
fgn^l and teirible day of the Lord, "The heavens 
fthan pass away widi a great noiisre, attd the elements 
shall melt with fetrent heat, and that the earth, and 
lire works that are thereifa, Bhall be burned up i^ 
Seeing, then, that we really beliew, «tid look lor 
sneh things as these, how eareftd we dhouM be not 
t6 (hink lightly of, or break willingly, -or ^ven Care- 
lessly, any, eren the least, of Gtjd's eomiAanclmente. 

I need not now tell you what the Ten Conwnand- 
ments «re, HtM, were thus given to the Israelites by 
God himself: becanse you learn them in the Church 
Ctftechism, and, as you learn them, are taught the 
meaning of them all. 

These Ten Commandments, which we!?e spoken 
not only fer the Israelites, but for m too, were after- 
wards written by God upon two tablefe of stone, and 
giren to Moses. 

Bei^des these and other commands which were 
good for all people at all times, there Were many 
mtes toad precepts which God was pleased to give 
for the use of the children of Israel in particular. 
Sttch wetre the commands relating to feasts and 
sacrifices: the feasts were to be kept holy to the 
Lord, in memory of certain events which had hap- 
pened amongst themselves ; as the feast of the Pass- 
over, which WHS to put them in mind of their 
delivertmee jfiom Egypt ; and the feast of the Taber- 
nacles or tents, which was meant to keep up the 
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recollection of their living so long in tents in the 
wilderness. 

Of sacrifices, peace-offerings, and sin-offexings, 
there were a great many ; all of which were meant 
to point out our Lord Jesus Christ. These were done 
away with, aad were at an end, when our blessed 
Saviour was really come into the world, and had 
offered up himself as a sacrifice for the sins of the 
whole world. He was a " fiill, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice," sin-offering, and peace-offering, offered 
for sin; offered to make peace between God. and 
man. The precious blood of Christ once shed, 
there was no finlher need of the blood of bulls and 
of goats, which could not really take away sin, but 
were meant to shew, how much we needed cleansing, 
and that we could obtain pardon in no other way, 
but through the ^* shedding of blood,'* 

After God had talked some time with Moses, Moses 
went and told the people all the words of the Lord; 
and the people answered with one voice, ^^ All that 
the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient*'* 
Then Moses offered sacrifices, and sprinkled the 
people with the blood of the sacrifices. After that, 
by the command of God, Moses and Aaron, Nadab 
9,nd Abihu, went up again into the mount, and 
seventy of the elders of Israel. " And they saw 
the God of Israel : and there was under his feet as it 
were a paved work of sapphire stone, and as it were 
the body of heaven in its clearness." 

E. What, mamma ! Did they really see God ? I 
thought you told me that no one had ever seen God 
at any time. 
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M. You are right, my child : when we read that 
they saw the God of Israel, we understand that they 
saw the glory of God, the signs of his majesty and 
presence, which were now more splendid and bright, 
than they had ever been before : under his feet, there 
was a pavement bright and glistening, like a sapphire 
stone ; and like the purest and clearest sky, when it 
is all spangled with stars." Thus it was that they 
saw God. 

And the Lord called Moses further up into the 
mount, saying, ^' Come up unto me in the mount, and 
be there : and I will give thee tables of stone, and a 
law, and commandments which I have written ; that 
thou mayest teach them. And Moses rose up, and 
his minister Joshua, and Moses went up into the 
moimt, and a cloud covered the mount And the 
glory of the Lord abode upon Mount Sinai ; and the 
cloud covered it six days : and the seventh day the 
Lord called imto Moses, out of the midst of the 
cloud ; and the sight of the glory of the Lord was 
like devouring fire on the top of the mount, in the 
eyes of the children of Israel.*' And Moses was in 
the mount forty days and forty nights. 
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MOSES IN THE MOUN^ WITH GOD. 

E. Why did Moses stay so long in the mount, 
mamma ? 

M. He staid there, my love, to learn much more 
of God's \iTill, and to receive from God a great many 
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roles and directions, for the use of the children of 
Israel. Amongst many other commands which Grod 
then gave Moi»es, he told him to build a taber"* 
nade^ which was a. sort of tent or dwelling, which 
might be moved from place to place, and which was 
to aerve the people as a church, whilst they were 
leading such a wandering ajod unsettled life : there 
the people were to meet together, to pray to God 
and to praise him. 

This tabernacle, was also called a sanctuary, or 
holy place, because it was set apart from all ether 
uses, and kept for God's service. There also God 
was to dwell, or to shew his glory, by the presence 
of a cloud. In this tabernacle there was to be an 
ark or chest, in which the two tables of the law 
were to be kept r the lid of this ark was to be called 
the mercy-seat, because there the blood of the sacri* 
frees was to be sprinkled, which God in his mercy 
was pleased to accept At each end of this mercy- 
seat a chemb of gold was to be placed; these 
cherubim were winged figures, meant to remind the 
Israelites of the angels which stand before God in 
heaven, ready to do his will. It was between these 
golden cherubim, that the cloud or glory of the 
Lord was to dwell ; and, from this, God is some- 
times said in the Bible to dwell between the cheru- 
bim. In this tabernacle or house of God, there was 
also to be an altar on which the sacrifices were to 
be offered, and other articles proper for the service 
of God. 

The Israelites were to shew their respect for God^ 
and for his worship, by making every part of this 
tabernacle as magnificent and beautiful as they 
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coxtld. Noifiserotts, beautiful, and costly, were to be 
the different mauterials of the tabernacle, and- great 
trouble to be taken in getting them together. The 
ark T/^s to be made of shittim wood, which grew near 
Mount Sinai, and was remarkably beautiful, solid, 
smooth, and strong. This tree is thought to have 
been the acacia, which is by far the largest and 
most common tree found in the deserts af Anabia. 
It abounds with flowers of the sweetest smell ; and 
the gum arable is got from it. lliis aik was to be 
covered, inside and outside, with pure gold; the 
cherubim also, at the top of it, were to be of gold 
also : the wings of the cherubim were to be stretched 
forth above, so as to cover the whole mercy-seat; 
their ^sices looking one toward another. The taber- 
nacle was to be surrounded with curtains of £ne 
twined linen, blue, purple and scarlet This fine 
linen was to be made of goats' hair; for the goats of 
Aaa have very long, white, bright , and fine hair, 
hanging down to the ground : in beauty it almost 
equals silk, and is never sheared, but combed ofi'the 
goats. The shepherds are very careful of these goats, 
washing them often In the rivers. Hie women spin 
the hair into fine Hnen ; which is afterwards beau- 
tifully dyed, or stained, with rich, bright colours. 
The tabernacle was to be divided into two parts; 
the inner part was to be called the holy place, or 
holy of holies : there the ark was to kept. None 
but the high-priest was to enter there; and that 
only once a year, when he was to ofier sacrifices 
for the sins of the people. This part of the tabernacle 
was to be divided from the rest by a vail or curtain 
of blue, and purple, and scarlet linen. 
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Such was the beautifol place in which God was 
pleased to be worshipped by the children of Israel ! 
And Aaron, the brother of Moses, was chosen by 
God to act as high-priest, or chief minister, in the 
tabernacle : that is, to lead the services of the people, 
and to offer sacrifices. For this purpose he was set 
apart from the others, as a holy person to the Lord^ 
to minister in holy things. Aaron and his sons were 
the first persons set apart in this manner for the 
service of God ; and afterwards God chose the whole 
tribe of Levi for this purpose ; so that if one priest 
died, another was chosen from that tribe to take his 
place. And God desired Moses to have holy and 
beautiful garments made for Aaron and his sons, to 
wear in the tabernacle, that they might be different 
from the rest of the people ; who were thus to be 
taught to respect their ministers, and the God whom 
they served. These garments were to be of several 
different parts : one of them, which was particularly 
beautiful, was called the breast-plate. It was made 
of twelve precious stones; one stone to represent 
each of the tribes of the children of Israel, with the 
names of each tribe engraven on the stones. 

E. What were the names of the precious stores of 
which the breast-plate was made ? How beautiful it 
must have been, mamma. 

M. Yes, Edward, it must indeed ; for there was a 
sardius, and a topaz, and a carbuncle ; an emerald, 
a sapphire, and a diamond ; a ligure, an agate, and an 
amethyst ; a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper : most of 
which we know to be very beautiful. 

Now that all things might be made according to 
God's desire, we find that he gave several persons 
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among the Israelites great wisdom, and understand- 
ingy and knowledge, in all manner of workmanship. 
Yes ; God gave them power and skill to work in 
gold and in silver, and in brass, and in the cutting 
and setting of stones, and in the caxving of timber : 
all this wisdom came from God, and all the wisdom 
that we find in the world, all the knowledge, and 
skill, and learning, that wise men possess: — this 
comes firom God too. 

And when the Lord had made an end of instruct- 
ing Moses about the tabernacle, and all that he 
wished him to do, he gave unto Moses two tables of 
stone, with the Ten Commandments written on them, 
which he had spoken to the people firom Mount 
Sinai, " written with the finger of God." — " For the 
tables were the work of God, and the writing was 
the writing of God, graven upon the tables." 

^ Now Moses, as I have said before, was forty days 
and forty nights in the mount with God : and the 
people began to wonda: what had become of him, 
and to be tired of waiting and looking for his return. 
Although the glory of the Lord still rested on the 
mount, and the presence of the Lord was clearly 
there, they pretended to think that God and Moses 
had left ibem ; and they said one to another, '^ Let 
us make us gods which shall go before us : for a» 
for this Moses, the man that brought us out of the 
land of Egypt, we know not what is become of him : 
and they made them a golden calf, and said. These 
be thy gods, O Israel^ which brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt ; and they worshipped the golden 
^alf which they had set up." Now, Edward, if we 
jread the first and second of those commandments, 
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wliich Giod had so lat^ spdcen to them in so terri- 
ble a maimer from Mount Sinai, we shall &Qd how 
great their wickedness was : for there God had posi- 
tively foibidden them to make any graven image to 
worship, or the likeness of aay thing in hearen 
abov«, or in the earth beneath^ or in the water under 
the earth. Bat so evil were their hearts, so ready to 
wander from God, so quick to foiget his mercies, 
that, a few short days only left to themsdves, they 
«et up a golden calf to worship. Thus they made 
themselves like the Egyptians, who knew not the 
true and living God, and whom they had often 
seen worshipping calves and other foolish things. 
And these were the people who had been so won- 
derfully taken out from among the heathen (or those 
who knew not God) ; " the people for whom the sea 
had made a path, for whom the heavens had rained 
food, for whom the rocks had sent forth water ; who 
had been guided and guarded by fire and cloud, who 
had heard the voice of God himself!*' 

E^ Oh, mamma, what wicked people ! How very 
angry God must have been with them ! 

M. Yes; the^nger of the Lord was exceeding 
fierce. And he said unto Moses, ^^ Go, get thee 
down ; for thy people have corrupted themselves ; 
they have turned aside quicldy out of the way that 
I commanded th^n ; they have made them a mcdten 
calf, and worshipped it ; and have sacrificed there- 
unto ; and said. These be thy gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And the 
Lord said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and 
behcdd it is a 8tiff*necked people ; now, th^efore, 
let me alone that my wrath may wax hot against 

10 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



TWEKTY FIRST SUNDAY ETEKIKG. 139 

them md consiinie them : and I will make of thee 
a great nation." 

But Moses loved the people ol Israel; and the 
idea of being great hunsel^ eoold not lessen his 
sorrow for them : and he prayed earnestly for the 
children of Isradi unto the Lord his God, nemindiog 
him of all that he had done for tbem, and l)eseech- 
ing him to turn from his fierce anger agamst them. 
And Moses also reminded God "CMf his servants Abra* 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of the promises which 
be had made to them. And the Loid, who is dbUD- 
dant in mercy, graciously allowed Moses thus to 
pray for his people, and graciously heard ids prayer; 
so as not to destroy them altogether in a moment 
And Moses turned and went down from the mount, 
with the two tables which Gtxl had given him in 
his hand. ^^ And when Joshua heard the noise of 
the people, as they shouted, he said unto Meses, 
there is a noise of war in the camp. Birt Moses 
said it is not the voice of them that shout for was* 
tery, neither is it the voice of them that cry tor 
being overcome ; but the voice of them that sing do 
I hear. And as soon as he came nigh unto the 
camp, he saw the calf, amd the people dancing be- 
fore the calf: and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he 
cast down the tables out of his hand, and hnike 
them beneath the mount. And he took the calf 
which they had made, and burnt it in the fire. And 
he stood in the gate of the camp, and said, who is 
on the Lord's side ? let him come unto me. And 
all the sons of Levi gathersd themselves together 
unto him. Then Moees, by the command of God, 
desired the sons of Levi to take their swords, and 
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go in amongst the people, and kill them; and the sons 
of Levi did so : and there fell of the people that day 
about three thousand." And to the rest of the people 
Moses said, ^* ye have sinned a great sin ; and now 
I will go up unto the Lord/' meaning that he would 
go and pray for them, thai they might be forgiven. 

And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, 
" Oh ! this people have sinned a great sin. Yet 
now, if thou wilt, forgive their sin." But God was 
still exceedingly angry with the children of Israel ; 
for their sin had been very great : and he told Moses 
to depart from that place, and lead the people on 
towards the land which he had proitnised them : and 
he said that he would send an angel to guide them, 
but that be would not go with them himself any 
more ; because they were a stiff-necked people. And 
when the people heard these evil tidings, they 
mourned. Well might they mourn when God thus 
departed from them, and would not remain with 
them any more ! Well might they mourn ! For 
what could they do without God ? Who could be 
to them what he had been ? And Moses said unto 
the Lord, " If thy presence go not with me, carry 
me not up hence." Moses knew well that there was 
no happiness, or peace, or safety without Grod. 

The land of Canaan might be a good land ; it 
might be flowing with milk and honey ; it might be 
fbU of all the comforts of life ; its fields might be 
green ; its hills and pastures fair : but if God went 
not up with them, what good should all this do 
them ? The presence and blessing of God are the 
only things that can make us really happy. With- 
out them, the sun may shine, and the earth may look 
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glad ; but the heart of man cannot be really happy. 
Moses, the servant of God, knew this. He loved 
God; and if God left him, he cared not for any 
thing else. " If thy presence go not with me, carry 
me not up hence." As if he had said, " Let the 
children of Israel go up to the land of Canaan, if 
they like, and try to be happy there ; but as for me, 
if thou. Lord, goest not with me, I care not for that 
good land." 

E. Oh, mamma, what did God say to Moses ? 

M, " The Lord said, my presence shall go with 
thee ; and I will give thee rest. I will do these 
things that thou: hast said, for thou hast found grace 
(or favour) in my sight; and, I know thee by name :" 
by which we understand, that the Lord had a parti- 
cular love for Moses, and looked upon him as a 
fiiend. How must these gracious words have com- 
forted the heart of Moses ! They made him long, 
also, to know more of God. And he said unto the 
Lord, " I beseech thee shew me thy glory. And 
the Lord said unto Moses, thou canst not see my 
face ; for there shall no man see me and live : but I 
will make all my goodness pass before thee : and I 
will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee." 

God knew that the eye of man could not bear the 
full and dazzling brightness of his glorious counte- 
nance, before whom, even the angels before the 
throne of God cover their faces : — but he was willing 
so far to hear the prayer of his servant, as to allow 
him to see such a portion of his glory, as he would 
be able to bear, and to make himself known to him 
in all his gracious characters. Therefore, Moses, 
by the command of God, rose up early in the mom- 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



142! TWBNTY-FIBST SUNDAY EVENING. 

ing-, and west up imto Mount Sinai. ^' And the Lord 
came down in the cloud, and stood with, him diere; 
and pcoclaimed the name of tihe Lord. And the 
Lord passed! by before him, and proclaimed himself 
to his servant Moses, under the name of Jehovah, 
the Lord God; merciful and gracious, long-suffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping merc^ 
for thousands, forgiTing iniquity and tran^ression 
and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty.*' 
Then ^^ Moses made haste and bowed his head 
towards the earth, and worshipped. And he said, 
if now I have found graee in thy sight, O Lord^ let 
my Lord, I pray thee, go among us : for it is a stiff- 
necked people; and pardon our iniquity, and our 
sin." Then the Lord again repeated his hatred 
against ^olatiy, and again commanded Moses, that 
his Sabbath should be kept holy. And the Lord 
desired him to write tibe Ten Commandments again 
upon two tables of stone. And Moses was in the 
mount forty days and forty nights with the Lord. 
" And it came to pass, when Moses came down from 
Mount Sinai, with the two tables of the law in bis 
hand, that when Aaron and the children of Israel 
saw Moses, behold the skin of his face shone: and 
they were afraid to come nigh unto him. And 
Moses put a veil upon his face, whilst he talked to 
them, and gave them all the commandments which 
the Lord had given him on Mount Sinai." 

E. What was it, mamma, that made Moses' face 
shine ? 

M. His face, my love, was surrounded with rays of 
light : he had been conversing with the Lord forty 
days, and beholding his glory; some marks of which 
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seem to bare been left behind on the face of Moses^ 
When Moses* face thus sbined, he was stiU upon 
eaftby and still more a mortal body. How gloriona 
then must those appear, who have changed this 
mortal or djing body for an immortal on nev^es 
dying foan ; and who live for ever with God and 
their Saviour in heaven ! What bright, and glorious, 
and shining beings must they be. How beautiful the 
bodies which they shall put on at the morning of 
the resurrection ! 



TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY EVENING. 

THE SPIES SEJNT INTO CAJNAAN. 

Af. After God had finished instructing Moses, 
he and the children of Israel departed from Mount 
Sinai : they had several more journeys to make, 
before they could reach the promised land: and 
wherever they went they carried with them the ta- 
bernacle ; which they built according to the com- 
mand of God. And the glory of the Lord rested on 
the tabernacle ; the cloud above thereon ; and the 
glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. In the 
morning, " the cloud covered the tent ; and in the 
evening, there was upon it, as it were, the appear- 
ance of fire. So it was alway : the cloud covered 
it by day, and the appearance of fire by night." 
And when the cloud was taken up from the taber- 
nacle, the children of Israel knew that God meant 
them to go on their journeys ; and when the cloud 
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rested on it again, then they knew that they were to 
stop, and they pitched their tents. " Thus, at the 
command of the Lord, they jonmeyed ; and at the 
command of the Lord they pitched : as long as the 
cloud abode, they rested in their tents ; e^en if it 
abode many days, they rested ; and whenever the 
cloud was taken up, whether it was by day or by 
night, they journeyed." Thus wonderfully did the 
Lord lead them every step of their way, throughout 
all their journeys until they arrived safely on the 
borders of the land of Canaan. There God desired 
Moses to send men to search the land of Canaan ; 
for the people of Israel were afraid to go up into it, 
until they knew a little of the state of the country. 
And Moses sent twelve men, one man from each of 
the tribes, or families of Israel, and said unto them, 
" Go see the land what it is, and the people that 
dwell therein, whether they be strong or weak, 
many or few ; and what the land is, that they dwell 
in, whether it be good or bad. And be ye of good 
courage, and bring of the fruit of the land. Now 
the time was the time of the first ripe grapes. So 
ihey went up and searched the land;" and they 
came to a brook or valley afterwards, called Eshcol. 
The grapes in the land of Canaan seem to have 
been immensely large : those which grew about 
MouQt Lebanon in particular, are said to be jas large 
as prunes: and so beautiful were the fruits they 
found in this fertile valley of Eshcol, that they cut 
down there a bunch, with one cluster of grapes, so 
large that two men were obliged to carry it between 
them on a stick : they took also of the pomegranates 
and the figs. After forty days spent in searching 
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the land, they went back to Moses and Aaron, and all 
the people, and shewed them the fruit of the land; and 
they told them that such were the fruits of the land 
of Canaan, and that it was certainly a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey ; but in other respects, 
these men gave a very evil account of the land itself, 
and a very frightful one of the people who dwelt 
there, whom they called giants ; saying that, by 
the side of them, they seemed to themselves as 
grasshoppers ; and that it would be better, after all, 
not to go up into the land, for that the people were 
stronger than they, and that they should not be able 
to overcome them. Such was the account given by 
the men whom Moses had sent to search the land ; 
so that they filled the hearts of the children of Israel 
with fear, and sorrow, and discontent. But two of 
the men, whose names were Caleb and Joshua, de* 
dared to the children of Israel, that what the 
others had told them was not true. And they told 
them all, saying, " The land which we passed 
through to search it, is an exceeding good land ; a 
land which floweth with milk and honey." Then 
they reminded the children of Israel, that God was 
able to give them the land, and to give them power 
to overcome it, saying : " If the Lord delight in us, 
then he will bring us into this land, and give it us. 
Only rebel ye not against the Lord, neither fear ye 
the people of the land ; for their defence is departed 
from them, and the Lord is with us : fear them not." 
But the people would not listen to Caleb and 
to Joshua, nor believe what they said; for their 
hearts were exceedingly perverse towards God: 
'^ and they all lifted up their voices, and cried,, and 
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wept all nigbt. And they munauced agamst Moses 
and against Aaron, and said, Would God we had 
died in the land of Egypt ; or would God we had 
died in the wilderness ! were it not better for us to 
return into Egypt ?" And so great was their anger 
against Joshua and Caleb, that they wanted to sto^e 
them with stones. 

And the anger of the Lord was exceeding gveat 
against the children of Israel : and because they had 
acted in this wicked manner, God said they should 
not see the land which he had promised them ; no, 
not one of ihem should enter that laud, excepting 
his servants Joshua and Caleb; but that the rest of 
the people should die in the wilderness ; and that 
their children should wander there, until aU those, 
who had now and so often before sinned against the 
Lord, had died and were buried. 

But Caleb and Joshua, who had done all they 
could to bring the people to a better mind, and who 
had s](iewed their faith and confidence in God so 
boldly, following him fully — of them God said, that 
he would bring them into the land of promise. Then 
to his perverse and rebellious people, God said, 
^^ Turn you, and get you into the wilderness, by the 
way of the Red Sea." This was a yery grievous 
punishm^t; and when Moses told these sayings 
unto the children of Israel, they mourned greatly. 
But their grief seems to have been the grief of dis- 
appointment only, not of sorrow for those sins by 
which they had brought down the punishment of so 
good and gracious a God upon them. We do not 
hear that they confessed their sins in his sight, and 
humbly and earnestly sought for pardon; but we 
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r^d, t&at when God had desb*ed them to turn back 
into l3ie wilderness, they would not obefy his voice, 
but determined to go up into the land which he had 
promised them. 

Though the atk moved not, though the cloud di4 
not arise, and though Moses did not depart out of 
the camp, they presumed to go up to the top of the 
hill, near which they were encamped at Kadesh. 
But the Lord was not among them, to protect them, 
and their enemies, the Amalekites and the Canaan- 
ites, who dwelt in that hill, came down upon them, 
and smote them, and drove them back again. 

As for the ten men who had brought so evil an 
account of the promised land ; fliey died by the 
hand of the Lord. And all the people turned back, 
to wander in the wilderness forty years. 

Such was the sad punishment of their unbelief, or 
want of faith. How could they expect that God 
would give that good land to such a rebellious and 
ungrateful people ? A people who could not believe, 
who could not trust in him, after having seen so many 
of his wondrous works. Sad, indeed, must it have 
been, to tread again all their weary steps in the wil- 
derness! and that just at the moment when, after 
all their Sdflferings, the land they had so long desired 
was before them ! bitter must have been their disap- 
pointment ! But the fault was their own : " they 
could not enter in, because of unbelief' Now all 
these things were written in the Bible for our admo- 
nition ; that is, to warn or guard us against those 
sins which the children of Israel were guilty of-^ 
those sins by which they lost the land of Ca- 
naan. We, my child, are wanderers too; — wan- 
H 2 
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derers for a little while in a world AiH of dang^»s, 
and difficulties, and sufferings. But there is a pro«> 
mised.land before us, which, if we hold &st our 
faith and obedience, we shall, by God's merojr, 
through Jesus Christ, reach in peace and safety at 
last Our promised land is heavesi ;-^a far belter 
land than Canaan. But we, like the Israelites,, may 
lose it, if we fall into the sins of which they weie 
guilty. Let us, th^efore, take care that there be 
not in us an evil heart of unbelief, so that we depart 
from the living God. Let us labour, by faith aaod 
patience, to enter into that rest which God has 
promised us : for there is a rest remaining for the 
people of God; a rest from sin and sorrow, even an 
everlasting rest in heaven. 



TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY EVENING. 

ISRAEL ON THE BORDERS OF THE PROMISED 
LAND. 

Af. We do not hear very much of what happened' to 
ihe children of Israel, during the rest of the time that 
they wandered in the wilderness, but neaiiy iknxtf- 
eight years more they did wander there, (two years 
not having quite passed when they first drew »ear to 
the promised land), going backwards and forwards 
from place to place, until all the persons who had been 
first brought out of Egypt were dead. And in the 
first monlh of the fortieth year from the time of their 
first leaving Egypt, they came again to KadeA ; 
which was, as you remember, the place on the bor- 
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^9S%^ of : the land of Canaan, irom which Moses sent 
imeive men to search the land. Get the map, 
ttnd ilet tts trace there all their wanderings, from 
the time God sent them back into the wilderness 
until they came to Kadesh again. There they seem 
t» have rested, and there to have sinned against the 
Lord again as they had often done before : for there 
iras BO water there, and they did chide with Moses, 
Itfid wickedly wished that they had died with their 
bf^etbren in the wilderness. And they said, " Where* 
for« have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to 
living us into tlus evil place ? it is no place of seed, 
or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates ; neither is 
there any water to drink." 

And God desired Moses to take his rod, and 
gather the people together, and to speak unto the 
rock before their eyes ; and God said, that at the 
voice of Moses the rock should give forth its water, 
and that he should bring forth water for them out of 
the rock, and thus give all the people and their 
cattle drink. 

And Moses and Aaron gathered all the people 
together, and said, " Hear now, ye rebels, must 
we &ich you water out of this rock ?" These were 
angry words ; such as we have never heard Moses 
speak before ; for he was exceeding meek : but here 
he was^provoked by the murmurs of the children of 
Israel, and spake unadvisedly with his lips : that is, 
he spoke without thinking, in a moment of anger 
and impatience. And Moses displeased God yet 
more than this : for instead of standing before the 
rock, and only speaking to command the waters 
to flow, as God had desired, he struck the rock twice 
h3 
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w^th bis rod. And the water came out abundaQtiy 
m that all the people draok^ and their cattle al«o. 
But Moses could have had but little pleasure in th^ 
iught ; for the Lord was much diqdeased with hifos 
for what he had done ; because he had disobe|rf4 
the word of the Lord, and shewed great unbelief io 
striking the rock, instead of shaking to it; as if he 
doubted, whether God could so easily open streams 
in the wilderness : then this act of disobedience and 
want of faith was done in the sight of all the people ; 
so that Moses had by this meaus dishonoured God 
before them, that is, shewed a want of respect to his 
command. 

The place where this happened was called Men* 
bah, which means strife. ^^ And the Ix>rd said 
unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, 
therefore ye shall not bring this people into the 
land which I have given them." — ^^ And Moses, be* 
sought the Lord, saying, O Lord, my God, thou hast 
begbn to ^ew thy servant thy greatness and thy 
mighty hand ; for what God is there in heaven or 
in earth that can do according to thy works, and 
according to thy might ? I pray thee let me go over 
and see the good land that is beyond Jordan^ that 
goodly mountain, and Lebanon." But the liOrd was 
wroth with him, and would not hear hia prayer. 

After this the children of Israel joum^ed from 
Kadesh, and came unto Mount Hor. Theve the 
Lord spake unto Moses saying, ^^ Aaron shall be 
gathered unto his people ;" that is, Aaron shall die : 
^^ for he shall not ^iter into the land which I have 
g^ven unto the children of Israel ; because ye re- 
belled against my word at the waters of Meribah.!' 
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And, by &e command of tiie Lord, Moses and Aaron 
vr"eiA np together mito Moiznt Hor ; and Moses took 
the garmehts of Aaron, those " holy garments, for 
iS^f^y arid for beauty, which he wore as the priest 
of God^ and pat fliem npon Eleazar his son, who 
^als made priest instead of Aaron. And Aaron, 
•the servant of the Lord, died ; and all the house of 
Isttel mourned fbt Aaron thirty days.'* 

The Israelites were now, yon know, on the bor- 
ders of the land of Canaan ; and we find that the 
king of the Canaanites, not liking them to enter the 
land, fought against them; but the Lord enabled 
Israel to oyercome him-, and to destroy him, and his 
people, and many of their cities. 

They might now have been very soon In the pro- 
mised land, by passing through the country of Edom : 
but the king of Edom Would not let them go through ; 
and they were therefore obliged to take a long way 
round, even along the borders df Edom, by the way 
of the Red Sea ; for God did not wish to give them 
that land, because it belonged to the family of Esau ; 
and liierefor^ he would not let them fight against 
the people of Edom. 

To be obliged to take so long a journey, must 
have been very disappointing to the children of 
Israel, when they were within sight of the promised 
land, and might so so<^n have entered. But after 
an Gt!>d^s goodness to th^m, they bhould hav^ 
borne this trial patiently, a.nd have waited cheerfully 
for the momtat when he should lead theib in. But, 
instead of this^ we read that ^^ the soul of the people 
was much discouraged because of the way; and 
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they spake against God and against Moses. Theft 
the Lord in his anger sent fiery serpents among th^ 
people, which bit them ; and much people of Israel* 
died," For the serpents in these deserts where they 
were travelKng^ w^-e of so poisonous a kind, that 
their bite was deadly ; nothing could cure it : Ihey 
were also flying serpents, with wings like bats. So 
dreadful was the punishment that the Israelites 
brought upon themselves by their disobedience and 
unwillingness to do what Gk>d commanded them ! 

Then they saw how foolish it was to provoke God's 
anger against them, and they came to Mos^s and 
said, ^' We have sinned, for we have spoken against 
the Lord, and against thee; pray unto the Lord, 
that he take away the serpente from us.^' And 
Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said 
unto Moses, " Make thee a fiery serpent, and «et1t 
upon a pole ; and it shall come to pass, that every 
one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall 
live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put 
it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent 
had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of 
brass he lived." 

Here, Edward, we see again the wonderful power 
of God ! The bite of these serpents waiS, as you have 
heard, a deadly bite ; there was no way known of 
curing it ; but now, by merely looking up to a brazen 
serpent, all those who had been bitten were healed. 
Here too was a trial of the faith of the people. If 
they wish to be healed, they must look up to the 
brazen sei-pent: by this they were to shew their 
faith : they were to shew that they really believed 
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Go^ito be. able to heal tbem in this wonderful man- 
ner; v and their fsiith saved them* For all who 
loc^d up to the serpent of brass lired. 

^,.When we read of this miracle, we are to think of 
oxtx iLord Jes«»s Christ. Our blessed Saviour has 
l^iy^]/ taught OS, tha^ the brazen serpent in the 
wilderness is to remind us of his death upon the 
cross« He told his disciples, that as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must he 
be lifted up, that whosoever believed in him, should 
not perish, but have everlasting life* 

.As the Israelites suffered from the deadly bite of 
6fixy serpents, so we suffer from the no less deadly 
attacks o£sin: and as the serpent of brass was lifted 
up in the ^sight of the perishing Israelites, that they 
might behold and live, so Christ, being made like 
luitQi sinful man, was lifted up as a sin-offering upon 
the cross, that we might look to him in humble faith, 
and for the sake of his death, might be saved from 
the dfeadftd consequences of «m, whidi poisons and 
kills the soul. 

We do not hear any thing more that happened to 
the children of Israel, as they went on their way by 
the borders of £dom towards the promised land ; 
excepting that the Lord gave them power to over- 
come all the enemies who would have hindeiied 
them from entering the land. At length they came 
close to the borders of the long looked for Canaan, 
and pitched their tents in the plains of Moab, on 
the side of the river Jordan, the city of Jericho 
being on the other side of the river. 

You may look, Edwards^ at the places on the map. 
Next Sunday evening, I shall have a good deal to 
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tell you about A&ldng of Moab. Tiy^to thank t)yer; 
in the mean time^ aU fliat you have heaid t:tf 'the 
children of Israel, so as to be able to r^a:i^nber 
pretty well what happened to them^ fton die. time 
of their leaving Egypt, to their pitchtog their fteuts 
in the plains of Moab^ wbere we sre leaving Uaom 
to-night. 



TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

BAIiAAM, OR THE PBOPHET WHO WAS <StEEEDY 
OF GAIN. 

M. We left the children of Israel, Edward, last 
Sunday evening, encamped in the plains, c^ Moab, 
by the side of the river Jordan. Now Balak, the 
son of Zippor, was king of the Moabifes at. that 
time ; and he had seen what the childiBu .of Israel 
had done to many of their enemies* Amongst the 
rest, he had seen how quickly they had overcome 
Sihon king of the Amorites, and Og the king of 
Bashan. ^^ And Moab was sore afraid of 4he chil- 
dren of Israel, because they were many ; and Moab 
was distressed because of the children of Israel.'* 
And he called the elders of his people together, that 
they might consider what was best to be done : and 
it was settled that the Moabites should fight against 
Israel, notwithstanding their great numbers; 

At this time there was living in Mesopotamia, 

beyond the river Euphrates, a prophet of God, whose 

name was Balaam, one of the few worshippers of the 

true God, who were still found in that country where 

1 
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•AbraliAia- once lived. These prophefe wexe held in 
gteat Inspect hj all the idolatrous nations round 
' alMmt ; and Balaam- seems to have been well known, 
ev^n^by 89 distant a people as the Moabites, for we 
find Balak aiid his people sending messengers to 
him, to beg' him to come and curse the children of 
Israel ; saying, " behold there is a people come out 
from Egypt: behold they cover the face of the 
earth ; and they abide over against me. Come now, 
therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people ; for they 
are too mighty for me ; for I believe that he whom 
thoii blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest 
is cursed." Balak thought by getting a prophet of 
God to curse the Hebrews, that is, to call down evil 
from God upon them, that he should be able to 
smite fhem, and drive them out of the land. And 
the messengers of the king of Moab departed, and 
came unto Balaam, and told him the words of Balak. 
And 'Bsdaam desired the messengers to wait one 
night in his house, that he might pray to God, and 
see what God wished him to do. ^^ And the Lord 
said imto Balaam, thou shalt not go with them; 
thou shalt not curse this people; for they are 
Massed. And Balaam rose up in the morning and 
said unto the princes of Balak, get you into your 
land : for llie Lord refuseth to let me go :" and they 
went back unto Balstk, and told him that the prophet 
would not come with them. 

So far Balaam seems to have acted rightly; for 
when the messengers of Balak first came to him, 
he most likely knew nothing about the children of 
Israel, excepting what he heard from them. He 
did not know that they were the people of the most 
h6 
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high Gody whom he was leading to the head of 
Canaan. The wonderful news of all that God had 
done for this people, had ne^er perhaps reached the 
ears of Balaam. There was, therefore, no harm ia 
his keeping the messengers a little while, whilst he 
learnt Uie will of God concerning this people. 

When Balak found that the prophet had not come 
with his messengers, he sent yet again princes moce 
and more honourable than they; who came to 
Balaam and ss^id, thus saith Balak, let nothing I 
pray thee hinder thee from coming to me ; for I will 
raise thee unto very great honour, and I will do 
whatsoever thou sayest unto me; come now, therefore, 
I pray thee, curse me this people. Balaam's first 
answer was, ^^ If Balak would give me his house full 
of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of 
the Lord my God, to do less or more." 

Well would it have been for Balaam, if he had 
sent away the messengers with this answer! But 
though a prophet of God, Balaam was a wicked 
man. The love of money bad crept into his heart ; 
and the thoughts of Balak's silver and gold made 
him wish to go and curse the people of Israel, 
though God had told him they were blessed. In-t 
stead therefore of sending away the princes of Moab 
directly, he kept them a night in his house, meaning 
to pray to God, and hoping that God might still 
give him leave to go. The prayers of Balaam were 
heard ; that is, God was pleased to allow bim to go ; 
but, by the end of the story, we see very clearly, 
that his wishes were granted him only as a punish- 
ment. 
There could be no blessing on such prayers as 
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Balaam's. To pray for what God has forbidden, is 
to set our wills against his will ; and if our prayers 
are' heard, it cannot be because God is pleased with 
us, bat because he will punish our obstinacy. Thus 
it seems to have been with Balaam. God was angry 
with him for wishing to be rich, more than to please 
God ; for wishing to curse those, whom God had 
called blessed: and as Balaam did not wish to 
follow the will of God, he was left to take his own 
wicked and foolish way. He was, therefore, per- 
mitted by God to go, if he chose, with the princes 
of Moab; but God was greatly displeased when 
Balaam rose up in the morning, and really went 
with them : for God saw his heart, and his greedy 
desire of becoming rich and great. And the Lord's 
anger was kindled, because he went ; and he sent 
an angel to meet him in the way. " Now Balaam 
was riding on his ass, and his two servants were 
with him : and the ass saw the angel of the Lord 
standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his 
hand : and the ass was afraid of the angel of the 
Lord, and turned out of the way, and went into the 
field : and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into 
the way again. But the angel of the Lord stood in 
a path of the vineyards, a wall being on this side, 
and a wall on that side. And when the ass saw the 
angel of the Lord, she thrust herself unto the wall, 
and crushed Balaam's foot against the wall ; and he 
smote her again. And the angel of the Lord went 
further, and stood in 9. narrow place, where there 
was no way to turn either to the right hand or the 
left. And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, 
she fell down under Balaam. Now Balaam and his 
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servants did not see the angd : for God would not 
allow them to see it; and Balaaili's anger' was 
kindled) and he smote the ass with a staff. And 
the Lord opened the mouth of the ass, so that she 
spoke with the voice of man, and said unto Balaam, 
What have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten 
me these three times ? And Balaam said, I would 
there were a sword in my hand, for now I would 
kill thee. Then the Lord opened the eyes of 
Balaam, and he saw the angel of the Lord stand- 
ing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand, 
and he bowed down his head and fell fiat oti his 
face. And the angel of the Lord said unto him, 
wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass these three 
times ? Behold I went out to withstand thee, because 
thy way is perverse before me. And Balaam said 
unto the angel of the Lord, I have sinned; for I 
knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me ; 
now, therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back 
again. And the angel of the Lord said, go with the 
men ; but only the words that I shall q>eak unto thee, 
that shalt thou speak.^' Thus Balaam was allowed 
to go on in his perverse way; because he still 
shewed a wish to do so, and an imwillingness to 
turn back : he says Unto the angel, ^^ if it displease 
thee, I will turn back again f when he knew that 
Grod did not wish him to go. His heart was fixed on 
earthly treasures, so that neither the word of God, 
nor the voice of the dumb ass, nor the angel's sword, 
could raise his mind to heaven, and teach him to 
think more of God's feivour than of worldly riches 
and honours. 

So Balaam went with the princes of Moab, and 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



TWENTY-FOURTH SUKDAY EVENING. 159 

Balfikk wjsnt out^ a gseat way to meet him : and Ba* 
laam went with him, and came to Kiijath Hozeth; 
and took him up to some very high places, from 
whioh he could see the utmost part of the people of 
Israel. And b^e, ftom the top of the roeks and of 
the hills, Balaam saw the children of Israel stretched 
out in vast multitudes on the plains below. " And 
Balak said, comle ciurse me Jacob, and come defy 
Israel." 

Gladly would the wicked prophet have cursed the 
people for the sake of obliging Balak, and to obtain 
his reward ; but God would not suffer it : and the 
words that the Lord put into his mouth he was 
obliged to speak. And the Lord put blessings into 
the lips of Balaam, instead of curses ; so that, on 
seeing the children of Israel on the plains below, he 
said, ^^ how goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy 
tabernacles, O Israel ! As the valleys are they spread 
forth ; as gardens by the rivers side ; as the trees of 
lign aloes which the Lord hath planted; and as 
cedar trees beside the waters ! Blessed is he that 
bksseth thee ; and cursed is he that curseth thee !'* 
Then he ended by saying, that as long as the children 
of Israel served God truly, they should continue 
to prosper in spite of all their enemies. Thus, 
instead of cursing Israel, Balaam blessed them alto- 
gether. So astonished was he at their multitudes, 
and at the goodly appearance of their tents, which 
were without number, that he calls them beautiful 
as far extended valleys, well watered gardens, trees 
bearing spices of sweet smeU, lofty and spreading 
cedars planted by the waters. The lign aloes are 
very sweet-smelling trees, that grow in India and 
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Arabia, and are spoken of a9 trees wUcb .the Lord 
bath planted, because they grow of thexniehre^ mth-i. 
out any labour, care, or art of man« 

The cedar, too, was one of the pleasantest trees in 
eastern countries, and had a-very fragrant smell. 

Thus the Lord turned all the curses, which Balak 
and Balaam had wished to bring upon his people, 
into blessings. 

And Balak was greatly disappointed; and his 
anger was kmdled against Balaam, and he sent 
him away in disgrace, without any of those riches 
and honours which he had hoped to get, and for the 
sake of which he had so madly thought it w(»ih his 
while to act against the will of the Lord his God. - 

Foolish, wicked man ! As if it could be ever wortk 
while to make God angry with us. As if all the . 
treasures and riches of this world, could make up to 
us for the loss of the real riches, and true treasuns 
of heaven. 

And Balaam rose up, and went unto his placet; 
and Balak also went his way. Soon after this iwe 
read, that by the command of the Lord, the children 
of Israel made war against the people of Midian, and 
slew the kings of Midian, and all the men, «^nd burnt 
the cities wherein they dwelt, and all their goodfy 
castles with fire. And Balaam also, who had left 
Moab, but still remained in Midian amongst the 
enemies of the. Lord, they slew with the swoisd. He 
had come among a people who knew not God, to 
get riches by unrighteousness, and he fell by the 
swcHrd of Israel. In the bitter moment of death, he 
no doubt saw the wickedness and folly of which he 
had b^en guilty, and wished, when it w^s too late, 
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that he had not gone with the princes of Moab, that 
he had liot set hid will against the will of Ood, and 
tried to curse those whom He had blessed. 



TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

THE LATTER DAYS OF MOSES. 

M. The children of Israel were now about to enter 
the land of Canaan. They had only to cross over 
the river Jordan, and they would really be in that 
land, for which they had looked so long. 

And now the time was come in which it pleased 
God that his servant Moses should die : for b.C. 
you remember God had said, that he should 1^^* 
not enter the land of Cauaan. And though Moses 
grieved that he could not go over, and see that good 
laud and fair, which God had promised to his people, 
yet he was willing to die, if it were God's will. But, 
before his death, he called all the people of Israel 
together, to talk to them once more, to put them in 
mind of all that God had done for them, and to 
entreat them to serve and love God. 

Moses loved the children of Israel ; and the last 
moments of his life were spent in doing them good. 
And Moses told them, that they were now about to 
go over Jordan, and enter that land which God had 
given them : and he begged them, when they got 
there, and were happy, and at ease, and full of 
blessings, not to forget the Lord their God, but to 
bless him for the good land which he had given 
them. He put them in mind of all that the Lord 
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had done for tliem ; how he had brought fhem' out 
of the land of Egypt, and led them through that great 
and terrible wilderness which they had so lately 
left; where there were fiery serpents and scorpions; 
and where there was no water ; and how God had 
brought them out water out of the rock of flint, and 
fed them with manna in the wilderness. Then he 
put them in mind, that now, after all their l<»ig 
wanderings and great wickedness, God had kept 
his promise, and brought them to a good land, a 
land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths, that 
spring out of valleys and hiUs ; a land of wheal and 
barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates i 
a land of oil-olive and honey ; a land ^where they 
should eat bread without scarceness, and should 
l^ck nothing in it ; a land whose stones are iron, and 
out df wh6l^ hills they might get brass. 

But Moses took care to teU the children of Israel 
thiat it w^ not for their righteousness that the Lord 
had given them this land; for they had been a stiff- 
necked and rebellious people, who had provt^ked 
the Lord to anger. Therefore, it was not fef any 
goodness of theirs that God gave them the land, but 
partly for the sake of the promise he had made to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and partly to punish the 
peoplewho dwelt in Canaan. 

And Moses told the children of Israel, that if they 
would remember the Lord their God, and hearken 
to his voice, and do all the commandments which he 
had commanded them, then the Lord their Grod 
should set them high above all nations of the earth, 
and that fhey should have God*s blessitaig upon diCTi 
in all that they did, iii all that they had ; that they 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



XWENTY-riFXH SVNBAY £YENINO. 1«8 

should, be bleased in the city, and blessed in the 
fi^: bliQ$aed in their basket and their 8t<!»^; 
blessed when ihej came in and biessed when &ey 
went out; amd that the Lord should command his 
blessing upon them in all that they set their hand 
unto, . and should prosper them, and make them 
happy, so that they and their families should 
r€3oic6 before the Lord, for the blessings that he 
had given them. 

But Moses knew the children of Israel well ; he 
had often, in the forty years that he had led them in 
thsc wiLdemess, had his patience tried by their per- 
vetseness and disobedience; and therefore he felt 
mqeh a&aid that, although the blessings of obedience 
wtere «o very great, they would still fall oflf from 
G^)d, He therefore not only set blessings before 
them to encourage them to serve God, but great and 
terrible evils also, that they might be a&aid of mak* 
ing bim, angry with them. He told them, if they did 
not hearken to the voice of the Lord their God, to 
keep his commandments which he had commanded 
them, that then they should serve their enemies, in 
hunger, and thirst, and nake^ess, and in want of 
all. things; and that the Lord should make their 
plagues woilderful, even great plagues, and of long 
continuance: even all the diseases of Egypt, of 
which they were much afraid, should God bring 
upon them, every sickness and every plague, until 
they were destroyed : for though they were now like 
the stars of heaven for multitude, they should then 
be left few in number ; and the Lord should scatter 
ifaem among all people, from one end of the earth 
even to the other, among nations where they should 
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find no ease, nor any rest for the soles of their feet 
But the Lord would give them a trembling hearty 
and a failing eye, and sorrow of mind ; so that theit 
life should hang in doubt before them, and they 
should fear ni^t and day. In the morning, fiom 
their unhappiness they should say, ^^ Would God it 
were even !" and at even, dreading the stillness and 
darkness of the night, they should say, " Would 
God it were morning!" - 

Such, and many more, were the dreadful punidh^ 
ments which Moses foretold to the children of Israri, 
if they should turn away from God : and Moseft 
spoke by the command of God, and as a prophet 
who knew things to come. The blessings he proi^ 
misedthem were great; the evils dreadful. Thus, hf^ 
set before them life and good, death and evil, bless<^ 
ing and cursing ; that they might choose the good^ 
and avoid the evil ; that they might love the Lord 
their God, and obey his voice, and cleave unto him \ 
and thus might be blessed by him, with kmg Mb^ 
and dwell in the land which he had promised t^ 
their fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jaeobv - 

When Moses had made an end of speaking all 
these things unto the children of Israel, he told 
them that he was now a hundred and twenty years 
old, so that he could no more go out and comd in 
among them ; but that they must not grieve because 
they should lose him, who had been their leader for 
so many years ; for that the Lord their God should go 
orer Jordan before them, and that Joshua should be 
their leader, as the Lord had said. 

Then Moses called Joshua, and said unto him, 
before all Israel, ^^ Be strong and of good courage ; 
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for tUou must go with this people. And the Lord, 
he^ \t' is that doth go before thee ; he wU] not fsdl 
thjea, neither forsake thee; fear not, therefore^ and 
t^ fiot dismayed," 

r, Atfler this Moses spake, in the ears of all the chil- 
drea.of Israel, a beautiful and. magnificent song, in 
wbiob he set forth God's great mercy, and foretold 
how dreadftd his anger would be, if they should for-, 
sake him. He spoke of God's past favours to them ; 
when he had chosen them out of all other nations to 
be his own people. He found them in a desert land, 
and in a waste, howling wilderness : but he had led 
iiM^ about, and instructed them, and kept them afi 
th^ apple of his eye : that is, in the wilderness God 
1^4 taken them for his own people, and had led and 
guided them in all the dangers of the jvay, presenr- 
ifi^ them from harm and danger, as care&dly as the 
sigbl; of the eye is preserved from injury by the eye- 
lid whiph hangs over it, ^^ As an eagle stirreth up 
h^ neftt, flutt^eth over her young, spreadeth abroad 
faeij wings, taketh them,beareth them on her wings," 
so. the Lord alone did lead them, and by his Almighty 
power alone protected them. Moses had, most likely, 
lOany opportunities in the deserts and mountains 
of Arabia, of seeing the eagle's tender care of its 
young ; and even a child, Edward, can understand, 
I think, that he wished in this way to shew the chil- 
dren <yi Israel, how great God's love was to his people. 
Many more were the beautifril things that he said 
in hi^ song, which it would be difficult now to make 
you understand ; but as you already love poetry, you 
will read it, I am suro, some day, with gr^at delight. 
Then Moses blessed all the tribes of Israel, and 
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ended wiih saying : " Happy art thdn, O IstkJel : 
who is like unto thee, O people, saved by the liOrdT* 
, After this the great prophet of Israel went' up 
from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, 
to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jerieho ; 
and there the Lord shewed him the land of Canaan ; 
on which beloved spot he longed to look before his 
eyes were closed in death. 

Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died ; and 
the Lord buried him. Thus God himself took care 
of the body of his faithful sen^ant 

^^ And the children of Israel wept for Moses, in 
the plains of Moab, thirty-days. And there arose 
not a prophet like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew 
face to face ; with whom God had talked face to 
&ce, as a man speaketh unto his friend.'* 

E. Ism very sorry, mamma, that Moses was not 
allowed to go into the land of Canaan. 

ilf . I am not quite sure, Edward, that I am sorry ; 
for the land of Canaan, after all, was only a beatififiil 
spot on earth ; whereas, Moses' eyes were no sooner 
closed in death, than the glories of heaven were 
before him. There he would see God really fkce to 
face, without any cloud between ; there he would 
see that glory which he had begged God so earn- 
estly to shew him. Had he gone to Canaan, he 
would soon have found some sorrow, even there ; he 
would soon, no doubt, have been grieved again, by 
the p^rverseness of the children of Israel : but now 
he was g<me to heaven, and was safe from mn 
and sorrow, which could never reach him there. 
Is there not, therefOTc, much more cause to enry 
Moses, than to pity him ? I dare say, his servant 
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Joshua thought 6O9 when he took his master's 
place ! 

. And now, Edward, we have brought to an end 
the history of this great prophet of Israel. We 
ha;9^e followed him, step by step, firom his cradle 
of. bulrushes to his death upon Mount Pisgah; 
and though you are a young child, you are old 
enough, I am sure, to understand many of the beau-* 
tiful parts of bis charaoter. You can admire the 
faUhj which shone so brightly through his whole 
conduct, from the moment that he turned his back 
on king Pharaoh's court, and the treasures c^ Egypt, 
until he brought the people to the edge of Jordan ; 
Hie^poiience^ with which he bore his own sufferings 
and the perverseness of Israel, during his long wan- 
derings in the Arabian desert ; and the piety or love 
towards God, which made him long so earnestly 
to see his glory, and delight so much in remaining 
iu his presence. 

Such are a few of the beauties which I would wish 
you to see in the character of Moses ; but, my child> 
we must not stop here : I must lead you one step 
fiirther, and shew you how Moses, like most of the 
holy men of whom you have heard, leads our 
thoughts to Christ. All along, from the very begin- 
ning of the Bible history, our blessed Redeemer 
is pointed out. 

You remember, I am sure, how he was promised 
to our first parents, immediately after the fall ; then 
to the faithful Abraham, in whom God so often de- 
clared that all the families of the earth should be 
blessed. I dare say you have not forgotten also, 
how this promise was made again to Jacob, when 



y Google 



168 TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY EVENING. 

bis head rested on his stony pillow at Bethel ; and 
how this aged patriarch, on his death-bed, foretold 
the coming of Christ. Then you know, how the 
lamb slain at the PassoTer was meant to draw our 
thoughts to the Lamb of God, who was slain for the 
sins of the world: and how all the sacrifices, the 
peace-offerings, the sin-offerings, and the blood of 
sprinkling, with which even the holy things in the 
sanctuary were cleansed, pointed out the Redeemer 
of the world. Nor was Moses himself silent on this 
interesting subject Among the last words he spoke 
to the Israelites, we find him telling them, '^ The 
Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a prophet 
fi*om the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; 
unto him shalt thou hearken : for the Lord said unto 
me, I will raise them up a prophet like unto thee, 
and put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak 
unto them all which I shall command him : and it 
shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken 
unto my words, which he shall speak in my name, I 
will require it of him." Now this prophet here pro- 
mised, was our Lord Jesus Christ, who, though far 
greater than Moses, was in many respects lik€ him. 
For as Moses was sent from God to teach the Israel- 
ites, so Jesus Christ was sent to teach all the world. 
As Moses brought in the law, so Christ brought 
in the Gospel : as Moses worked many and great 
miracles, to prove that God was with him, so did 
Christ work others, as many and still more wonder- 
ful, to shew us that he came firom God. 

But though Moses was like Christ, and so should 
lead our thoughts to him, we must not for a moment 
suppose that he was at all equal to Christ. For 
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Moses was but a man ; but Christ, you know, is the 
everlasting Son of the Most High God» Moses, 
though a very meek and holy man, was. yet not 
without sin : but Christ was holy and undefiled, 
and came to make an oiSering for the sins of the 
whole world, — even for the sins of Moses. Moses 
was but a servant in the Church of God : but Christ 
18 Lord of all. And as Christ was greater than 
Moses, so is the Gospel better than the law. The 
law, which came by Moses, was full of threaten- 
ings against disobedience ; but grace and truth, 
peace and pardon, came by Jesus Christ. Death 
and punishment were spoken by Moses ; words of 
eternal life fell from the lips of Jesus. 

Only let us take, care that we hearken unto him : 
we must see, in Christ, one far greater than Moses ; 
we must look up to him as our teacher, sent from 
God to instruct us in the way of salvation ; and we 
mu9t be willing to learn from him. More than all 
that Moses was to the Israelites, must Christ Jesus 
be to us. In him we have a prophet to teach us, — 
a priest to atone, or make peace for us with God, — 
a king to reign over us> and bless us for ever. 



THE END. 
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